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Cuban Business and Trade Activities 
Level Off as Grinding Season Ends 


Cuban business and trade activity began to level off in June as the 
sugar-grinding season came to an end. 

Private construction held at high levels and public construction was 
expected to get under way as the Government’s public works program 


was put into effect. 


Sales in most lines reflected the effects of the off-season (June- 
December) reduction in demand, although they were well above those 


for June 1956. 


Inbound cargo arriving in Havana also declined, as 


compared with the preceding few months but was still substantially 
larger than the volume for the corresponding month in the preceding 
year. Commercial bank clearings, which declined from $546 million 
in May to $500 million in June, were still around 25 percent above 


those for June 1956. 

New building permits for the Prov- 
ince of Habana during June totaled 
$5.2 million, the highest figure regis- 
tered in the past 4 months and sub- 
stantially higher than the total for June 
1956. Supplies of all types of building 
materials were adequate and it ap- 
peared unlikely that any serious short- 
age would develop in the near future. 

All but three of Cuba’s 161 sugar 
mills had completed grinding operations 
at the end of June. Sugar production 
as of that date amounted to 5,468,012 
Spanish long tons and production of 
blackstrap molasses totaled 250,790,998 
gallons. Growing conditions were favor- 
able, thus giving the 1958 cane crop a 
good start. 


Foodstuffs Prices Firm 


Prices of rice and other locally con- 
sumed foodstuffs were firm to strong, 
thereby encouraging an increase in pro- 
duction and imports. Press reports in- 
dicated that production in the rice year, 
beginning on July 1, would increase by 
about 1.5 million cwt. over production 
of the preceding crop year, which 
slightly exceeded 4.5 million cwt. Rice 
imports of 3.5 million cwt. in the 1956- 
57 rice year, added to the domestic crop, 
indicated an apparent national con- 
sumption of some 8 million cwt., or a 
per capita consumption of about 133 Ibs. 


New Flour Mill Planned 


Molinera Oriental, S.A. plans to es- 
tablish Cuba’s second wheat flour mill 
in Santiago de Cuba. The Economic 
and Social Development Bank of Cuba 
(BANDES) had financed $1 million of 
the estimated $2.5 million required for 
the project, with another $1 million paid 





in by 50 stockholders, according to data 
released by Molinera Oriental, S.A. The 
proposed mill plans to import an_esti- 
mated 45,000 tons of wheat with an es- 
timated value of $3 million per year. 
Current importations of wheat flour 
into the Santiago area are estimated at 
around $6 million. 

The proposed flour mill applied for 
status as a new industry, which would 
exempt it from the payment of certain 
taxes and import duties. However, the 
Cuban Government refused to approve 
the mill as a new industry and as a 
result, construction on the mill has re- 
portedly been halted. 


Synthetic Yarn Stocks Down 


Textile production was normal during 
the month, although inventories of im- 
ported synthetic yarns were depleted to 
the point where continued operations 
of some of thé mills were jeopardized. 
Cuban customs authorities were refus- 
ing clearance of shipments of those 
yarns because of alleged irregularities 
in documentation. No solution to the 
problem had been reached at the end 
of the month and shipments of such 
merchandise were still being held up. 


New Fishing Methods Taught 


The National Fisheries Institute of 
Cuba signed a contract with Pesqueras 
Internationales S.A., which represents 
a Japanese fishing company, to furnish 
a specially constructed and equipped 
training ship with a 35-man Japanese 
crew to teach the latest fishing methods 
to Cuban crews. 

The ship will fish for white and 
light tuna in international waters for 

(Continued on page 28) 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economic 
and business data to details on 
exports and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 33 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 


Supplementing ‘these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 821, Post 

Office dg. 

Atlanta 3 

Luckie St 
Bosten 9, Mass. 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 

Courthouse B Bid dg. 
Baffalo $3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, s. C., Area 2, Sergeant 

Jasper Bldg., West. End Broad 8t. 
Cheyenne ihe , 307 Federal Office Bldg 

hicago 6, 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

cinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Cou rthouse 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, ug Chester Ave. 
Dallas 1, Tex., pe -104, Merchandise 


Mart, 500 Erv y St. 
Denver 2. Colo. = 142 New Customhouse. 
Detroit Mich., 438 tw amt ee. 
Greensbore N. é., Room 407, Post 


Houston 4 Tex., 624 First National Bank 


Bidg. 
acksonville 1, Fla., 426 Federal wits. 
—e ew 6, Mo. posers ~~ Bldg 

Angeles 1b, Calif 8. Broadway. 
ag = Tenn. M3 Falls Bldg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 360 NE. First Ave. 
Minneapolis 1 


oe 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 


» Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


New stents 12, ies 333 St. Grotto Ave. 
New Yo » 110 B. 45th St 
Philadelphia 4, a = ” 14015 Chestnut St. 
Phoeniz, Ariz., 137 N. Second ” = 

Seen woe | 22, "Pa, 107 Sixth 8S 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. oa ‘Gouri 


hous 
ona » a 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond i, Va., Room 409, Post Office 


dg. 
&t. Louis 1, Meo., 910 New Federal Blig 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW Temple St. 
San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 


Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg 
Seattle 4, Wash., F509 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Possible Cordoba Devaluation Causes Pessimism 





Border Dispute Slows Nicaragua Economy 


Retail sales in Nicaragua for the first 2 months of the second quar- 
ter were slow and did not compare favorably with sales for the cor- 


responding period a year ago. 


Slow sales coupled with rumors of a possible cordoba devaluation 
resulted in some pessimism. The Minister of Economy in a statement 
before the Chamber of Deputies denied the existence of a crisis describ- 
ing the situation as a period of consolidation. Slower retail sales re- 
sulted from the seasonal lull at Easter time in April, followed by the 
border dispute with Honduras in May. Z 


Retail trade showed some increases 
in June in comparison with the preced- 
ing months of the quarter and with the 
like months of last year. A comparison 
of sales for the second quarter of the 
2 years showed increases in 1957 for 
pharmaceuticals, and textiles and de- 
creases in hardware, refrigerators, 
radios, electrical home appliances, and 
cigarettes. The most encouraging in- 
crease for the quarter came from agri- 
cultural machinery, showing an 80-per- 
cent increase in sales in comparison 
with the corresponding period last year. 

Collections were slow generally 
throughout the quarter. 


Imports and Exports 
Show Increase 


Imports continued high through the 
second quarter, which gave rise to some 
concern. It seemed likely that importérs 
were ordering more heavily than usual 
in order to be well stocked in the event 
of any complete prohibition against fur- 
ther imports of certain items and also 
as a hedge against possible devaluation 
of the cordoba. Nevertheless the situa- 
tion was not as serious when it was 
noted that exports also were running 
high, and it could be expected that im- 
ports would decline in the latter part 
of the year after inventories had be- 
come substantial. 


Imports authorized in the second 
quarter were yalued at US$19.4 million, 
US$0.8 million more than for the sec- 
ond quarter of 1956. Principal imports 
were chemical products including phar- 
maceuticals, manufactured articles, ma- 
chinery and automotive vehicles, and 
petroleum products. 

Exports for the second quarter were 
valued at US$19.4 million, the same as 
imports, US$6.1 million more than for 
the second quarter in 1956, 

The continuing high rate of imports 
coupled with relatively low foreign ex- 
change reserves gave rise to rumors of 
impending devaluation of the cordoba, 
which promptly and emphatically were 
denied by the President and Govern- 
ment officials. Foreign exchange re- 
serves on June 30 were US$19 million, 
compared with US$27.2 million for the 


August 12, 1957 





like date a year ago, and customarily 
declined seasonally in the latter part of 
the year as coffee and cotton shipments 
cease. 


Bountiful Food, Cash 
Crops Harvested 

Although some farm workers volun- 
teered at the time of the Honduras 
border dispute, the intervention of the 
Organization of American States (OAS) 
returned them in time for the first seed- 
ing of the agricultural year just begin- 
ning. The second quarter -concluded an 
agricultural year which produced boun- 
tiful harvest of food crops and substan- 
tial though not record harvests of the 
cash crops, cotton and coffee. Had cot- 
ton prices been good the country might 
have been restored to the prosperity 
level obtained in 1954-55. At the end of 
June 158,490 bales of cotton had been 
sold earning US$21.4 million. Unsold 
cotton amounted to 33,000 bales, which 
was expected to be sold before the end 
of the calendar year, With these sales, 
cotton income would be greater than 
last year when exports of 160,000 bales 
earned US$23.5 million. 


New Coffee Crop Estimated 
At 500,000 Quintals 


Sales of coffee for export through 
June 30 had reached 435,340 quintals 
(1 quintal—102 pounds) vaiued at 
US$26.9 million, surpassing estimates 
and going well beyond jest year’s 340,- 
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000 quintals. which earned US$21.4 
million. x 

Prospects for the agricultural year 
just beginning were good for the coffee 
crop, but a decrease in cotton acreage 
seemed certain because of the continu- 
ing world surplus and low price out- 
look. Coffee growers were more active 
than in past years in applying fertilizer 
and they were being assisted by the 
Minister of Agriculture and National 
Development Institute in a campaign to 
eliminate coffee fungus. Estimates of 
the new crop were set at over 500,000 
quintals. 

Plans were underway in the quarter 
by private enterprise to revive the east 
coast export trade in bananas. 


A program sponsored by the President 
got underway in April for the develop- 
ment of the cattle industry in Esteli. 
It includes a 5-year.credit plan for the 
purchase of dairy and breeding cattle,’ 
also extended credit for fattening of 
stock. 

The Waterford Oil Co., which began 
drilling on the Atlantic coastal shelf at 
“Cayos Miskito” February 8, reached a 
depffi of near 14,000 feet by the end of 
June without any definite developments. 
The handling of all classes of claims for 
mineral rights was under suspension 
in the quarter pending legislation, ex- 
pected in August, covering exploration 
and exploitation of all natural resources. 

Credit restrictions were recommended 
in April by the International Monetary 
Fund mission to Nicaragua. The recom- 
mendation was partially implemented in 
May by a decree increasing legal re- 
serve requirements of commercial banks 
from 16 to 28 percent of deposits. This 
new level is to be attained by Decem- 
ber 31. However, credit restrictions 
would not be applied to crop “habilita- 
tion” loans. 


Bank Loans Decrease 
Seasonally 


Bank loans decreased seasonally 
throughout the second quarter, dropping 
to 346.1 million cordobas (7 cordo- 
bas=US$1) on June 30. Loans had been 
412 million at the end of the preceding 
quarter and 324.5 million on June 30 
last year. Approximately 16 million of 
the 40 million still owed from the 1955- 
56 crop loans was repaid in the quar- 
ter, indicating the satisfactory crop 
year just ending. 

National Bank rediscounts of com- 
mercial bank loans also decreased sea- 
sonally to 132.8 million cordobas as of 
June 30. They were 212.4 million at the 

(Continued on page $3) 
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Bank of Mexico Acts to Ease Credit 
Restrictions; PermitsSome Expansion 


New and more liberal reserve regulations applicable to deposit 
banks were issued by the Bank of Mexico on July 1. 

In line with its basic policy of preventing inflationary expansion 
of money and credit, the bank did not grant the banking system in gen- 
eral the right to expand the credit volume immediately, but it did pro- 
vide that on any future increase in deposits Mexico City banks would be 
permitted to expand their credit by 40 percent of the new deposits in 
national currency, as compared with only 35 percent under the previous 


regulations. 

A similar change was decreed for 
banks outside of the Capital, for which 
more liberal rules had always applied. 
The reserve regulations still require 
that Mexico City banks keep 60 per- 
cent—as against 65 percent formerly— 
of the deposits, either as a cash reserve 
with the Central Bank or as an invest- 
ment in Government bonds, and/or sim- 
ilar bonds. 


New Requirements Apply 
Across the Board 


The new reserve- requirements apply 
across the board; formerly more liberal 
regulations applied to the amount of de- 
posits which any bank had reached by 
January 1955, and more rigid ones ap- 
plied to the additional deposits obtained 
after that date. This unification may 
benefit individual banks, especfally 
those which have grown rapidly in the 
past 2% years, and permit their credit 
volume to immediately expand some- 
what. However, the extent to which 
bank credit in general will grow under 
the new regulations will depend mainly 
on the extent to which deposits will in- 
crease in the future. 


Former regulations, in effect since 
January 1955, had been severely criti- 
cized in both business and banking cir- 
cles because they limited the banks’ 
ability to expand credit volume on the 
basis of the influx of new deposits. Ap- 
parently the bank was convinced ‘that 
credit restrictions could be relaxed to 
some extent in view of the somewhat 
deflationary effects which current de- 
terioration in the balance of payments 
was having on some segments of the 
economy. 


Lack of Credit Retards 


Business Expansion 


Despite rumors of production declines 
and slack retail sales, an informal sam- 
pling of business and industry revealed 
no definite evidence of a setback or even 
of a substantial slowup in June. Pro- 
duction of both heavy and consumer 
goods apparently continued to improve 
at about the same rate as in the past 
few months. However, some individual 
enterprises apparently leveled off, ow- 
ing to increased competition for the 
same or a slightly larger market. 


4 





The lack of credit continued to have 
a retarding influence on faster expan- 
sion of business, and although the re- 
laxation of credits by the Bank of Mex- 
ico will probably affect this, it will not 
entirely relieve it. The lack of credit 
also continued to have a retarding ef- 
fect on the promptness of payments, 
thus burdening producers, wholesalers, 
and retailers. There was some indica- 
tion that payments on accounts were 
picking up again. 


Cotton Crop Damaged; Cotton 
Outlook Favorable 


Dry weather and high temperatures 
in central and northern Mexico in June 
and early July damaged the corn crop 
and adversely affected the livestock in 
northern districts. 


The 1957 cotton crop outlook was fa- 
vorable, with a production forecast of 
1,950,000 bales, or 11 percent larger 
than in 1956. Ginning from. the 1957-58 
cotton season commenced in Matamoros 
on June 3. Corn imports in the first 5 
months of 1957 amounted to 166,607 
metric tons, compared with only 8,314 
tons in the same period of 1956. 


Lead and Zinc Price Drop 


Causes Concern 


The Mexican Government and private 
mining companies showed considerable 
anxiety in June over the drop in world 
market prices for lead and zinc, the pos- 
sibility of the imposition of a U. S. im- 
port excise tax on these metals, and the 
future in weneral of the Mexican min- 
ing industry where production of lead 
and zinc accougt for nearly 50 percent 
of the value of Mexico's total mineral 
output. 


The discovery of El Hallazgo oil field, 
State of Veracruz, was hailed as the 
most important find since nationaliza- 
tion of the petroleum industry in 1938. 
Initial production was. 19,000 barrels a 
day of light gravity oil. 

Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex) has re- 
portedly submitted -a petition to its 
Board of Directors for price increases 
of petroleum products which would 
bring in $100 million additional revenue 
yearly. The local press persisted, that 
the French Bank Consortium loan was 
under active consideration by the Mexi- 





IFC Shows Net Income 
Of $1.643 Million 


The net income of the International 
Finance Corporation totaled $1,643,000, 
according to its first year-end financial 
statement. 

The stat nt covers the period from 
July 24, 1956, when the Corporation be- 
gan its operations, to June 30, 1957, end 
of the fiscal year. Gross income amount- 
ed to $2,408,000, from which was 
deducted administrative expenses of 
$765,000, including organization ex- 
penses incurred prior to formation of 
the Corporation. 

All income for the period came from 
the Corporation’s investment of its capi- 
tal in U. S. Government obligations. 
These obligations were carried on the 
balance sheet at $92,429,000. 


Brazilian Company Gets Loan 


At June 30, the Corporation had en- 
tered into a commitment for a $2-million 
investment in Siemens do Brasil Com- 
panhia de Electricidade for expansion 
of manufacturing operations, subject to 
the completion of necessary legal for- 
malities and satisfaction of other con- 
ditions. The investment is to be repre- 
sented by 6-percent notes maturing in 
15 years, with amortization to begin at 
the end of the eleventh year. In addi- 
tion,- the Corporation is to receive a 
15-year option on shares of the company. 

Membership in the Corporation num- 
bered 49 countries on June 30, and capi- 
tal subscriptions aggregated $91,892,000. 
AW subscribed capital had been paid in 
to the Corporation by the membe1 
countries, except for the subscription of 
the Government of Egypt, amounting to 
$590,000, which has been past due since 
August 23, 1956. As required by the 
Articles of Agreement of the Corpora- 
tion, all payments on account of sub- 
scribed capital have been made in U. S. 
dollars or gold. 





can Government, despite earlier denial 
by Pemex of financial negotiations with 
France for a $50-million loan. 


Cost of Living, Prices 
And Wages Rise - 


Retail prices continued the rising 
pattern of the last few months 
with the Ministry of Economy’s cost- 
of-living index of the working class in 
Mexico City for June showing a sub- 
stantial increase of 1.3 percent over 
May, reaching an alltime high. The 
Bank of Mexico’s retail-price index 
showed a similar pattern, indicating 
clearly that recent rises were not just 
seasonal but an upward trend develop- 
ing after the leveling off which had 
occurred from October 1955 to the end 
of 1956. 

Wholesale prices showed a slightly 
more encouraging picture. After 4 

(Continued on page $3) 
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Record Crops Boost 
Salvadoran Economy 


Record coffee and cotton crops 
brought continued prosperity to El 
Salvador in the second quarter of 1957, 
as the Central Bank tightened credit 
to keep inflationary trends under 
control. 

All of the record 140,000-bale cotton 
crop and 1,182,588 bags of the estimated 
record 1.25 million-bag coffee crop were 
sold by the end of the quarter at highly 
satisfactory prices. The corn crop of 
some 188,000 metric tons was also a 
bumper crop, and a partial ban was 
placed on imports to protect local 
growers. The next crop, to be harvested 
in September, is also expected to be 
large. Wholesale prices for corn and 
other basie food crops rose slightly in 
the quarter, 


Rediscount Rate Raised 


The Central Bank raised its redis- 
count rate on April 12, from 3 to 4 
percent on loans for-general purposes, 
while its 2-percent rate for cotton 
credits and 3-percent rate for agricul- 
tural and industrial loans remained un- 
changed. The bank’s chief objective 
was to check what it considered an ex- 
cessive demand for credit, particularly 
for consumer installment purchases, in 
view of public apprehension of rising 
living costs, Living costs, in fact, rose 
only very slightly, according to the 
Ministry of Labor’s cost-of-living index 
for San Salvador. 






































Foreign Exchange Holdings Up 


The higher interest rate may have 
curbed imports sOmewhat, since hold- 
ings of foreign exchange jumped to 
$30.3 million on June 30 from $22.4 
million on May 31 and $25.9 million 
on March 31. Most of this increase in 
reserves, however, can be attributed 
to the fact that coffee sales were 
delayed at the beginning of the quarter 
on account of the price-floor agreement 
with Mexico (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, May 13, p. 4), which took El Salva- 
dor out of the coffee market for 3 
weeks; ag a result, exchange earnings 
were not received until the end of the 
quarter, instead of being spread over 
the full 3 months. 

The general level of business con- 
tinued to be good, though some dry 
goods, clothing, and other nondurable 
lines, which apparently had been over- 
stocked at the time of the Suez difficul- 
ties, were not moving as rapidly as 
had been hoped. 


Construction Projects To Start 


Indusrial expansion proceeded at a 
moderate pace. Several new small 
enterprises were granted tax exemp- 
tions under the Processing Industries 
(Continued on page 27) 
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Swiss Economic Activities Brisk 
Despite Acute Scarcity of Labor 


The Swiss economic activities held at high levels in June, despite 
the continued labor shortage. \ 


Operation in the manufacturing end construction industries was 
brisk and, despite the drop in exports which affected almost all indus- 
tries in that sector, no marked reduction of output was indicated. The 
metallurgical branch of industry had a substantial order backlog and 
production was at virtual capacity. ” 


Even the relatively weaker textile in- | company, Suisatom S. A., reportedly had 
dustry did not report any slackening of been formed at Zurich to construct a 
activity. The important watch industry test power reactor in the 10,000 to 
was functioning at a high level, and, as 15,000-kilowatt class. 

a result of official action, the disagree- Tourist Traffic Stimulates 
ments which have caused dissension in Retail Trade 


the industry were placed under the 7 . 
study of a special commission in June, Retail trade was brisk as a result of 
full employment and relatively high 


10 Jobs Available for Each wages. This trade was stimulated by a 
Unemployed Person substantial tourist traffic. The Rotary 
At the end of the month only 530 International meeting at Lucerne in 
persons were registered as unemployed, May reportedly was of considerable as- 
compared with 615 at the end of May. sistance in promoting tourism in that 
The number of vacant positions dropped area and in Switzerland as a whole. 
to 5,485 at the end of June although the Foreign trade fell slightly from the 
ratio of approximately 10:1 was un- previous peaks but was still running 
changed. ahead of 1956 and there was no indi- 
The greatest demand for workers.was Cation of a reduction in any important 
in hotels, domestic service, agriculture, sector of industry. The money market 
construction trades, and the metalwork- was tight, with first-class loans being 
ing industry. Although the construction marketed at over 4 percent. 
industry was operating at a record level, . 
some indication that the total efforts in roe tiga aged 
the current building season would not ‘ ee 
be as high as originally planned, partly Foreign trade statistics for June re- 
owing to lack of funds. This had not flected reductions in both imports and 
been reflected in any large scale dis- ¢XPorts as compared with May, al- 
missal of foreign labor. ae hanes aa ie oe than os a 
. . Imports in June, amounting to 
ba d Prone eigenty Cig Moe — 687 million francs were 58.5 million 
sembly outlining proposed legislation @"¢s aon ca 700 aoe preceding 
governing the future development of ee ee ee ee Soe ee 
atomic energy in Switzerland. A new first tinap Cae: peer. _ Exports, at S586 
million, were 36.9 million short of the 


level achieved in May. The net adverse 
balance on visible items was 149.3 mil- 
lion francs. 

The tremendous upsurge of imports 
in the first half of 1957 has resulted 
in a trade deficit of 1,091.2 million 
francs, as compared with only 643.2 
million for the like period in 1956. This 
deficit has been surpassed only once 
since commercial statistics have been 
kept in Switzerland and that was in 
the first half of 1948 when a large-scale 
formation of inventory was _ under- 
taken. 

The reduction in imports is partly 
accounted for by seasonal factors 
coupled with important reductions in 
deliveries of bread grains, coal, and ma- 
chinery. The value of motor vehicles 
imported was in excess of 57 million 
francs, a gain of 10 million as com- 
pared with June 1956, while wool im- 
ports were up by approximately 5.5 
million and steel by 4.5 million. Im- 








Two U. S. Consulates 
Opened in Africa 


A U. S. Consulate was estab- 
lished at Yaounde, capital of 
French Cameroons. on July 5. 

Previously, American interests 
in the French Cameroons were 
represented by the Consulate Gen- 
eral in Leopoldville, Belgian 
Congo. 

A new Consulate also was 
opened on June 17 in Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast, French West Africa. 

Initially, the Abidjan Consulate 
will have jurisdiction over the 
Territory of the Ivory Coast only. 
The Consulate General at Dakar 
retains the other territory and the 
overall responsibility for French 
West Africa, 








(Continued on page 28) 
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German Republic To Revise Foreign 
Trade and Payments Regulations 


The draft of a new set of foreign trade and payments regulations 
is being discussed by the German Economics Ministry with leading 
business organizations in the Federal Republic. 

The proposed measure contemplates a change from the principle 
of general prohibition with certain enumerated exemptions, to that of 
a general authorization with certain enumerated exceptions. 


The system of regulations currently 
in force is based on Allied Military 
Government laws which prohibit all 
transactions involving foreign currency 
assets and transactions between resi- 
dents and nonresidents except as spe- 
cifically authorized. The Bank deutscher 
Laender is empowered to authorize 
such exemptions and has issued numer- 
ous general authorizations as economic 
conditions have improved in recent 
years. Implementing regulations in 
the field of foreign commerce are is- 
sued by the Ministry of Economics in 
the form of Foreign Trade Circular De- 
crees. 


If the proposed new measure is 
adopted a large body of Bank deutscher 
Laender general authorizations and 
some 90 Foreign Trade Circular De- 
crees will go out of force. Taking 
their place will be: 

@ A single basic regulation (Anord- 
nung No. 1) authorizing all foreign 
trade and payments transactions except 
those specifically mentioned as subject 
to the issuance of an individual permit. 


® Thirteen implementing regulations 
(Anordnungen 2-14) covering in more 
detail the various aspects of the field. 
The revised system would continue to 
be based on the military government 
laws until passage of basic legislation 
currently under consideration in the 
Legislature. 


Import, Export Control 
Base Changed 


The Economics Ministry has _ indi- 
cated that a number of transactions 
currently requiring individual permits 
will be generally authorized under the 
draft proposal. Regulations necessary 
to administer the remaining area of 
control have been simplified as far as 
possible. 

Commodities which have been freed 
from quantitative import restrictions 
are e@urrently enumerated in “liberal- 
ization lists.” Under the proposed new 
system, all commodities will be liber- 
alized except those listed as still sub- 
ject to the issuance of individual import 
permits. 

Following the pattern of the current 
dollar area liberalization, goods orig- 
inating in the Organization for Euro- 
pean Cooperation (OEEC) and OEEC 
associated areas could, under the new 


6 





plan, be purchased from countries out- 
side those areas, except those of the 
Soviet bloc. The import of quota items 
under customs prenote procedure for 
processing and reexportation on im- 
porter’s account, as well as the importa- 
tion for processing on foreign account 
of liberalized goods which are not sub- 
ject to duty and other charges upon 
import, would be permitted without 
special authorization. For the import 
of quota items for processing which 
are not subject to duties and other 
charges upon import an automatic 
authorization procedure is provided 
with control on reexport. 


For transit trade, the requirement of 
an individual permit would be retained 
on only a very limited number of items, 
and procedures would be simplified. 

Since import permits, when required, 
would be necessary only for imports of 
those items which enter domestic trade, 
importers would be required to report 
import transactions in which no deci- 
sion had been made regarding disposi- 
tion ‘of the goods. 

Controls would be relaxed on the 
export of particular commodities and 
on exports to particular countries. The 
two types of permits currently in use 
(Lieferungsgenehmigung and Buchungs- 
bescheinigung) would be retained. Pro- 
cedures for clearing shipments through 
customs would be simplified through ar- 
rangements for closer cooperation be- 
tween export firms and customs offices. 

Nuclear energy materials and war 
materiel would, in view of statutory 
control regulations goverfiing these 
products, be treated separately from 
other items requiring permits. 


Control Revised on 
Other Transactions 


All present restrictions on forward 
transactions in commodity trade would 
be dropped. The present requirement 
that residents engaging in such trans- 
actions be listed in the commercial 
register would also. be relaxed. External 
service transactions would require per- 
mits in only a few cases, 

In the insurance field, individual per- 
mits would be required only in con- 
nection with life insurance. This re- 
striction would not apply to the insur- 
ing of nonresidents under German mark 


policies. A few restrictions would re- 
main on some types of property in- 
surance. 

Controls on the export of capita! 
would be considerably reduced. Specia! 
authorizations would not be required 
for: 


@ Granting of 180-day credits. 

@ Acquisition of foreign real estate. 

@ Acquisition of quoted foreign se- 
curities, 

® Acquisition of shares or the estab- 
lishment of enterprises or branch busi- 
nesses abroad up to a total value of 
3 million German marks (about 
US$714,000). 

Since Germany’s present balance of 
payments position is claimed to require 
somewhat greater control over the im- 
port of capital than over capital ex- 
ports, foreign investment in the Fed- 
eral Republic under the proposed plan 
still will have to be made through lib- 
eralized capital mark accounts although 
investments effected in this way would 
be generally authorized. 

Payments to and from residents of 
the Federal Republic are generally 
authorized under the projected measure 
except when the underlying transac- 
tion requires the issuance of an indi- 
vidual permit. The method of payment 
would remain subject to regulation. 
Payments out of limited convertibility 
accounts and the acceptance of pay- 
ments in freely convertible exchange 
would generally be permissible. 

The sole restriction on the acquisi- 
tion of traveler’s payment media—i.c., 
proof of destination when freely con- 
vertible exchange is involved—would be 
retained. 


Viet-Nam Allows Entry of 
Imports Before Tax Payments 


The Government of Viet-Nam has 
ruled that importers may withdraw 
merchandise from Customs warehouses 
without prior payment of the stabiliza- 
tion (equalization) tax imposed in 
March (see Foreign Commerce Week|ly, 
May 6, 1956, p. 8). Henceforth, the tax 
will be payable upon receipt of a bill 
from the Departmerit of National 
Economy. 

Prior to this action, importers had 
paid this tax, along with other taxes 
and duties, before withdrawing their 
goods from Customs, This liberalization 
appears to have been motivated by the 
Government’s concern over the slow 
withdrawal of goods from Customs 
brought about by Viet-Nam’s tight 
credit situation. 








Cotton production in Mexico in 1957 
is forecast as 2 million bales (500 
pounds gross) from an estimated area 
of 2,326,000 acres, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 


Foreign Commerce Week!y 
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U. K. Adopts Global 
Dollar Leather Quota 


The complicated quota arrafigements 
for leather imports into the United 
Kingdom from North America have 
been greatly simplified, the British 
Board of Trade has announced. The 
system has been replaced by one on 
a global basis for all dollar countries. 

The quota established for the import 
of dressed and undressed leather of 
all kinds, for the year ending July 31, 
1958, is increased to £2 million f. o. b. 
(£2.2 million c. i. f.) originating in and 
consigned from Bolivia, Canada, Colom- 
bia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Re- 
public, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guate- 
mala, Haiti, Honduras, Liberia, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Philippines, United 
States, and Venezuela. 

The new quota supersedes all previous 
arrangements for the import of leather 
from the foregoing countries and repre- 
sents an increase of about £1% million. 

The Board of Trade requires that ap- 
plications by United Kingdom importers 
against this quota should be made. to 
cover the applicant’s requirements for 
the period ended December 31, 1957, 
and should be accompanied by an esti- 
mate of their requirements for the 
period January-July 1958. Licenses cov- 
ering requirements for the period ended 
December 31, 1957, will be made valid 
until March 31, 1958, and will be issued 
as soon after August 14, 1957, as pos- 
sible, . 


Applicants will be notified at a late 
date of arrangements for the issue of 
further licenses to cover the January- 
July 1958 period. 














































Turkish Producers Import 
Against Future Earnings 


Turkey has authorized mineral pro- 
ducers to import mining and transpor- 
tation equipment and replacement parts 
against 15 percent of their anticipated 
foreign exchange earnings from future 
deliveries, scheduled over a period ex- 
ceeding 1 year, to contractual purchas- 
ers. Such imports require the advance 
approval of the Central Bank. 

This action was taken under the pro- 
Visions of circular No. 640, effective 
June 11, 1957. 


Mineral producers, up to a maximum 
of 20 percent of their foreign exchange 
earnings, also are permitted to pay for- 
eign contractors for the handling of ore 
from mines to port loading points. Such 
Contracts require the prior approval of 
the Ministry of Economy and Commerce 
and the Union of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, Industry and Commodity Ex- 
thanges.— U. S. Embassy, Ankara. 
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Bank of Spain Raises 
Interest Rates 


The Bank of Spain raised the 
commercial discount rate from 
4.25 percent to 5 percent, and the 
rediscount rate from 3.4 percent 
to 5 percent, effective July 22. 

These rate increases are a cor- 
rective measure needed to limit 
credit expansion and check in- 
flationary and speculative tenden- 
cies, according to the Spanish 


ess, 

The former rates had been in 
effect since September 1956, when 
the discount rate was increased 
from 3.75 percent and the redis- 
count rate from 3 percent, 











Control of Imports 
Changed by Colombia 


All imports into Colombia require an 
import license (import registration cer- 
tificate) which is issued without quota 
upon payment of a 20-percent ad valo- 
rem deposit. Many items considered 
nonessential are prohibited or require 
prior import license approved by the 
Superintendencia Nacional de Importa- 
ciones. 

An exchange permit is not required. 
The importer purchases foreign ex- 
change from the bank concerned upon 
submission of the import registration 
and evidence (customs manifests) that 
the goods have entered Colombia. Pay- 
ment for foreign exchange must be 
made with exchange certificates (certifi- 
cados de cambio). 

These changes should be made in the 
comments on Colombia in the “Sum- 
mary of Foreign Control Regulations 
Applying to Imports From the United 
States,” which appeared in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, June 10, 1957, page 
7. (See also Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 22, p. 7.) 





Venezuelan Board Approves 
New Customs Duty on Eggs 


The National Economic Council, an 
advisory board under Venezuela’s Min- 
istry of Development, has approved a 
new customs duty on eggs. 

This duty is 0.20 bolivar a gross 
kilogram on shell eggs (hens) for con- 
sumption, 0.18 bolivar a gross kilogram 
on fertile eggs for hatching, and 0.15 
bolivar a gross kilogram on unspecified 
eggs. 

In addition, the Council suggests that 
the Government require all offshore 
eggs to be branded “Export” and that 
each egg be stamped with date of 
laying. 

The duty which is now 2 bolivares a 
kilogram has generally been exonerated. 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Greece Relaxes Control 
On Olive-Oil Exports 


The export of 3,000 tons of olive oil 
from Greece to free exchange areas or 
to European Payments Union (EPU) 
countries has been authorized by the 
Foreign Trade Board. 

This decision of July 3, 1957, au- 
thorizes the Bank of Greece to issue 
export licenses for “domestically pro- 
duced virgin olive oil of up to 2 percent 
acidity and for blended or refined olive 
oil of less than 1 percent acidity” up 
to a global quota of 3,000 tons when 
such oil is packed in steel drums. 

The Bank was authorized to begin is- 
suing licenses on July 18 on a first- 
come-first-served basis for payment 
against irrevocable letter of credit or 
against shipping documents. 


On June 7 the Foreign Trade Board 
had authorized the Bank of Greece to 
issue export licenses in unlimited quan- 
tities for blended, virgin, or refined olive 
oil of less than 1 percent acidity and 
for blended olive oil of an acidity of not 
more than 2.5 percent when packed in 
lithographed tin containers. 


These rulings are in anticipation of 
a bumper olive-oil crop for 1957 and 
follow the relaxation of November 1956 
which established a global export quota 
of 5,000 tons of olive oil in lithographed 
tin containers of up to 44 pounds. Fur- 
ther relaxation in April and May 1957 
allowed export of olive oil in steel 
drums to trade agreement countries and 
authorized export in steel drums of 750 
tons to the United States and 300 tons 
to Italy. Only 300 tons of the U.S. 
quota were approved and none of the 
Italian quota when the global quota of 
5,000 tons was exhausted, 


Greece had placed an embargo on 
olive-oil exports in late 1955 because 
of a poor crop. The Government is con- 
templating the removal of all export re- 
strictions on olive oil regardless of the 
form of packing provided payment is in 
freely transferable dollar or sterling ex- 
change, or in the currency of a buying 
EPU country, according to press re- 
ports. 





Honduran Imports of Sugar 
Temporarily Duty Free 


Imports of sugar into Honduras are 
duty free for the remainder of calen- 
dar year 1957, effective July 19. 


Previous rates were $0.075 a gross 
kilogram on unrefined beet and cane 
sugar and $0.09 a gross kilogram on 
refined sugar. 

This action, as in a number of pre- 
vious years, was taken to reduce sugar 
prices, rising in Honduras because of 
an irf8ufficient supply of sugar from 
domestic production, 
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New Tariff for Morocco Analyzed 


Further information on the new Moroccan Customs Tariff indi- 
cates that while most of the basic duty rates have been increased from 
10 percent to an average of about 20 percent, total duties and taxes 
levied on some of the items imported from the United States into the 
Southern (former French) Zone of Morocco, show a decrease. 

(For the earlier story on the new 
Moroccan tariff see Foreign Commerce cent special tax are: The 1-percent tax 
Weekly, July 1, 1957, p. 11.) for harbor works, the 3-percent general 

This decrease results from the low- consumption tax, and in some cases the 
ering of the transaction tax, from the 1-percent luxury tax. 
previous 7 percent to 5 percent, and in These differences in the tax rates are 
some cases from the lowering of the due to the fact that, while politically 
basic duty rate. The transaction tax, the three zones have been unified, eco- 
levied on all imports, amounted to 1 nomic integration has not been achieved 
percent for a number years, but was and each of the zones in general, until 
increased to 5 percent in April 1956 further notice, continues to adhere to 
(see Foreigh Commerce Weekly July 2, its old import laws and regulations. 
1956, p. 10), and to 7 percent in Feb- Special internal consumption taxes on 
ruary 1957, various products and other miscellane- 

A table giving the leading imports ous taxes continue to be levied in all 
from the United States and the new three zones. 
and old duties and taxes, together with ° ge 
the method of calculation of the totals, Objectives Stated 

For New Tariff 


is herein given. Se 
: 7 The objectives of the new tariff, as 
Tariff as Applied stated by the Moroccan officials, are 
To Other Zones as follows: To protect and encourage 
Total duties and taxes on the same the developing of Moroccan industries 
items imported into the Northern (for- and thus further the industrialization of 
mer Spanish) Zone and Tangier (former Morocco and provide work for the coun- 
International) Zone would be somewhat  try’s unemployed, and to provide addi- 
different because of the difference in tional income to the Treasury. These 
additional taxes still maintained in the Objectives are reflected in the rates for 

three zones. Thus in the Northern Zone, Various items. 
a 744-percent welfare tax is added to Luxury goods pay 35 percent, and in 
the basic duty and the 244-percent spe- some cases (flowers and carpets) even 
cial tax, instead of the 5-percent trans- 50 percent. Finished products are levied 
action tax and the 1-percent stamp tax. at the rate of 15 to 30 percent and even 
In Tangier the additional taxes to be 35 percent, with higher rates applying 
added to the basic rate and the 244-per- to nonessential goods and luxury items; 


Changes in Customs Tariff Affecting Leading Moroccan Imports from the 











United States 
Total duties* 
Imports in 1955 and taxes 
Customs Million Thousand Former New New 
reference No. Commodity francs! dollars tariff tariff custome 
percent percent duty 
basic rate 
~ percent 
ad valorem 
Ex15-07 Soya oil (unrefined) for soap................... 226 646 20.5 18.25 10 
Ex15-07 Cotton oil (unrefined) mfg ..........000.. 2,468 20.5 18.25 10 
17-04 Confectionery (sucreries) .o...ccccccccun { 339 20.5 44.75 35 
Ex24-02 Cigarettes* . seiptnidewetinnaaniinliaiiail Rioniicene 47 eee 1 tariff, unchanged 
25-03 Sulfur, unrefined febirDom 311 20.5 12.95 5 
27-10 Gasoline for Aircraft? ............cccccccecccscceseees : 1,491 20.5 18.25 10 
Ex40-11 Tires 
15 kilograms and less ........... 309 20.5 $4.15 2 
Over 15 to 70 kilograms .... 329 20.5 23.55 15 
Over 70 kilograms ... pole 260 20.5 18.25 10 
51-04 Fabrics of man-made fibers ......... 1,37 20.5 34.15 25 
65-01 Cotton, in bulk ii beiinteieaeti 1,448 9.7 10.30 2.5 
63-01 Used clothing (frippery) ... 2,417 20.5 42.10 — 32.5 
63-02 Rags (drilles et chiffons) : $ 560 20.5 18.25 10 
84-23 Drilling and boring equipment ............ 301 860 20.5 18.25 10 
84-25 Harvesting-threshing machines ............ 413 1,180 20.5 18.25 10 
84-65 Spare parts, general machinery ............ 205 586 20.5 23.55 ° 15 
84-65 Spare parts of steam engines ................ 497 1,420 20.5 23.55 15 
85-06 Refrigerators . SE ee + ES 537 1,534 20.5 34.15 25 
87-01 c....l ee eeeeeeS 1,286 20.5 18.25 10 
Ex87-02 Trucks 
Over 5 tons. diutticlicasiinialiempitmiitansnued 20.5 18.25 10 
B toms ANd UNMET coc ccccccccccescsscssseeeseeenn }1,433 4,004 20.5 23.55 15 
Ex87-02 Passenger cars 
Under 26 fiscal horsepower ..............19 630 7.514 20.5 34.45 25 
26 fiscal horsepower a and over ..........§~’ vs 20.5 44.75 35 
87-04 Chassis (with motors) . dilated ticibnn, ae 1,180 20.5 18.25 10 
87-06 Car spare parts ............... ee 886 20.5 23.55 15 


2350 Moroccan francs=US$1; 1 frane—US$0.002857. 
* Calculated on the basis of customs duty, special 244 percent and other import taxes, 
* Internal taxes not included. 

i 


Method of Calculation of 
Total Duties and Taxes 


Former tariff 
Percent 
I | nin cstssNassncesecennsinitiitntndonnne 10 or § 
IEEE. CIID * cihepciesceticcistarnchivehighpbaceictnagscasoceie 2.5 


Transaction tax (on value plus above 
I MN TN sncteaeetettecctrenicliteceeccecen 





Stamp fee (on customs duties paid) ........ 1 
Examples 
Motorcars 
aa nee ae ee ee 10 
I alec caleastcedamnensioce 2.5 
Transaction tax, 7 percent 
eR en A 7.87 
Stamp fee, 1 percent (on 12.50)... 13 
Cotton in bulk 
i EE eee Se YY | 
ES EE ae 2.5 
Transaction tax, 7 percent 
"5. Be ER ee aT 7.17 
Stamp fee, 1 percent (on 2.50)............ .08 
a ee ae 9.70 
New tariff 
Customs duties (according to 
BID nnsiiihancohscciidiinnsanansemincilietadniers 0-50 
Special a@avetenibent) EE D8 
UII SUI ss scrss Zen setnndgupincces 5 


(on value plus above duties and tax) 
Stamp fee (on customs duties paid) . 1 


Examples 
Refrigerators 
CD NI oak agi ieengitciirerinsicenrys 2 
Special (development) tax... 2.5 
Transaction tax (on 112.5) ............ . 6.37 
I gE RRL tk 28 
MR El ne lr ae x 34.15 
Tractors 
I I oda so is ciccancnsoseccesciatiocicoccece 10 


Special (development) tax.. 
EE SRE Sc ST ETE TR 
NY TIE Sccadbbcipsecstthcansccessuicndiatauliatecssveanees 1 


Se eS Lee 18.25 





finished products necessary for the de- 
velopment of the economy of the coun- 
try pay 10 percent. Semifinished prod- 
ucts, used by Moroccan industry for 
further conversion are dutiable at 5-10 
pereent when they do not compete with 
Moroccan products and up to 20 percent 


when similar products can be obtained 
from Moroccan production. 


Basic duty on raw materials needed 
by Moroccan industry and agriculture 
in most cases has been lowered, and 
these products are now subject to rates 
varying from 0 percent (seeds, animals 
for breeding, fertilizers) to 10 percent. 

Basic duty rates, in percent ad 
valorem, by commodity group are as 
follows: 

Animal products: 10 to 30, with some ex- 
emption. 


Vegetable products: 2.5 to 50, with cereals 
except rice other than for seeds, exempt froin 
duty. 


Mineral products: 5 to 25 (average 10). 
Chemicals: 10 to 30 (average 20). 

Hides and skins and leather goods: 6 to 30. 
Wood: 10 to 30. 

Paper and paper products: 10 to 35. 


Textiles: 2.5 to 50 (fabrics 25; yarn and 
thread, 12.5; used clothing, 32.5; rags 10). 


Footwear: 15 to 30. 

Glass, ceramics, etc: 10 to 40. 

Metals: 5 to 40 (average 25). 

Machinery and apparatus: 10 to 30. 
Transportation equipment: 10 to 35. 
Precision, .optical instruments, etc: 15 to 


Prior to the introduction of the new 
tariff a decree of March 28 freed im- 
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ports of gold and gold alloys from the 
customs duty, and transaction and other 
taxes. This applies to gold in ingots and 
bars and gold coins imported into any 
of the three zones.—Foreign Service 
reports and other sources. 





Brazil Modifies Exchange 
Rates for Some Trade Items 


Textile exports from Brazil have been 
granted an additional .exchange ‘bonus 
of 36 cruzeiros to the dollar, making 
an effective rate of 103 cruzeiros to the 
dollar for export sales for U. S._and 
A. C. L. (limited convertibility) dollars. 

This action has been taken to stim- 
ulate textile exports, which traditionally 
reach about $300,000 a year, and could 
improve the Brazilian market for tex- 
tile equipment and aid employment in 
that field. 

All exchange deriving from textile 
exports will be set aside in a special 
import category to be made available to 
importers of textile equipment at the 
Government rate of exchange plus 36 
cruzeiros to the dollar, making an ef- 
fective rate of 81.59 cruzeiros to the 
dollar, as compared with the regular 
commercial import auction rate of 
about 126 cruzeiros to $1 for such 
equipment. 





Geographic Publications in 
Peru Under Prior Approval 


No geographic text books or cartog- 
raphie publications showing Peru’s 
boundariés may be imported into or 
printed or circulated in Peru without 
prior authorization by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, according to a Supreme 
decree of July 5, 1957. 

Individual authorizations may be 
granted or denied by the Ministry after 
inspection of sample copies submitted 
by interested parties. Inspection of all 
publications now in circulation, by the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Edu- 
cation, is compulsory, in order to cor- 
rect errors. 

The new decree in actuality merely 
restates the provisions of an already 
existing decree and is intended to bring 
these provisions again to the attention 
of trade circles for better enforcement. 
—U. S, Embassy, Lima. 





Spain’s 1957 wheat crop prospects are 
how favorable, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. Current forecasts place 
the harvest at about 155 million bushels, 
the same as in 1956. This is somewhat 
larger’ than early-season forecasts, and 
if the crop is as large as now predicted, 


_import requirements will be somewhat 


less than had been expected. 





Hong Kong’s imports of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco in 1956 totaled 8 million 
pounds—up 18 percent from the 68 
million imported in 1955, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 


India Makes Changes 
In Policy on Export 


The Indian Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry has made certain revisions 
in its previously announced export 
policy which may benefit some private 
exporters. This was done in response to 
requests from private manganese deal- 
ers_and mine owners because of their 
export quota difficulties. The modifi- 
cations are as follows: 

@ Manganese ore en route to ports 
against quotas as of June.30, 1957, can 
be shipped as late as August 31, 1957, 
on an ad hoc basis, if proof-is provided 
to the Export Trade Controller that 


the shipment is to be made against 


contracts entered 
31, 1957. 


@ Mine owners whose quota during 
July 1956-June 1957 was 3,000 tons and 
under will be given the choice of claim- 
ing their 1957-58 quota on the basis 
of 60 percent of their actual exports 
in 1955 or 1956 or 75 percent of their 
1956-57 quota. 


® The minimum percentage of low- 
grade ores (42 percent manganese con- 
tent) that can be shipped during July 
1957-June 1958 by private dealers will 
be 40 percent of their total quota in- 
stead of 60 percent as originally an- 
nounced. This provision will not be 
mandatory for small exporters, that is, 
those whose export.quota for the year 
is 1,500 tons and under. 


The Ministry’s press note reportedly 
stated the reasons for the changes in 
the May 29, 1957, policy as: 

@ The inability of quota holders to 
utilize fully their quotas for shipment 
of manganese ore in 1956-57 resulting 
from the closure of the Suez Canal, 
Outbreak of an. influenza epidemic, 
and post congestion. 

@ Difficulties faced by small mine 
owners in meeting quotas. 

@ Hardship for exporters, particularly 
small exporters in meeting the quota 
requirements for the shipment of low- 
grade ore: 

(See Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 
8, 1957, for details of the May 29 an- 
nouncement.) 


into before March 





Portugal Limits Licenses 
For Export of Carob Beans 


Licenses for exports of carob beans 
from Portugal will not be issued by the 
National Fruit Board unless the export- 
er can show that an equal quantity of 
beans has been furnished to the do- 
mestic industry at prices fixed by the 
Board, under Ministerial order No. 
16344 of July 11. 


The decree sets up a Commission for 
the regulation of the production and 
distribution of carob beans, to assure 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Pakistan Import Policy 
Eased for Rest of Year 


Pakistan’s import policy for the last 
half of 1957 indicates that slightly more 
foreign exchange may be available for 
imports, as some new consumer items 
have been added to the importable list. 
However, as in the preceding licensing 
period, the policy features the continu- 
ation of a restricted level. of commer- 
cial imports, increased emphasis on 
meeting the needs of existing industries 
rather than establishment of new ones, 
and the attempt to satisfy East Pakis- 
tan’s growing needs. 

The importable list now includes 214 
items, compared with 193 in the preced- 
ing 6-month period. Forty-two items are 
reserved for licensing exclusively to in- 
dustrial consumers compared with 39 
items in the January-June period. 


Newly added items to the licensable 
list for the July-December 1957 period 
include firearms; sulfuric acid; hair clip- 
pers; pressure lamps and parts; nondo- 
mestic enamelled ironware; musical in- 
struments; long-playing records; linseed 
oil; groundnut seeds; living plants; vege- 
table and flower seeds; onion seeds in- 
cluding onions; sago; potato seeds; arti- 
ficial silk yarn and thread; umbrella 
cloth; fents; animals (brood mares); 
tricycles; buttons; smokers’ requisites; 
and mechanical and educational toys. 

Items previously importable but de- 
layed from the list for the current li- 
censing period are bookbinding cloth; 
woven labels; mustard oil and seed; 
and ale, beer, porter, cider, and other 
fermented liquors. 

Import licenses will be valid for im- 
ports from any country. However, li- 
censes also may be issued for imports 
of certain licensable commodities (not 
yet designated) from a few countries 
with which Pakistan has trade agree- 
ments calling for single country licens- 
ing. 

A preliminary announcement of Pak- 
istan’s’ current import policy appeared 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 15, 
1957, page 9. 

Requests for information on specific 
commodities may be obtained from the 
Far Eastern Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





adequate supplies of the raw material 
to Portuguese producers of locust bean 
gum and other derivatives. 


The processing and exportation of 
carob bean products are becoming of 
increasing importance in Portugal. Most 
of the trade is centered in the Algarve 
district, where a number of processing 
plants have been set up in recent. years. 
—U. S. Embassy, Lisbon, 





August 12, 1957 
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Large-Scale Industry Development Construction at Port 
Planned by Government of Iraq 


Opportunities for private U. S. investment in a variety of enter- 
prises are indicated in the Government of Iraq’s announced plan for 


industrial development. 


The plan, which covers an approximate 6-year period, was prepared 
for the Government of Iraq by Arthur D. Little, Inc. of Cambridge, 


Mass., in cooperation with the Interna- 
tional Cooperation Administration fol- 
lowing an extensive on-the-spot survey. 


With the exception of those industries 
which normally fall within the realm of 
public utilities—power, communications, 
transportation—the plan recommends 
that industrial development be carried 
out exclusively in the private sector. 


The total program, divided into four 
stages, will require an investment of ap- 
proximately US$120.4 million. It is 
anticipated that a certain amount of 
additional private investment can be 
expected as the program develops and 
further opportunities are revealed. 

Phase I, covering the first 18 months 
period, includes the extension and im- 
provement of existing industries as well 
as the establishment of new industries. 
Opportunities for investment in this 
part of the program include: 


Expansion of the building-materials 
and construction industry to provide 
for a 50-percent increase in the capacity 
of existing brick plants as “well as an 
improvement in the quality of bricks, 
mortar, cements, concrete products, 
etc.; improvement and expansion of the 
date-product industries to enable the 
manufacture of date syrup and the ap- 
plication of date byproducts in the 
chemical and feedstuffs industries; 


Agricultural development and quality 
improvement of Iraq’s livestock, / in- 
creased production and quality improve- 
ment of cotton, establishment of central- 
ized milking operations, and of model 
farms for the cultivation of oil-bearing 
crops such as peanuts, soybeans, sun- 
flowers; establishment and expansion of 
facilities for the manufacture of metal 
doors and windows, refrigeration units, 
agricultural machinery and spare parts, 
and development of a machine shop and 
foundry. 

New industries under Phase I include 
the establishment of a rayon textile 
mill; sulfur extraction plant; paper 
plant; and caustic soda and chlorine 
plant. 


Phase II, to cover the second 18- 
month period, calls for additional textile 
mills, steel rolling mills, fertilizer 
plants, and extension and improvement 
of the agricultural-products, metal 
products, and building-materials in- 
dustries. 


Phase III includes a rayon plant, and 
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plastic-materials plant for ethylene and 
polyethylene, 

Phase IV will include the construction 
of steel g furnaces, plastic-materials 
plant expansion, animal-feedstuffs plant, 
etc. 


Firms interested in additional details 
concerning the industrial development 
plans of the Government of Iraq are 
invited to address their inquiries to the 
Ministry of Development, Baghdad. 

A copy of the plan for Industrial De- 
velopment in Iraq, prepared by the 
Arthur D. Little company, is available 
for review in the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or any of the 
Department’s Field Offices. 





India Switch Concern 
Wants Machinery 


Technical assistance and machinery 
and equipment required for the produc- 
tion of a motor control starter, iron 
clad switches, and fractional horse- 
power motors is sought by the Indian 
firm, R. J. Alcock & Co., for the pro- 
posed establishment of a factory near 
Calcutta. 

The firm proposes initially to manu- 
facture motor control starters and iron 
clad switches, and eventually, a. c. 
motors, transformers, distribution 
boards, and domestic appliances. 

The capital requirement for this fac- 
tory, estimated by R. J. Alcock at ap- 
proximately US$371,000, reportedly is 
available from Indian sources; however, 
the U. S. firm, as its share in the joint 
enterprise, would be expected to con- 
tribute equipment and machinery, and 
technical personnel to act in managerial 
capacities. The American firm also is 
requésted to provide blueprints for the 
complete layout of the proposed factory 
having an estimated monthly produc- 
tion of 500 fractional horsepower 
motors, 6,000 iron clad switches, and 
3,500 motor control starters. 

A copy of the preliminary proposal is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 


Of Rangoon Planned 


The Board of Management for the 
Port of Rangoon invites U. S. contrac- 
tors to bid on a supply and construction 
contract for development of the Port 
of Rangoon, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has reported. 

The work involved in this contract 
(No. 2) includes supply and erection 
of three transit sheds in structural 
steel, with concrete floors and brick- 
work, part 2-storyed, each approxi- 
mately 450-feet long by 200 feet wide; 
one 2-storyed warehouse, approximately 
293 feet long by 100 feet wide; one 
single-storyed crane maintainence shop, 
320 feet long by 130 feet wide; and one 
single-storyed warehouse, 210 feet long 
by 150 feet wide. 

The buildings are to be erected on 
and behind Sule Pagoda Wharves Nos. 
5, 6, and 7, now under construction by 
separate contract. 

Bids will be considered only from 
contractors of established reputation in 
building and civil engineering. The 
structural steel work must be supplied 
by an approved firm and may be under- 
taken either by the general contractor 
or by a sub-contractor within the main 
contract. Tender documents were ex- 
pected to be available early in August. 
Bid deadline for the project is Septem- 
ber 28, 1957. 

U. S. firms interested in bidding on 
this project should file their applications 
with the Chairman, Board of Manage- 
ment for the Port of Rangoon, P. O. 
Box 1, Rangoon. A brief resume of 
qualifications should accompany the ap- 
plication. 

A circular concerning the project is 
available from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Iraq Soon To Invite Bids 


For Railroad Line Projects 
A survey of the proposed Baghdad- 
Kut-Nasiriya-Basra standard gage rail- 
road line has been completed and the 
Iraq State Railways contemplates soon 
issuing invitations to bid on projects 
connected with the construction of the 
line, according to the Assistant Direc- 
tor General of Iraq State Railways. 
These projects will include bridges at 
various points across the Tigres and 
Euphrates rivers as well as earth mov- 
ing, grading, and drainage required to 
build the road-bed. The new railroad 
will be approximately 325 miles long. 





correspond with B. K. Ghose, director, 
P. O. Box 231, Mission Court P12, 
Mission Row Extension, Calcutta 1, 
India, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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; orld Trade Directory | 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 
- on private foreign firms or indi- 
~ viduals mentioned in the World 
-*Trade Leads department of For- 
* eign Commerce Weekly are avail- © 
- able to qualified U. S. firms—or @ 
- will be prepared on request— 


~ through the Commercial Intelli- 


2 gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
* for’ $1 each. The reports also may 
_ be obtained “through the Depart- 
- ment’s Field Offices. 
Requests for these reports % 
» should include the names and # 
- addresses of the firms or indi- 
* viduals. oe 
* The information given in a & 
* World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods # 
' handled, operation methods, size © 
- of business, capital, sales volume, ¥ 
. trade and financiakweputation, and & 
other’ pertinent business informa- @ 
tion. E 










NATO Construction in Italy 
Opened to U. S. Bidders 


A new project in Italy has been 
opened to U. S, bidders under the inter- 
national bidding procedure of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
announced, 

The project, located at Campomarino, 
calls for construction of airbase POL 
storage, estimated at $259,000. August 
16 is the filing deadline for applications 
to bid. Interested U. S. firms should file 
with the Ministero Difesa—Aeronautica, 
Direzione Generale Demanio, Ufficio 
Stadi—1 Sezione, Viale Castro Pretorio, 
Rome, .« 

Information on their qualifications 
should be enclosed on appropriate forms 
obtainable from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. The outside envelope, 
the application, and the qualifications 
form should clearly show the appro- 
priate project reference No, 083. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to the 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
scribed in the brochure on the NATO 
program available from that Division. 





Hong Kong’s imports of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco from the United States 
amounted to 4.1 million pounds, com- 
pared with 3.9 million in 1955, and 
represented 52.5 percent of total im- 
ports, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 
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German Firm To Purchase Machinery 


Coutinho, Caro & Co., 27 Kasernenstrasse, Duesseldorf, Germany, 
large importer of rolling mill products, metals, and machinery, is in- 
terested in buying plant and machinery for various industries. 

The firm, planning to send its engineers to the United States some- 
time after the middle of August to discuss offers with U.S. manufactur- 


ers, would like to receive offers at the 
earliest possible date on the following: 


Washing and rinsing machine for hair, 
wool, skins, etc., minimum capacity of 
1,500 kilograms per 8-hour day; installa- 
tions for delining and gaging of sheep 
and goat casings, capacity of approxi- 
mately 500 casings an hour; mechanical 
installation for processing sheep and 
goat skins for the manufacture of 
pickled pelts, capacity of 5,000 pieces 
a day; tanning plant for processing 
sheep and goat skins for the manufac- 
ture of clothing leather, lining leather, 
upper leather; universal high duty 
electrie driven baling press for skins; 
single band dryer for tannery; 


Plant for processing raisins, mini- 


mum capacity of 2,000 kilograms an 


hour; packing machinery for raisins; 
fruit (apricot) cannery, medium ca- 
pacity; plant for processing apricots; 
fruit pulp plant, medium capacity; 
almond cracking machine, minimum 
capacity of 300 pounds an_ hour; 
automatic high-speed line for the 
production of sanitary cans, capacity 
of 300 cans a minute; complete in- 
stallation for the manufacture of 
barrels, capacity of approximately 400 
barrels a day; 


Complete installation for the manu- 
facture of boxes, consisting of sawmill, 
wood dryer, box nailing machine, 
stapling machine, capacity of 1,500 
boxes in 8-hour day, measurements 
maximum . 500/350/200 mm.; cotton 
press installation; cotton grading in- 
stallation; pulse-cleaning machine to 
be used also for seed-cleaning machine, 
capacity of 2,000 to 3,000 kilograms an 
hour; complete installation for the 
preparation—stoning, cutting, washing 
of fruit. 





Proposed Paper Mill in 
Canada Offers Opportunity 


An opportunity for U. S. investment 
in a pulp and paper mill in Manitoba 
is offered by the Department of Indus- 
try and Commerce of the Provincial 
Government of Manitoba, Canada. 


Manitoba has included in her plans 
for the development of northern Mani- 
toba a pulp and paper mill to utilize 
the larg timber resources of that area. 
Construction of a hydroelectric power- 
plant by the Manitoba Hydro-Electric 
Board to produce power for the pulp 
and paper mill has already begun. 


The Department of Industry and 





Expanded Business 
Aim of Indian Group 


Fifteen prominent Indian business- 
men will visit the United States in Sep- 
tember, under the sponsorship of the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry. 


Led by G. D. Birla, industrialist, the 
group will meet with U. S. businessmen 
to discuss opportunities for collabora- 
tion between Indian and American busi- 
ness. 


Individual members of the delegation 
will bring with them specific projects 
for discussion. They hope to be able to 
arrange for the exchange of technical 
know how under licensing agreements 
and for the provision of technical as- 
sistance, capital, and long-term credits 
needed to support industrial develop- 
ment in the private sector under the 
second 5-year plan. 


The group will arrive in New York 
on September 10 where they will remain 
until September 17, meeting with finan- 
cial and industrial companies. The 
visitors will be in Washington Septem- 
ber 18-28 attending meetings of the In- 
ternational Bank and calling on gov- 
ernment officials. On September 29, the 
delegation will return to New York to 
attend the Far East-American Coun- 
cil’s Conference, The group will visit 
Montreal October 7-10, returning to the 
United States for several additional 
days on October 11. 

Anyone wishing to meet with the 
delegation should communicate with M. 
Gopal Menon, Consul General of India, 
551 Fifth Avenue, New York; the In- 
dian Consulate, 240 San Fernando Way, 
San Francisco, Calif.; or the Indian 
Embassy, First Secretary (Commer- 
cial), Washington, D. C. 





Commerce is seeking a firm well estab- 
lished in the pulp and paper industry 
and technically qualified to undertake 
this project. No capital investment is 
sought. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with the Department of Industry 
and Commerce, Legislative Building, 
Winnipeg, Canada. 

Hong Kong’s reexports of unmanu- 
factured tobacco in 1956 amounted to 
1.3 million pounds, compared with 1.9 
million in 1955, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reporss. 
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New Equipment Wanted Overseas 


Several foreign governments, ‘through their authorized procurement 
agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential interest 


to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Greece 

Asphalt mixers, 6, capacity: Four, 5 
cubic meters per hour, two, 20 to 25 
cubic meters per hour. Asphalt heaters 
and sprayers, 12, automotive, capacity: 
Six, 400 to 500 liters, six, 501 to 750 
liters. Asphalt spreaders, 3, crawler 
type, spreading track about 2 meters 
with pounding system for forming as- 
phaltic carpets. Bids invited until Au- 
gust 19 by the Ministry of Finance, 
State Procurement Service, 56 El. 
Venizelos Street, Athens.* 

Wire, copperweld type, 2,530,000 
pounds, estimated value $1.1 million; 
bids invited until August 22 by the 
Hellenic Telecommunications Organiza- 
tions, Ltd. (OTE), Supply Committee, 
15 Stadiou Street, Athens.* 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Greek Foreign Trade 
Administration, 1028 Connecticut Ave- 
nue N. W., Washington, D. C. 


India 


Tug-passenger launch, new or second 
hand, capable of transporting 30 to 40 
workmen and towing barges within port 
limits; bids invited until September 6 
by the Chief Engineer, Madras Port 
Trust, Madras. 

Tender documents may be obtained 
from that authority for $2.10 a set, 
not refundable.* 


Scales, 1, 40-ton; bids invited until 
September 3 by the Iranian Sugar Fac- 
tories, Tehran. Specifications in French.* 


New Zealand 


Paper: Untearable heavy tag manila, 
2,500 pounds; unglazed pastel, 50,000 
sheets; white blotting, 600 reams; 
waxed, white, 50 reams; gummed, white, 
600 reams; printing, white, 650 reams; 
tender No. 1636. Bids invited until Sep- 
tember 1 by the Government Printing 
and Stationery Department, Private 
Bag, Government Buildings, P. O. Well- 
ington. 

Specifications available on loan from 
the New Zealand Government Trade 
Commissioner, 1145 19th Street N. W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dampeners, pulsation type for pumps; 
bid deadline August 21. Pumps, 1 only, 
alternatively 10, 20; contractors self 
priming, 2-inch. Concrete mixers, 1 only, 
alternatively 3, 6; closed drum non- 
tilting, capacity 10 cubic feet dry, 
diesel driven. Graders, 1 only, alter- 
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natively 5, 10, road maintenance type, 
diesel driven. Bid deadline August 22. 
Bids invited by Stores Manager, Min- 
istry of Works, P. O. Box 8024, Well- 
ington.* 


Cotton Mill Expansion 
Planned in Turkey 


The Turkish firm of Dr. Eng. Adil 
Belgin, consulting engineers and con- 
tractors, is seeking U. S. capital for 
the expansion of cotton and weaving 
mills at Maltepe, near Istanbul. 


The expansion plan envisages a 
25,000-spindle spinning mill, a 200-loom 
weaving mill, and equipment for 
dressing, -dyeing, mercerizing, and 
gauzing. f 

Investment in the form of machinery 
and equipment, technical know-how, 
and a certain amount of working cap- 
ital is sought by Adil Belgin. The 
Turkish mill owners are understood to 
seek a partnership arrangement with 
the investor. 

The spinning mill at present pro- 
duces cotton thread of 4/1 to 60/1 to 
60/2—-standard numbers—in packages 
of 10 pounds each. The cotton mill 
also is in full production, and accord- 
ing to the owners, its entire output is 
sold the day of production. ‘The pro- 
posed expansion is planned to meet the 
increasing demand. , 

A brief outline of the Turkish part- 
nership, Osman Caglar-Sahin Ingel- 
Nihat Serim Iplik ve Manifatura, own- 
ers of the mills, is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with Adil Belgin, Fermen- 
eciler Cad., Aker Han 106/11-14, Galata, 
Istanbul. 








Egypt Again Extends Date 


The date for opening bids for supply 
and erection of five transformer sta- 
tions in Egypt has been extended from 
July 30 to September 30. : 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, April 8, page 10. 





Yugoslavia’s 1957 wheat crop pros- 
pects indicate a harvest of about 35 
percent above the small 1956 produc- 
tion, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports 


Australian Producer 


Plans Diversification 


E. Sachs & Co., Ltd., Brisbane manu- 
facturer specializing in builders and 
plumbers hardware, seeks licensing ar- 
rangements with U. S. firms for manu- 
facture of new or allied lines in 
Australia. 


The Australian company, said to be 
one of the largest in its field, manu- 
factures a complete range of electrical 
appliances, electric ranges, gas appli- 
canes, dairy equipment, and irrigation 
equipment. The firm’s manufacturing 
activities include all phases of sheet 
metal work, deep drawing press work, 
stampings, and foundry work. 


E. Schas & Co. is particularly inter- 
ested in a line of small products. While 
the company has not engaged in die- 
molded plastics, it is understood that 
this line would be given favorable con- 
sideration if a suitable U. S. product 
could be obtained. The company also 
is in a position to undertake manu- 
facture of baked enamel or porcelain 
enamel products. 


A listing of products manufactured 
by the company, together with a Sep- 
tember 1956 annual report, is available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with H, Peter J. Sachs, sales 
director, 88-102 Brookes Street, Valley, 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. 





English Company To Sell 
Storage System Patent 


Complete know-how and a U. S. 
patent application for a new invention 
in storage equipment are offered for sale 
by an English company, the name of 
which is withheld here by request. 

The system is based on storage in 
depth which permits gangway lengths 
and access space generally to be re- 
duced to an absolute minimum, Mar- 
keted under the trade name, Pivoted 
Wing, the system comprises a number 
of unit storage sections—fitted with 
bins or shelving—mounted on 3 wheels 
and pivoted within a container frame- 
work, which glides in and out from the 
container in an arc. Each unit reported- 
ly will hold from a few pounds to one 
ton, 


A brochure describing the storage 
system is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D, C. 

Supplemental data also may »be ob- 
tained from the Engineering Industries 
Association, 9 Seymour Street, London 
ys 1, England. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Netherlands Producer 
Offers Dust Separator 


Bronswerk N.V., manufacturer of air- 
conditioning units, industrial exhaust 
systems, dust separators, boilers, unit 
heaters, and related products, wishes 
to license a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture in the United States of its 
patented dust separator. 


The company, established in 1867, 
reportedly is one of the leading manu- 
facturers in its field in the Nether- 
lands. 


The dust separator, designed for in- 
dustrial use, is manufactured under 
the trade name Econdust. Three sizes 
of the Econdust are available to the 
U. S. licensee. The smallest unit re- 
portedly has a nominal air displace- 
ment of 205 cubic feet a minute; a 
larger unit will displace 710 cubic feet 
a minute; and the largest unit, 2,470 
cubic feet a minute. The separator is 
claimed by the company to he partic- 
ularly well adapted for operation under 
extreme moist air conditions. 

A brochure describing the Econdust 
is available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


Interested firms also are invited to 


correspond with Bronswerk N. V,, 
Amesfoort, Netherlands. 





Patent for Cork Flooring 
Offered by French Firm 


E. Comisso, manufacturer of floor and 
wall coverings, is offering to sell patent 
rights for a unique floor covering to a 
U. S, manufacturer, 


The covering, composed of a layer of 
cork on whieh is superimposed small 
bits and fragments of wood held to- 
gether by a plastic mixture, is said to 
have a mosaic appearance. 


The company also is offering a marble 
covered cement tile for use on walls, 
The process for manufacture is basically 
the same as that used in the flooring. 
Production is said to be inexpensive due 
to the use of scrap wood particles, mar- 
ble chips, and dust, 

E. Comisso holds patents for these 
products in France, Switzerland, Eng- 
land, and Australia. An application for 
a U. S. patent has been filed, 

Supplemental data, in French and 
German, is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
address inquiries to the company, 9 


rue Maunoury, Bois Colombes, Seine, 
France, 
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Belgian Fuse Maker 
Wants Licensor 


Ateliers Stenne, S. A., manufac- 
turer of fuses and primers for 
bombs, mortars, shells, and car- 
tridges, is interested in a licens- 
ing arrangement with a U. S. firm 
for manufacture of equipment to 
which its facilities in Belgium can 
be adapted. : 

The Belgian company is now 
manufacturing fuses for use on 
2-inch mortars, mortars of 60 and 
81 millimeters, shells of 40, 75, 90, 
and 155 millimeters, cartridge 
cases of 90 and 105 millimeters, 
and other military items. Com- 
plete production facilities are said 
to be available. 

Ateliers Stenne, S. A., 29-35 rue 
Michel Duchatto, Herstal-Liege, 
invites correspondence from in- 
terested companies. 











Australia Shopping Centers 
Offer Investment Leads 


An opportunity for U. S. investment 
in construction and leasing of stores in 
suburban shopping centers, or in merg- 
ing with established Australian depart- 
ment and food store chains planning to 
establish branches in suburban areas, 
is open to U. S. firms according to re- 
ports from the U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral at Sydney. 

While the movement toward self-serv- 
ice stores in suburban shopping centers 
has been gradual, indications point to 
a more rapid expansion. Australia’s first 
shopping center, established in Brisbane 
in the suburb of Chermside in May 
1957, includes 30 stores having parking 


space for approximately 700 cars. The 
first Sydney shopping center is sched- 
uled for completion in November. 
Specific opportunities for investment 
in Australia are reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly and in the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce bulletin, Invest- 
ment Opportunities Abroad, Suppk- 
mental data are available from BFC’s 
Investment Development Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. Interested firms 
also may obtain a copy of BFC’s hand- 
book, Investment in Australia, at $0.65. 


Brazilian Institute Wishes 
Aguardente Markets Abroad 





The Instituto do Acucar e do Alcohol, 
which regulates the sugarcane indus- 
tries of Brazil, is seeking foreign mar- 
kets for aguardente, an alcoholic bever- 
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German Manufacturers 
Seek License Contracts 


Two West German firms, manufac- 
turers of automobile springs and iron 


and metal goods, seek licensing ar- 
rangements with U. S. firms in related 
fields. 


Luhn & Pulvermacher KG, Federn- 
fabrik, wishes to exchange patent rights 
or negotiate licensing agreements for 
production of a patented shock absorber 
in the United States, and offers to 
supply construction plans and all neces- 
sary technical data. The company also 
would be interested in manufacturing 
in its own plant, under a similar ar- 
rangement, a patented American prod- 
uct that would complement its present 
lines. 


The firm states that its plant, located 
in the Ruhr Basin, was completely re- 
built in 1945 and is entirely modern. 
Factory premises total 8,000 square 
meters, of which 6,000 square meters 
are covered by buildings, Further in- 
formation may be obtained from Luhn 
& Pulvermacher KG, Federnfabrik, 38 
Voerderstrasse, Hagen-Haspe, Germany. 


Warsteiner Eisenwerke AG, German 
manufacturer of iron and metal goods 
including heating stoves, bathtubs, sinks, 
truck chassis, and component parts for 
machinery, is interested in obtaining 
licenses from U. S. firms for develop- 
ment of products marketable in West 
Germany and Western Europe. Patented 
processes for manufacture of machine 
aggregates, household appliances, road 
construction machines, and products, to 
which the firm’s facilities can be 
adapted, are desired. 


Established in 1739, Warsteiner Eisen- 
werke AG is said to be one of the larg- 
est German manufacturers in its field, 
employing approximately 1,000. The 
firm’s property totals 299,900 square 
meters. 

Illustrated brochures depicting some 
of the company’s products are available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





age made from the juice, of fermented 
sugar. 


Aguardente is a crystalline, yellow- 
ish brown, low priced beverage similar 
to rum. 

The Institute will refer inquiries to 
distillers able to meet quality control 
requirements, and only shipments which 
meet high-quality standards will be li- 
censed for export. 

Interested firms may obtain further 
information and samples of aguardente 
from the Instituto do Acucar e do Al- 
cohol, Praca 15 de Novembro 42, 
S.E.C.R.R.A., Rio de Janciro, Brazil. 
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Licensing Arrangements 
Wanted in South Africa 


Four firms in South Africa are inter- 
ested in licensing arrangements with 
U. S. manufacturers, the U. S. Trade 
Mission to South Africa reports, 


Syfonex (Pty.), Ltd., Durban manu- 
facturer of water carbonators, wishes 
to license a U. S. firm for manufacture 
of plastic-fabricated carbonators in the 
United States. 


The unit, having a capacity of 1 gal- 
lon, is of fabricated polyethylene rein- 
forced with steel bands and covered 
with a spun aluminum jacket. It is 
understand that the carbonator will 
also serve as a home fire extinguisher. 


The carbonator is said to sell on the 
South African market for approximately 
US$28. The company believes, however, 
that a much cheaper utility model can 
be produced by using high density poly- 
ethylene—a product which is not avail- 
able in South Africa—instead of the 
outer aluminum jacket. 

Firms wishing a licensing arrange- 
ment for the manufacture of this prod- 
uct are invited to correspond with 
Syfonex (Pty.), Ltd., 62 Rowland Chap- 
man Drive, Montclair, Durban, Union 
of South Africa. A leaflet describing the 
carbonator is available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Plastic & Metal Industries (Pty.), 
Ltd., manufacturers of plastie products, 
would like a licensing arrangement with 
a U. S. firm for manufacture of. injec- 
tion molded plastic products in Johan- 
nesburg. : 

The company is said to have a well 
equipped factory and technical person- 
nel, Correspondence may be addressed 
to Plastic & Metal Industries, (Pty.), 
Ltd., P. O. Box 1821, Johannesburg, 
Union of South Africa. 


Albestra Paints & Lacquers Co., man- 
ufacturer of paints and lacquers under 
the trade name Albestra, seeks a licen- 
sing arrangement with a U. S. firm for 
manufacture of specialized paint prod- 
ucts in South Africa. Correspondence 
is invited by the company, 17 Canada 
House, 90 President Street, Johannes- 
burg, Union of South Africa. 

H. L. Hompes & Co. (Pty.), Ltd., 
woolen textile mill representatives, 
would like to enter a licensing arrange- 
ment with a U, S. firm for manufacture 
of plain rayon suitings in South Africa. 
This type of suiting is not produced in 
South Africa, and H, L. Hompes & Co. 
believes the Government would grant 
concessions to encourage its productions. 

Samples of the suitings now available 
and for which the company is seeking 
an improved quality are available for 
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review on loan from BFC’s Investment 
Development Division. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with the company, 34 Que- 
bec House, Corner Smal and President 
Streets, Johannesburg, Union of South 


Africa. 





Bombay Engineering 


Works Wants Plants 


Structural Engineering Works, Ltd., 
of Bombay, is interested in a joint- 
venture operation with a U. S. firm for 
the establishment of two plants—the 
first, a melting plant for casting pig 
iron, and the second, a plant to manu- 
facture spun cast-iron pressure pipes. 

The Bombay firm is particularly in- 
terested in securing a hot blast cupola 
for melting 90-percent mild steel scrap. 
The capacity of the cupola should be 
approximately 6 to 7 tons an hour, 
according to the projected plans. The 
surplus capacity of the melting plant 
would be utilized for the manufacture 
of foundry and special pig irons. 

Collaboration with a U. S. firm which 
could offer a composite project for a 
complete spun pipe plant having an an- 
nual output of 15,000 tons also is de- 
sired. The Indian company anticipates 
that the machinery required for this 
plant would be of the water-cooled 
steel mold type, or if available, air- 
cooled steel mold type. The auxiliary 
equipment includes cranes, hoists, and 
other handling equipment, annealing 
furnace, fettling and cleaning equip- 
ment, pipecutting lathe, pressure test- 
ing machines, preheating furnace, and 
tar bath. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with M. N. Bhagat, a director 
of the company, Manecki Wadia Build- 
ing, 127 Mahatman Gandhi Road, Fort, 
Bombay 1, India. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 














Italian Cosmetics Firm 
Wants License 


Pofumerie DAMA, manufac- 
turer of perfumes, cosmetics, and 
other beauty products, wishes to 
obtain from a U. S. company 
manufacturing rights for special 
nail enamel. 

The products of the Italian 
company, manufactured under the 
trade name DAMA, reportedly 
enjoys a good demand on the 
Italian and Western European 
market. DAMA proposes to diver- 
sify its preducts and is seeking 
patent rights for a complete line 
of nail polishes, enamels, and 
polish removers, 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Pofumerie DAMA, 
21 via Rocca de’Baldi, Turin. 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and regulations in this 
country and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address, 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 


France 

Societe d’Exploitation des Etablisse- 
ments Leonce Amouroux (grower and 
processor of wine, export merchant), 
Chateauneuf-du-Pape (Vaucluse), wish- 
es to export direct 100,000 bottles an- 
nually of red, rose, and white quality- 
controlled wines; 75 centiliter bottles, 
12 to a case. 

Cognac Chateau-Paulet (J. Maurice 
Lacroux, S.A.) (producer, wholesaler, 
exporter), Boite Postale No. 3, Jarnac- 
Cognac, Charente, wishes to export 
preferably direct, but will consider 
through agent, large quantities of very 
good quality cognac brandy 5 years 
and more old in glass bottles of 75 
centiliters, and in wooden casks; also 
Pineau Imperial, a. fortified aperitif 
wine in glass bottles. 


Builders’ Hardware and Tools 


Italy 

Luigi Miano (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter of steel files for cutting 
vials, metal fixtures for windows and 
doors), Via Belfiore, Lecco, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 500,000 
files for cutting vials, and 40 tons of 
builders’ hardware monthly. Catalog 
and pricelist available.* 


Union of South Africa 
Tools & Dies Manufacturing Co. 
(Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer), Corner 
Terrace Road and Van Tonder Ave., 
Industrial Sites, Edenvale, Transvaal, 
or P. O. Box 2843, Johannesburg, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
builders’ tools, especially trowels. Cata- 
log available.* 
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Ceramics 
Italy 
ICAN Industria Ceramiche Artistiche 
Napoletane S.p.A. (manufacturer of 
floor and wall tiles and artistic cera- 
mics), 10A Via Ottaviano, Barra, Na- 
ples, wishes to export direct or through 
agent high-quality artistic ceramic 
vases, umbrella stands, table centers, 
lamp bases, crockery, and tiles. 
Ceramica d’Ischia (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 21 Via Michele Mazzella, Porto 
d’Ischia, Naples, wishes to export direct 
artistic ceramic panels, vases, candle- 


sticks, ashtrays, and ernaments in class-— 


ical and abstract designs: 


Christmas Figurines 
ltaly 

A. Pasquino (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), Via A. Manzoni, Rovel- 
lo, Como, wishes to export direct or 
through agent papier-mache Christmas 
crib figurines. Photographs, samples, 
and pricelist available.* 


Cocoa Powder 


Netherlands 

A. F. H. Hugenholtz (export/commis- 
sion merchant of foodstuffs), 97 Bosse- 
straat, The Hague, wishes to export 
direct good-quality household cocoa 
powder and low fat content industrial 
cocoa powder. 


Cork Products 


Italy 

Vittorio Addis & F.llo (manufacturer, 
exporter), Circonvallazione Valentino 
8, Tempio, Sardinia, wishes to export 
through regional agents, especially in 
California, New York, Ohio, and Michi- 
gan, high-quality natural and granu- 
lated cork stoppers for liquors, wines, 
champagnes, and medicine bottles. Pro- 
duction capacity: 200,000 daily. 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft 
Korea 

Chunusa Co. Ltd. (importer and 
wholesaler of wheat flour, ammonium 
sulfate, newsprint paper, barley, cotton 
and rayon yarns, timber, medical and 
industrial chemicals, and electrical and 
mechanical machinery; manufacturer 
and exporter of cotton lace doilies), 
Room 301/303 Sokong Bldg., 81 Sokong- 
dong, Choong-ku, Seoul, wishes to ex- 
port direct hand-crocheted doilies of 
various sizes and uses. Will also make 
to desired patterns, Samples and price- 
list available.* 
Union of South Africa 

Art products Co. (wood, metalcraft, 
and pottery manufacturer), 76b Smal 
St., Johannesburg, wishes to export 
gift novelties of ceramic combined with 
wood, metal floor and table lamps, and 
chandeliers, 


Emulsifier 


Netherlands 

A. F. H. Hugenholtz (export/com- 
mission merchant), 97 Bossestraat, The 
Hague, wishes to export direct emulsi- 
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Iraq Invites Tenders 
For Power Project 


Tenders for thé supply, delivery, 
erection, and supervision of opera- 
tion of transformers, switchgear, 
‘and accessories for the Basrah 
power station, contract No. 3, are 
invited by the Iraqi Development 
Board and Ministry of Develop- 
ment. 

Full information regarding this 
tender may be obtained from the 
Embassy of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming 
Avenue, NW., Washington, D. C. 
Tender documents should be sub- 
mitted in English to the Ministry 
of Development, Baghdad, on or 
before October 14. 











fier to be used as raw material in 
bakeries and margarine factories. 


Union of South Africa 

Marendaz Engineering Corp., Lid. 
(manufacturer), Manor House, Somer- 
set West, Cape., wishes to export direct, 
but preferably through agent, diesel en- 
gines, 6 to 16 hp. at 625 r.pm., for 
agricultural, industrial, and fishing pur- 
poses. 


Essential Oils 

Italy 

Bruno Meduri (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 5A Via Fiorentino, Reggio 


Calabria, wishes to export direct high- 
quality essential oils as follows: 250 
kilograms of jasmine concrete and 20 
kilograms of tuberose concrete, 


Union of South Africa 

Rolf (distributor), 65 Jeppe St. or 
P. O. Box 2401, Newtown, Johannes- 
burg, wishes to export flewers such as 
chincherinchees, indigenous to South 
Africa. 


Foodstuffs 


France 

Conserveries de l’Adour (manufac- 
turer, producer, wholesaler, exporter of 
canned meat products), Route de Bor- 
deaux, Aire-sur-Adour, Landes, wishes 
to export direct or through agents 
specializing in meat products large 
quantities of very good quality Foies 
Gras de ]’Adour canned goose liver, 
truffled goose liver blocks, turkey and 
goose liver, and goose liver pies. 
Italy 

Raffaele Giannattasio e Figlio (whole- 
saler and exporter of fruit and vege- 
tables, fresh chestnuts, and dried fil- 
berts), 55 Via Torrione, Salerno, wishes 
to export direct high-quality fresh and 
dried chestnuts and dried filberts. 

Ernesto Montanaro (importer of 
prunes and grapes, processor, whole- 
saler, exporter of dried fruit), 56 Via 
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Marina Nuova, Naples, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent up to 
1,700 to 2,000 quintals of dried figs— 
white, stuffed with almonds, or baked. 
Union of South Africa 

D. Maynier (manufacturer), P. O. Box 
48, Odendaalsrus, Orange Free State, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent or broker grated jerked beef or 
venison, known as Cocktail Fluff, used 
on crackers as an hors d’oeuvre. 


Footwear 


Italy* 

G. Bernasconi (importer of tanned 
skins for shoes, manufacturer and ex- 
porter of ladies’ shoes), Via Brunico 
22, Varese, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 1,000 pairs monthly of 
ladies’ leather shoes. Sample and price 
information available.* 


Gloves 
Italy 

Antonio Gialanella (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Via S. Aspreno 13, Naples, 
wishes to export direct or through 
regional agents in Chicago, San 
Francisco, St. Louis, Washington, and 
Philadelphia, large quantities of high- 
quality simplex, leather, and nylon 
gloves, hand- and machine-stitched, em- 
broidered, in a variety of colors. 

Guantificio Italiano Antonio Tortora 
(importer of raw skins, manufacturer, 
exporter of leather and simplex gloves), 
27 Vico Neve a Materdei, Naples, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 100 
doz. monthly of kid-suede leather and 
simplex gloves. 


Housewares 
Italy 

ALCE (Alluminio Lavorazione Com- 
mercio Esportazione) (manufacturer, 


wholesaler, exporter), 2 Via Principi 
d’Acaja, Turin, wishes to export direct 
or through agent high-quality household 
articles made of brass, aluminum, and 
copper. Illustrated and descriptive leaf- 
let available.* 


Jewelry 
Italy 

Bruno di Carlo Rodolfo Bruno (whole- 
saler, export merchant), Via Palestro 
4, Gallarate, Varese, wishes to export 
direct or through agent gold jewelry. 
Catalog of photographs and prices 
available.* 


Machinery 


Sweden 

Alb.- J. Wahibeck AB. (manufacturer, 
exporter), P. O. Box 54, Halmstad, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent high-quality Swedish woodwork- 
ing machinery. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive brochure available.* 


Machine Tools 


England 

K. S. Paul Ltd. (importer, exporter, 
and consulting engineer), Great Western 
Trading Estate, Park Royal Road, Lon- 
don, N.W. 10, wishes to export direct 
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round-table transfer presses having a 
capacity of 18 operations in cold-form- 
ing manufacture of sheet metal com- 
ponents with use of rotary tooling. 

In conjunction with the sale of these 
machines the firm offers services as 
consulting engineers on semi- and fully- 
automatic machine tools, embracing 
unit-construction manufacturing plants, 
constant cutting speed face-copying 
lathes, and other machine tools for 
automation in factories. Illustrated and 
descriptive brochure available.* 


Medicines 
Union of South Africa 


Denol Laboratories S.A. (Pty.), Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 6 Plein St., 
Johannesburg, wishes to export direct 
or through agent a therapeutic agent for 
treating gastric and duodenal ulcers. 
Brochure available.* 


Molds 


Germany 

Voss & Co. G.m.b.H. (importer of 
molds for the plastic industry; whole- 
saler, exporter of plant equipment for 
the plastic processing industries, espe- 
cially plastic molds), Alsterterrasse 11, 
Hamburg 36, wishes to export direct 
or through agent new and used molds 
for the plastics industry. Specifications 
and price information available.* 


Motor Vehicles 


Italy 

S.A.S. F.ljli Benelli G. F. & C. (manu- 
facturer, exporter of motorcycles), 22 
Viale Mameli, Pesaro, wishes to export 
through regional agents or an exclu- 
sive agent 11,000 units annually of first- 
quality motorcycles and delivery vans, 


2 and 4 strokes production, displace-- 


ments: 125-150-250 cubic cm. 


Notions 
Japan 

Fujimoto Eyelet Co., Ltd. (Fujimoto 
Hatome K.K.) (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), No. 2 Izumicho 1- 
chome, Kanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 
wishes to export direct 20,000 gross 
monthly of eyelets, press buttons, studs, 
and shoe buckles. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflet available.* 


Olive Oil 


Italy 

Giuseppe Cazzolla fu Francesco (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 81 Via 
Crocifisco Bitonto, Bari, wishes to ex= 
port direct or through agent several 
thousand quintals of superfine extra 
virgin olive oil, acidity less than 1.2 
degrees. 


Protective Coating 


Italy 

Imper Ing. A. Schieroni & Figli (im- 
porter of varnish solvents, manufactur- 
er, exporter water proofing materials 
—special protective varnishes), 131/133 
Via Lanzo, Turin, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of high-grade special anticorrosive and 
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waterproof preparations for protection 
of industrial equipment and buildings. 


Roller Bearings 
Italy 


Carlo Gnutti & Figli (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter of bicycle spare 
parts and roller bearings), Lumezzane 
S. Sebastiano, Brescia, wishes to export 
direct or through agent roller bearings. 
Catalog with price information avail- 
able.* 


Rubber Products 
New Zealand 


Batavian Rubber Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer, exporter of latex—foam rub- 
ber articles, importer, wholesaler of 
novelties, toys, and rubber goods), 1-3 
Brown St., Upper Hutt, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent high-qual- 
ity rubber househeld gloves, rubber in- 
dustrial gloves, rubber molds used by 
children for casting plaster animals and 
characters and PVC gloves and neo- 
prene gloves. 


Seeds 


France 

Etablissements L. Lasserre (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 1-3 rue de la 
Charite, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, wish- 
es to export direct or through agent 
very good quality fodder grass and 
seeds including French and crimson 
clover, trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), 
lucerne and vetch. The firm also is 
interested in importing related com- 
modities from the United States, such 
as vetch, ray-grass, and lucerne, and 
desires offers and price quotations, 


Textiles 


England 

J. Day & Co. (Derby Works), Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Harrow Man- 
or Way, Abbey Wood, London, S.E. 2, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
rayon braids, cords, fringes, tassel 
fringes, and bullion fringes in gross 
yards; also tassels, girdles, boot and 
shoe laces and umbrella tassels in 
gross lots. 


India 

Banaras Silk Museum (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 28/12 Gyanbapi 
or P. O. Box 71, Banaras, U.P., wishes 
to export direct or through agent large 
quantities of Indian handicrafts includ- 
ing handloom silk fabrics, brocades, 
dress fabrics, sarees. and embroidered 
bags, belts, and motifs, 
Italy 

Il Tessitore Azzurro (manufacturer, 
exporter of artistic textiles) 16 Via 
Roma, Capri, Naples, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 40,000 meters 
of high-quality handweven, designed 
textiles of cotton, hemp, wool, and 
linen, in widths of 1.40 meters. 


Toys 
Italy 


Rag. Tukery Capra (export mer- 
chant), Viale Monza 126, Milan, wishes 





to export direct 1,500 monthly of 
dressed plastic mamma dolls, Sample, 
photographs, and pricelist available.* 


Union of South Africa 

Vulco Chemical Co., Ltd. (importer, 
manufacturer, exporter), Vulco House, 
14 Blumberg St., Industria West, Johan- 
nesburg, wishes to export direct or 
through agent molded rubber toys of 
6 different African wild animals. 


Valves 
Japan 
Kitazawa Industry Co.; Ltd. (Kita- 
zawa Kogyo K.K.) (manufacturer, 


wholesaler, exporter), 8 Muromachi 1- 
chrome, Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, 
wishes to export direct. or through 
agent up to 50,000 pieces monthly of 
high-quality globe, angle, gate, and 
check values of alloyed high-tensile 
bronze. Illustrated and descriptive leaf- 
lets available.* 
Wallpaper 
Union of South Africa 

Frank Kenner (manufacturer), 116 
The Grays, Von Weilligh St., Johannes- 
burg, wishes to export direct or through 
agent wallpaper frieze of African de- 
sign for use on tiles in kitchens and 
bathrooms. 


Water Heaters 


Union of South Africa 

Economic Solar Heaters (Pty.), Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 25 Anderson St., Johan- 
nesburg, wishes to export solar water 
heaters. Illustrated and _ descriptive 
literature available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts and Accessories 


Mexico 

Refaccionaria Nacional-Pedro S. Mon- 
tanez (importer, wholesaler of auto- 
mobile and truck parts), Av. Ninos 
Heroes No. 207-Bis, Mexico, D.F., wish- 
es to purchase direct and seeks agency 
for all good-quality parts and acces- 
sories for automobiles and trucks, 


Chemicals 


Argentina 

Bernardo Sagreras y Cia. (importer 
of bazaar articles; exporter and com- 
mission merchant handling textiles, 
leather bags, general merchandise), 
Alsina 971, Buenos Aires, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for 100 
tons of methanol and 100 tons of solid 
caustic s0da, 


Italy 

Vega s.r.jJ. (importing distributor), 
Piazza Acquileia 22, Milan, wishes to 
purchase direct chemical products for 
the food and candy industry. 





Union of South Africa 

Germiston Fertilizers (manufacturer 
of fertilizers), Railway St., Germiston, 
wishes to purchase direct approximately 
14,000 to 20,000 tons each of super- 
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phosphate of 19% water soluble, in 
2% citric, and ammonia sulfate of 21% 
water soluble. 


iron and Steel Products 


India 

Hari Chand Kashmiri Lal (importer, 
wholesaler of tin mill products; manu- 
facturer of cans and drums), Naya 
Bazar, Delhi, wishes to purchase direct 
2,000 tons annually of secondary tin 
mill products, including waste waste, 
strips, circles and culls, and tin mill 
black waste waste; terneplate waste 
rejects, and galvanized and black mild 
steel wires; galvanized plain sheet and 
black plain sheet cuttings and black- 
plate cuttings. 


Machinery 


Indonesia 

Dunia Metal Works, N.V. (manufac- 
turer of wood screws and wire nails), 
3 Djalan Bandengan Utara, Djakarta, 
wishes to purehase direct machinery 
for a wire nail manufacturing plant 
as follows: 


Individual motor driven crank type 
automatie nail making machines, 2-hp., 
220/380v., 50-cycle motor and switch, 
and 3 other machines of the same spec- 
ifications but with 3-hp., 5-hp., and- 
7%-hp. motor; adjustable wire stand; 
motor driven tumbling barrel (nail 
polishing machine) with reduction gear, 
extra hole cover, 744-hp. 220/380v., 50- 
cycle motor and switch; spare barrel; 
motor driven nail packing machine with 
2-hp. motor and switch; and motor 
driven nail cutter grinding machine 
with standard accessories. 

Correspondence should be addressed 
to Tjong Sin Hie, managing director. 

Industri Nasional Indonesia Co., (im- 
porter and industrial company manu- 
facturing bicycle parts), Djalan Djem- 
batan Lima No. 48, Djakarta-Kota, 
wishes to purchase direct machine for 
enlarging bicycle manufacturing plant 
as follows: Machines for making spokes, 
chains, rims, chainwheels and cranks, 
bolts and nuts, chromium plating, tub- 
ing, ete., which will also include presses, 
shearing, milling, shaping, bench drill- 
ing, and grinding machines; also wishes 
to purchase raw miaterials and genera- 
tor. 


Japan 

Tokyo Kagaku Seirensho, K.K. 
(Tokyo Kagaku Seirensho Co., Ltd.) 
(manufacturer and wholesaler of in- 
organie chemicals; importer of crude 
sulfur, zine dross, and oil treatment 
agents; exporter of zinc oxide, sulfur 
powder, and sodium thiosulfate crystal), 
29 Azumacho-Nishi 4-chome, Sumida- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct a 
crusher with nonexplosive safety fea- 
tures to make sulfur power, together 
with full operating data, capable of 
producing 100 tons monthly. 
Notions and Novelties 
Haly | 
FERGOM (importer, wholesaler, sales 
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Electrical Equipment 
Wanted in Iran 


Tenders for supply of electrical 
equipment and material, including 
generators and transformers, for 
power projects in Zabol and Zahe- 
dan are invited by the Plan Or- 
ganization of Iran. 

Bids should be submitted to 
Litchfield, Whiting, Panero, Seve- 
rud & Associates, Avenue Vila 
Arak, Itan, before September 11. 
Specifications may be obtained 
for $26.00 a set. 











agent of rubber articles and rubber 
gloves for industrial and domestic pur- 
poses), 4 Corso Re Umberto, Turin, 
wishes to purchase direct rubber and 
plastic novelty articles for industrial 
and domestic purposes. 


Plastic Products 
Union of South Africa 


Candi-Ice Co. (manufacturer of 
syrup), 301 Eagle Star House, Durban, 
wishes to purchase direct polyethylene 
lay-flat 1%-in. tubing 200-or 150-gage 
suitable for use as a liquid container. 


Power Tools 


Union of South Africa 

S. A. Shewell & Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent), P. O. Box 1609, Durban, wishes 
to purchase direct as an exclusive dis- 
tributor and as a sales agent household 
power tools of “do it yourself” variety. 


Radio Equipment 


Indonesia 

Firma Ratio (importer, exporter, 
radio assembly plant), 11A Gang Kong- 
koan, Djakarta-Kota, wishes to pur- 
chase direct radio receiving and ampli- 
fying equipment for distributing radio 
programs by wire to subscribers’ loud- 
speakers as follows: 5 receiver-ampli- 
fier units, including in each unit a re- 
ceiver, voltage amplifier, power ampli- 
fier, and power panel; also, 6,000 home 
loudspeaker units. 


Indonesia 

P. T. Indonesian Coal Transportation 
(P. T. INCOTRA) (shipping firm), 
Djalan Kramat Raya 128, Djakarta, 
wishes to purchase direct about 5 cargo 
ships- for interisland transportation of 
coal, ores, other mineral products, and 
agricultural products, as follows: 2 of 
about 700 to 1,000 tons; 2 of about 3,- 
000 tons; and 1 or 2 of about 5,000 tons. 
Correspondence should be addressed to 
Mr. Ambyat, director of the firm. 

N. V. Pelajaran Pantai Nasional (N. 
V. Pepana) (national shipping firm), 
82 Menteng, Djakarta, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 4 vessels—2 of 3,500 tons 
deadweight and 2 of 2,000 tons dead- 
weight. Specifications available.* 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Thread 
Union of South Africa 


Sacto (Ptg.), Ltd. (distributors for 
oversea manufacturers; merchandising 
company), P. O. Box 9744 or Howard 
House, Main/Loveday Sts., Johannes- 
burg, wishes to purchase direct cotton 
thread for the clothing trade and linen 
thread for the shoe trade. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals 
Belgium 

S. A. SOCOTHERA (Societe Com- 
merciale et de Therapeutique S, A.) 
(importer of chemicals, pharmaceuti- 
cals, and phytopharmaceutical prod- 
ucts), 111 chaussee de Charleroi, Brus- 
sels, wishes to obtain agencies from 
U. S. manufacturers of pharmaceutical 
and phytopharmaceutical chemicals. 


India 


Chowgule & Co. (India) (Pvt., Ltd.) 
(importing wholesale distributor and 
manufacturers’ agent), India House, 
Opp. G.P.O., Fort St., or P. O. Box 1478, 
Bombay 1, seeks agencies from US. 
manufacturers of gilsonite, carbon 
black, organic solvents, and synthetic 
rubber. 


Italy 


URANIA, s.r.l. (wholesaler and sales 
agent handling sugar), Via Cosimo del 
Fante 14, Milan, seeks agency for 
household chemical products. 


Electronics 
Venezuela 

Louis D. Cohen (electronic engineer, 
wholesaler, manufacturers’ agent for 
television parts, antennas, etc.), Aptdo. 
4336, Quebrada Honda 10, Caracas, 
seeks agency for electronic equipment 
and parts. 


Fats and Oils 
Italy 


Paolo G. Bandler (export-import 
agent, wholesaler of canned foodstuffs, 
fruits, vegetables, and medicinal herbs, 
exporter of almonds, carobs, dried figs, 
canned fruits and vegetables, and peeled 
tomatoes), 107 Via De Rossi, Bari, 
seeks agency for pure refined lard, tal- 
low, and grease. 


Garden Tools 
Union of South Africa 

Ross-Elliott & McKellar (Pty.), Ltd. 
(manufacturers’ representative), 31 
Baines House, Broad St., Durban, seeks 
agency for garden tools, especially 
power mowers. 





Hardware 
Union of South Africa 


Alfred Wolf (manufacturers’ agent), 
16 Minors St., Yeoville, Johannesburg, 
wishes to obtain agencies for house- 
hold and building hardware, 
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Housewares 
Union of South Africa 


Ross-Elliott & McKellar (Pty.) Ltd. 
(manufactures’ representatives), 31 
Baines House, Broad St., Durban, 
wishes to obtain agency for kitchen 
canisters, utensils, and cutlery. 


Notions 
Union of South Africa 


Fred K. Watkins (Pty.), Ltd. (manu- 
facturers’ representative for textiles, 
hardware, foodstuffs, fancy goods, 
trimmings, radios, electrical appliances, 
and photographic equipment), P. O. 
Box 1378, Durban, wishes to obtain 
agency for clothing accessories, espe- 
cially buttons. 


Packaging Materials 
Norway 

Carsten Taraldsen (manufacturers’ 
agent for stationery and paper, office 
supplies, leather, and skins), 13 Dron- 
ningensgate, Oslo, wishes to obtain 
agency for cellophane and aluminum 
foil. 


Union of South Africa 


Denis Gourley (Pty.), Ltd. (manu- 
facturers’ agent for steel strapping, 
building supplies, plastic containers, 
steel windows, etc.), P. O. Box 1294, 
Durban, seeks agency for packaging 
materials including corks, closures in 
general, plastic and metal containers, 
display packaging materials, and other 
lines allied to the packaging trades. 


Plastic Products 
Union of South Africa 


Kreate Sales (importer and manufac- 
turers’ representative for plastic fab- 
rics, paper, and chemicals), 5th Floor, 
Elizabeth House, 18 Pritchard St., 
Jehannesburg, seeks agencies for the 
following plastics: Automobile seat 
covering material, upholstery fabrics, 
venetian blind slatting, and fabrics or 
plastic for the handbag and luggage 
industry. 


Pumps 
Peru 

Compania Financiera Tecnica S.A. 
(COFITEC) (importing distributor and 
manufacturers’ agent for construction 
machinery and building materials), Av. 
Tacna 592, Lima, wishes to obtain 
agency for deep-well water pumps. 
Radios and Parts 


Union of South Africa 

Fred K. Watkins (Pty.), Ltd, (manu- 
facturers’ agent), P.O. Box 1378, Dur- 
ban, wishes to obtain agency for radios 
and radio parts. 


Resins 
Union of South Africa 

Frank Kenner (manufacturer), 116 
The Grays, Von Weilligh St., Johannes- 


burg, seeks agency from a U.S. polyester 
resin factory. 


Sanitary Fixtures 


Peru 

Compania Financiera Tecnica S.A. 
(COFITEC) (importing distributor and 
manufacturers’ agent for construction 
machinery and building materials), Av. 
Tacna 592, Lima, seeks agency for high- 
quality sanitary fixtures. 


Textiles 
Union of South Africa 

Frek K. Watkins (Pty.), Ltd. (manu- 
facturers’ agent), P.O. Box 1378, Dur- 
ban, seeks agency for piece. goods in- 
cluding cotton or cotton-synthetic shirt- 
ing, wool-synthetic suitings, and drill. 














FOREIGN 
VISITORS 
Australia 
Thomas _ Anderson, representing 


Thomas Anderson & Associates (con- 
sulting engineering organization), 24 
Eastern Road, South Melbourne, Vic- 
toria, is interested in technical informa- 
tion of value to consulting engineers 
in the field of buildings, and mechanical 
and electrical design. 


Scheduled to arrive August 7 via San 
Francisco for about an 8-week visit. 
U.S. address: c/o Australian Consulate 
General, San Francisco, Calif., and 
Australian Trade Commissioner, 636 
Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. Itinerary: 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Rochester, Detroit, and New York. 

William W. Doyle and Patrick L. 
Noonan, representing National Instru- 
ment Co. Pty., Ltd., Melbourne Airport, 
Bulla Road, Essendon, Victoria, seek 
agencies or licenses and technical in- 
formation from U.S. companies for 
manufacture of items in the aeronau- 
tical, electrical and electronic, instfru- 
mentation, and allied fields; also in- 
strumentation for automatic controls 
and nucleonics. 

Scheduled to arrive in September via 
New York for a 4-week visit. U.S. ad- 
dress: c/o Richard J. Ash, Sperry Gyro- 
scope Co., Division of Sperry Rand 
Corp., Great Neck, N.Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Washington, Detroit, Kansas City, 
Los Angeles, and Chicago. 

F. C. Harding, representing Optical 
Prescriptions Spectacle Makers Pty., 
Ltd., 157 Macquarie St. Sydney, 
N.S.W., is interested in optical manu- 
facture and merchandising. Scheduled 
to arrive September 1 via New York 
for a 3-week visit. U.S. address: c/o 
Cameron Bros., 120 Wall St., New York 
5, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, Washing- 
ton, Rochester, Chicago, Minneapolis, 
Los Angeles, and San Francisco. 

Mrs. R. Kessler, representing Kednor 
Pty., Ltd., 525 Elizabeth St., Sydney, 
N.S.W., is interested in the woman’s 
angle as shown in latest trends in do- 
it-yourself furniture, floorings, and 


architect samples, and desires technical 
information, 

Scheduled to arrive September 3 via 
San Francisco for about a 2-month 
visit. U.S. address: c/o Zimmerman & 
Zimmerman, 160 Broadway, New York, 
N.Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los An- 
geles, New York, Chicago, Detroit, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Dallas, Bos- 
ton, Pittsburgh, Akron, Cleveland, In- 
dianapolis, and Newark. 

Ronald Kessler, representing Kednor 
Veneer Co., Pty., Ltd., 525 Elizabeth 
St., Sydney, N.S.W., is interested in 
and desires technical information re- 
garding floor and furniture finishers 
such as liquid and plastic sealers, 
polishes, and industrial coatings. Sched- 
uled to arrive September 3 via San 
Francisco for a 2-months visit. U.S. 
address: c/o Zimmerman & Zimmerman, 
160 Broadway, New York, N.Y. Itinerary: 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, Dallas, * Boston, Pittsburgh, 
Akron, and Clevelanc. 

John Jeffrey, representing J. Jeffrey 
& Son, Pty., Ltd. (earth moving and 
roadmaking contractor), Norwell, Vic- 
toria, is interested in earthmoving and 
construction equipment and projects. 
Scheduled to arrive September 6 via 
New York for a 2-months visit. U.S. 
address: c/o Henry J. Paterson, Sr« 
12 Anderson Road, Wollaston 70, Mass. 
Itinerary; New York, Boston, Detroit, 
and Washington. 


Canada 


E. B. Harkness, representing Greater 
Vancouver Metropolitan Industrial De- 
velopment Commission, Room 1123, 355 
Burrard St., Vancouver, B.C., is inter- 
ested in promoting the establishment 
of branch plants of existing U.S. opera- 
tions in British Columbia. Scheduled 
to arrive September 5 via Seattle for 
a 3-week visit. U.S. address: c/o Palm- 
er House, State and Monroe Sts., Chi- 
cago, Ill. Itinerary: Chicago and sur- 
rounding area. 


Chile 


Pedro Errazuriz, Almirante Barroso 
152, Santiago, representing Sociedad 
Industrial Productos Casablanca (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler of dairy products and 
canned fruit), 568 Portales, Casablanca, 
Chile, and ASIVA (Associacion de In- 
dustriales de Valparaiso), is interested 
in new developments in the canning 
and dairy industries; will purchase ma- 
chinery for installation in his food proc- 
essing plant. Scheduled to arrive Sep- 
tember 2 via New York for about a 15- 
day visit. U.S. address: c/o Chilean 
Consulate, 61 Broadway, New York, 
N.Y. Itinerary: New York and probably 
San Francisco. 


India 


S. Kanoria, representing Kanoria Co., 
Ltd. (importer, wholesaler, commission 
merchant of jute, wholesaler, exporter, 
commission merchant of sugar and cot- 
ton textiles), 9 Brabourne Road, Cal- 
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cutta 1, is interested in and desires 
technical information regarding sugar 
refining machinery and _ international 
trade in sugar. Scheduled to arrive 
September 4 via New York for a 3- 
weeks visit. U.S. address: c/o Embassy 
of India, 2107 Massachusetts Ave., NW, 
Washington, D.C. Itinerary: New York, 
Washington, and other centers. 


T S. Santhanam, representing T. V. 
Sundram Iyengar & Sons, Ltd. (im- 
porter, wholesaler of automobiles, parts, 
and accessories, manufacturer of fan 
belts, bus bodies, and gas plants), West 
Veli St., Madurai, Madras State, and 
37 Mount Road, Madras 6, is interested 
in the import, manufacture, and agency 
of automobiles and allied lines; desires 
technical information regarding tire re- 
treading and the manufacture of auto 
spare parts, Scheduled to arrive Sep- 
tember 2 via New York for about a 6- 
week visit. 


U.S. address: c/o H. M. Halstead, 
Jr.. G.M- Foreign Distributor Division, 
224 West 57th St., New York 17, N.Y. 
Itinerary: New York, September 2-12; 
Washington, September 14-17; Detroit, 
September 21-27; Chicago, October 1-7; 
Los Angeles, October 10-14; and San 
Francisco, October 15-20, 


israel 


Isaac Leibovitz, general manager of 
Etz Hatzaith Oil and Soap Industry H. 
Leibovitz & Sons, Ltd., P.O. Box 1282 
or 10 Zevulun St., Tel Aviv, is inter- 
ested in purchasing a new and/or used 
solvent extraction plant—for all kinds 
seeds—with a capacity of 150 metrie 
tons of seeds per 24 hours; also wishes 
to inspect plants producing this equip- 
ment, and edible oil plants to study 
manufacturing processes and methods. 
Scheduled to arrive between August 15 
and 30 via New York for a visit of 2 
to 3 months. 

U.S. address: c/o Albert N. Cory Inc., 
99 Hudson St., New York 13, N.Y. 
Itinerary to be planned after arrival. 

Alexander Wilf, president, Israeli 
Mail Order Co., Ltd., Israel Press Bldg., 
P.O. Box 6048, Tel Aviv, is interested 
in promoting the sale of various Israel 


products through mail in the United 
States and to test further items for 
the possible expansion of the company’s 
mail order business. Was scheduled to 
arrive July 25 via New York for a 
visit of about 2 months. U.S. address: 
c/o Herbert Wilf, 600 West 115th St., 
New York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Philadelphia, Washington, and Chicago. 


Italy 


Luigi Campi and Silvio Meroni, rep- 
resenting Woodimport, Corso Garibaldi 
9, Seveso, Milan, are interested in im- 
porting lumber. Were scheduled to ar- 
rive July 23 via New York for a 2- 
month visit. U.S. address: c/o J. H. 
Monteach Co., 2500 Park Ave., New 
York 51, N.Y. Itinerary: Portland, Ore., 
and San Francisco. 


New Zealand 


Walter H. Haddrell, representing 
W. H. Haddrell & Co., Ltd. (sales agent 
selling textiles), Elliott St., Auckland, 
is interested in establishing agency 
agreements with U.S. manufacturers 
for the importation of textiles for the 
clothing and furnishing trades, and 
plastics for domestic use; also desires 
technical information regarding textiles. 
Scheduled to arrive ‘in early September 
via New York for a month’s visit. U.S. 
address: c/o First National City Bank 
of New York, 55 Wall St., New York 15, 
N.Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicagd, and 
Los Angeles. 


Peru 

Dante Di Liberto D., representing 
Providencia S.A., insurance brokers and 
auditors, including preparation of 
actuarial studies, Av. Abancay 235, 
Offices 211-217, Lima, is interested in 
contacting consulting firms specializing 
in business organization and practices. 
Was scheduled to arrive July 26 via 
Miami for a month’s visit. 

U.S. address: c/o Peruvian Consulate 
General, 10 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York, N.Y. Itinerary: Miami, New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Kansas City, and Washington. 


Saudi Arabia 
Abdullah Muhammad Yasin and Yus- 
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suf Muhammad Abd’al Wahab Naghi, 
representing Ahman & Yussuf Mohd. 
Abdul Wahab Naghi (importer, whole- 
saler, and agent for automotive parts, 
petroleum products, electrical appli- 
ances, foodstuffs, textiles, building ma- 
terials, wheat, flour, sugar, etc.), P.O. 
Box 273, Jidda, are interested in ve- 
hicles, automotive parts, motor oil], and 
electrical appliances. Were scheduled 
to arrive July 27 via New York for a 
20-day visit. 

U.S. address: Gillespie & Co. of N.Y., 
Inc., 96 Wall St., New York 5, N.Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Washington, and 
Toledo, Ohio, 
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The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 

raphed copies may be obtained 

y firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $2 a list 
for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 

Cement Manufacturers—Greece. July 


1957. 


Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Nicaragua. June 1957. 

Coal, Coke and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—Italy. July 1957. 

Dry Good and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Cuba,. July 1957. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Thailand. July 
1957. 


Hardboard and Insulating Board Man- 
ufacturers—Sweden. July 1957. 


Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Trinidad, B.W.I. July 1957. 

Iron, Steel and Building Material] Im- 
porters and Dealers—Hong Kong, July 
1957. 

Iron, Steel and Building Material Im- 
porters and Dealers—Iran. July 1957. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Paraguay. July 
1957. 

Musical Instrument Importers and 
Dealers—Netherlands. July 1957. 

Naval Store Importers, Dealers, Pro- 
ducers, and Exporters—Sweden. July 
1957. ‘ 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Dominican Republic. 
July 1957. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Producers— Haiti. 
July 1957. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—Sweden. July 1957. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Ceylon. July 1957. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Pakistan. July 1957. 
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World Trade Booms in 1956 


International trade expanded strongly again last year as boom 
conditions continued to prevail in nearly all the more important trading 


countries. 


High and rising demands for imported goods both in manufactur- 
ing and in many primary-supplying countries contributed to the 10- 
percent advance in total exports of the free world. 

This expansion boosted the world export total last year to $91 
billion—more than one-fourth above its level in 1952-53, just prior to 
the latest upsurge of free-world production and income. 


The trade increase last year is at- 
tributable in the main to greater vol- 
umes of goods exchanged, International 
prices also tended upward in general 
level, however, after an unusually pro- 
longed period of relative stability. The 
rise stemmed chiefly from increases for 
manufactured goods, although there 
were noticeable price advances also for 
metals, ores, coal, and fats, and oils. 


The expansion in international de- 
mand was particularly strong for prod- 
ucts of countries which supply princi- 
pally manufactured goods to interna- 
tional markets. In the aggregate, their 
exports rose 14 percent, partly in re- 
sponse to greater expenditures for im- 
ports last year in areas supplying pri- 
mary products. A more important fac- 
tor was increased demand in other 
manufacturing countries, which buy 
some foods and raw materials from 
each other as well as finished products. 

Total shipments from exporters of 
manufacturers, destined for primary- 
supplying areas of the Free World, rose 
nearly 12 percent, a gain associated 
both with greatly increased U. S. pri- 
vate foreign investment and with high 
earnings of foreign exchange in the 
preceding year on the part of countries 
specialized to supplying metals, rubber, 
forest products, and raw cotton, 


Trade of Free World Exporters 
Up 15 Percent 


The advance which emerged in total 
exports from manufacturing countries 
to each other was even stronger; trade 
between the free-world exporters prin- 
cipally of manufactured goods rose 15 
percent, This rise reflected sharply in- 
creased needs in Europe for U. S. foods 
and fuels and in Japan for U. S. raw 
materials, as well as increased imports 
in most manufacturing countries of for- 
eign-made capital and consumer goods 
to meet high rates of investment and 
consumer spending. There was also a 
noteworthy 17-percent increase in ex- 
ports from suppliers of manufactures 
to Soviet bloc countries; these 
amounted to a total of $1.8 billion in 
1956. 

Last year’s rise in the total purchases 
of the manufacturing countries from 
the. primary-supplying areas, though 
considerable, was relatively moderate, 
as the uptrends of the preceding year 
in internal manufacturing output eased 
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This article was prepared in the In- 
ternational Economic Analysis Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, using ad- 
justed data published by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 


Explanation of adjustments made by 
the Fund in the trade figures of certain 
countries and unadjusted data as re- 
ported in official statistics of various 
countries are given in the World Trade 
Review as of July 1957, No. 57-25 in 
Statistical Reports, Part $3 of BFC’s 
World Trade Information Service. 


Statistical reports may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. 8. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from the De- 
partment of Commerce Field Offices, 
for 20 cents a copy. 





and prices of most raw materials and 
foodstuffs remained close to 1955 levels. 

Imports into the manufacturing areas 
from free-world primary suppliers 
mounted by about 8 percent. This in- 


crease was at least as large as the net 
gain in the exports of free-world 
primary suppliers to all destinations, 
about two-thirds of which are shipped 
to manufacturing countries. Free-world 
primary suppliers also furnished more 
goods to Soviet bloc countries; ship- 
ments dispatched to bloc destinations 
last year were valued at $1.1 billion, 
or 27 percent more than in 1955. 


Imports of Manufacturing 
Countries Rise 11 Percent 


Compared with the advance in manu- 
facturing countries’ total purchases 
from primary-supplying areas, that in 
their imports from all sources was con- 
siderably stronger. With substantial 
gains both in European and Japanese 
purchases from the United States and 
in those of continental European coun- 
tries from industrial European sources, 
imports of the manufacturing countries 
rose 11 percent, despite restriction of 
the United Kingdom’s foreign purchases 
to the level of the prior year. This 
advance occurred, moreover, notwith- 
standing the reduced production gains 
in continental Western Europe and in 
the United States, 

The imports of continental Western 
European countries increased in volume 
by an average of 10 percent last year— 
a rise nearly as great as in 1955. In 
value, their imports from the outside 
world mounted by 16 percent. A sub- 
stantial advance also appeared in U. S. 
imports; these rose 10 percent in value, 


Table 1.—Foreign Trade of Countries Exporting Chiefly Manufactured wusinets, 
1953-56 


{In millions of U. 8. dollars] 


Ezports (f. 0. b.) 


Imports (ce. 4. J.) 





Country 1953 





All manufacturing countries .... 40,515 
CO a RE Te 12,271 
United Kingdom .............. : . 1,525 
Continental Western Europe, purr -% 452 

Germany, Federal nee. cam 389 
gt one aera : é ae 3 782 
Be ae Luxembourg . . 2,251 
Netherlands ....... 2,153 
Italy ies 1,507 
Sweden .......... 1,480 
Switzerland Sternatitiegetmvncemsiiiiamamens 1,201 
SOE cisininniandediinnpinniemiaiinaned on 2,589 
Japan .............. 1,275 


1Exports exclude military-ald shipments. 


1954 1955 1956 1953 1954 1955 1956 
43,736 49,339 56,089 44,850 46,594 52,907 58,965 


12,850 14,291 17,309 11,792 12,047 12,369 13,743 
7,770 8,468 9,292 9,361 9,447 10,867 10,890 
21,486 24,569 26,987 21,287 23,701 27,200 31,102 
248 6,135 7,358 3.771 4,571 5,793 6.617 
4,181 4911 4,538 3,942 4,221 4,739 5,553 
2,300 2,776 3,162 2,405 2,535 2,880 3,272 
2,414 2,688 2,862 2,376 2,858 3,208 3,712 
1,638 1,856 2,157 2,420 2,439 2,711: 3,169 
1,583 1,726 1,941 1,579 1,776 1,997.- 2,205 
1,225 1,307 1,442 1,176 1,300 1,489 1,766 
2,897° 3,170 3,527 3,618 4,001 4,483” * 4,808 
1,629 2,011 2,501 2,410 2,399 2,471 3,230 


? All continental member countries of the Organization for European Economic Cooperation. 
Source: International Monetary Fund; U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Table 2.—Foreign Trade of Countries Exporting Chiefly Primary Products, 
by Major Area, 1958-56 
{In millions of U. S. dollars} 


Exports (f. o. b.) Imports (c. 4. f.) 





Area or country 1958 
All primary resisted countries 30,544 
Canada' .. he? sclocaiedetnaeasier anna 
Latin America ..... a 
Australia and New Zealand ................... 2,626 
Other Sterling Area? ...... ponimneniget 
Related Areas of Continental 
Western European countries .......... 2,938 
Other countries® . senile | Gee 


1955 1955 1966 1953 196) 1956 1956 
31,342 33,391 35,304 81,607 32,989 36,042 $8,744 


4,225. 4,597 6,155 4,824 4,549 5,165. . 6,262 
7,799 7,881 8,429 6,541 7,416 7,558 7,825 
2,239 2,472 2,665 2,009 2,557 2,964 ° 2,689 
8,769: 9,568 9,821 8,626 8,703 9,692 10,571 
3,201 3,361 3,481 4065 4276 4,430° 4,589 
5,009 5,512 5,753 5,542 5.488 6,233 6,804 


1Exports exclude shipments of ogy supplies. 


2Exclusive of the United Kin 
*Includes Finland, Spain, an 


Source: International Monetary Fund. 
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factured goods, chiefly from Europe. 
These substantial gains were far out- 
paced by that in Japan's imports, which 
soared 31 percent as purchases of for- 
eign raw materials were sharply in- 
creased to supply expanding manu- 
facturing industries. 

World trade as measured by exports 
and the total export and import trade 
of the countries exporting chiefly manu- 
factured goods and of those mainly 
supplying primary products are sum- 
marized in the accompanying table for 
1952-56—in billions of U. S. dollars. 


Europe Buys More 
Primary Products 


Continental Westerh Europe’s pur- 
chases from the free world primary- 
supplying areas increased moderately 
last year; the advance in imports from 
those sources amounted to 7 percent. 
This rise was substantially exceeded by 
that in the total of imports both from 
free world primary suppliers and from 
the United States, which together in- 
creased by 12 percent. 

Greater demands for imported food- 
stuffs were prominent in the total ex- 
pansion in continental Europe’s im- 
ports of primary products. Imports of 
foodstuffs from all sources registered 
a gain around twice the sizable increase 
of a year earlier. Adverse effects of 
weather on European wheat crops as 
well as higher consumer incomes were 
among the factors responsible for the 
accelerated uptrend. 

A particularly ‘strong element was the 
continued rapid increase of continental 
Europe’s requirements of imported fuels. 
Deliveries of U. S. coal again soared, 
as internal production of that fuel 
remained stationary. The inflow of 
petroleum and products rose 19 per- 
cent in value, or more than from 1954 
to 1955; the impact of Suez was evident 
both in the sharply lower increase in 
volume and in higher unit values. 

Some tapering off of the uptrend in 
the area’s requirements of other im- 
ported raw materials was evident, 
however, as the recent strong expansion 
in internal industrial production met 
increasing resistance, primarily in West 
Germany, the Benelux countries, and 
Sweden. 

The slackening of economic expansion 
on the continent, which centered in the 
durable goods industries, . reflected 
limits imposed by high rates of resource 
utilization on further increase of output 
and also the dampening of demand in a 
number of countries through anti- 
inflation credit policies. 

Similiar restraints were influential in 
holding imports into the United King- 
dom both from primary-suppliers and 
from other manufacturing countries, at 
the previous year’s level, as contrasted 
with a very large increase from 1954 to 
1955. Imports were held in check by a 
leveling off of industrial productjon, 
reduction in stocks, and Government 
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with half the increase recorded in manu- 


policy aimed at discouraging a rapid 


growth of domestic consumption in the 
face of inflationary pressures. Although 


there were large increases 


in imports 


of petroleum and products and metallic 


ores and scrap, noteworthy 
curred 


in those of some 


declines oc- 
industrial 


materials, particularly coal and lumber. 
On the other hand, there were numer- 


ous increases in foodstuffs, 


only partly 


offset by a marked reduction in to- 


bacco, and some in consumer manufac- 
tures. 

All Western Europe’s imports from 
the primary suppliers last year were $1 
billion greater than in 1955, Those from 
Latin America rose by 18 percent to a 
total of over $2.8 billion, partly reflect- 
ing large increases in purchases of 
sugar and petroleum, and 1956 imports 
from Canada, amounting to $1.5 billion, 
were somewhat above those of a year 


[In billions ef U. S. dollars) 

















All Countries exporting mainly 

Year countries, Manufactures Primary products 

spare eee I ~—s7 Reports I mporte 

(f. 0. b.) (f. 0. b. (c. 4. f. » Oe A (c. 4. f. 
Sa elbbieiicivens. aitedansnatnsosnsdiiiesccsctdhdibtisaiavilisiallaseatisssisblac 71. 41.2 454" ae 30.5 ’ 34. ’ 
1953 40.5 44.9 30.5 31. 
1954 . 43.7 46.6 31.3 33.0 
1955 . 49.3 52.9 33.4 36.0 
1956 56.1 59.0 35.3 38.7 


Note: Data exclude export trade of Soviet Bloc countries. 


Source: Tables 1 and 


and International Monetary Fund. 








Exports of Manufacturing Countries 
to the Major World Markets, 1956 


Destination of Exports 




































































Other Monufacturing Countries Primory-Supplying Areos 
Continental Lotin Sterling 
W. Europe UK. U.S. Japon Conodo Americe Area Other 
| 
Billion dollors . Billion doliors 
sr United Stotes” wf 
4h +4 
3 “3 
2 — +t 
' i ee = J, 
ay: pamee 
c GGete Ws — © 
* Excluding specie! cotegory exports 
i 
Mt United Kingdom 35 
4s 43 
-—8 
— — ' 
Aisa =| © 




















z 


. Continental Western Europe 


























AH 


11] 
i 








Hi 

















—EEE 
i} iH Hi} 


























. 
H 
Jopon a 
z 




















earlier. Imports from other free world 
sources—chiefly in Asia and Africa but 
including Finland, Spain, and Yugo- 
slavia as well as European possessions 
in the Western Hemisphere—increased 
by about 4 percent to $12.3 billion. 


Europe Imports More U. S. 
Agricultural Commodities 


Much of the expansion in European 
import demands for primary products 
was met through greatly increased pur- 
chases of agricultural commodities 
from the United States. U. S. ship- 
ments of foodstuffs to Europe jumped 
to 40 percent above their 1955 level, 
with wheat accounting for half the rise, 
Sales to Europe of U. S. cotton, for 
which export prices were cut to world 
competitive levels, recovered from their 
deep slump of 1955 as European textile 
industries strove to rebuild their stocks. 


In the United States the strong 
annual gains from 1954 to 1955 in 
domestic manufacturing output and raw 
material imports were sharply reduced, 
though not so completely as in the 
United Kingdom. As compared with 
volume increases in excess of 10 per- 
cent in 1955, the annual advance was 
3 percent last year in output and little 
more in raw material imports. The rise 
in total United States imports was 
about the same as from 1954 to 1955, 
but less than half of last year’s $1.2 
billion increase was recorded in mate- 
rials for industrial use, including fuels, 
as against four-fifths in the preceding 
year. Nevertheless, total U. S. imports 
from primary suppliers rose nearly 7 
percent, reflecting larger expenditures 
for nonferrous ores and metals, news- 
print, crude petroleum, and coffee; the 
increase was recorded almost wholly in 
Latin American and Canadian products. 

Japan’s import rise, on the other 
hand, was concentrated in industrial 
raw materials, as that country’s manu- 
facturing production accelerated sharp- 
ly upward, Increases were particularly 
evident in scrap iron, copper, iron and 
steel mill products, and cotton sup- 
plied from the United States. Over half 
the total import rise of $% billion was 
recorded, however, in deliveries from 
primary supplying areas. 


Food, Petroleum.. and Metal 
Producers’ Exports Rise 


The gerater part of the 1.9-billion 
increase in total exports from primary- 
supplying countries appeared in those 
from Canada and from a few other 
countries exporting sugar, coffee, petro- 
leum, metals, wool, or wheat. 

Over a fourth of the rise was con- 
tributed by a 12 percent advance in 
Canada’s commercial shipments, refiect- 
ing substantial increases in those des- 
tined to Europe as well as to the United 
States. Compared with 1955, there were 
larger shipments of wheat to ‘Western 
Europe, and to European Soviet-bloc 
countries, of iron ore and some non- 
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Table 3.—Foreign Trade of Selected Primary-Supplying Countries, 
Grouped by Principal Export Commedity, 1953-56 
{In millions of U. 8. dollars] 


Exports (f. o. db.) Imports (c. 4. f.) 




















Exporters of 1953 
Diversified products 
EE TC ee eae 4,408 
I asl teat arsannaetsitestinniad osidinacebaedl §22 
| {eR a 219 
Union of South Africa ..................... 921 
| ae de 1,116 
Petroleum 
MINUUED  Gaciethsbebeeesdubsinconsatnctodinsegicintieie 1,445 
I aaa cae ahd ctl ietaaninenpsinenitntiaiiinl 2650 
ORE 2710 
Metals and rubber 
(MEY AE CA Se EE 408 
0 SS eee 398 
Federation of Rhodesia and 
EN TEETER EG TNT 451 
Malaya and Singapore ..................... 987 
Indonesia 840 
Wool and livestock products 
SE ee 1,102 
EE ee 1,977 
New Zealand 659 
Vegetable fibers 
Tropical sete, oilseeds, and 
vegetable oils 
IIIT: «cnciniseduntiquentjnainnetuntiiinmsialianath 596 
| EES ES 669 
ate PRE EE Se 348 
IID, sscssainsctanapecdigensotuiaeennianetinondas 404 





1954 1965 1956 1953 1954 1955 1956 
4,225 4,597 5,155 4,824 4549 5,165 6,262 
551 668 688 807 800 885 1,072 
245 268 308 293 250 299 361 
1,015 1,059 1,185 1,386 1,435 1,485 1,524 
1,182 1,276 1,269 1,797 1,297 #1418 1,711 
1,690 1,912 2,124 916 1,029 1,092 1,158 
2720 7830 67840 (*) @) (*) (?) 
73900 81L 835i 2220 7180S #265 2270 


401 472 543 335 343 376 354 
397 454 535 363 371 379 413 


411 484 510 428 393 435 499 
i 1,361 1,026 1,249 7 
867 932 882 765 629 604 853 


1,027 929 944 795 979 1,173 1,128 
1,656 1,748 1,895 1,471 1,869 2,160 1,937 
683 724 770 538 688 804 752 
397 397 408 510 463 634 
401 339 363 348 290 851 

1,562 1,428 1,482 1,319 1,630 1/306 1,234 
657 580 599 547 672 669 657 
558 607 666 591 599 633 714 
418 371 377 303 319 381 427 


396 389 451 534 645 641 598 


1Exports exclude shipments of defense supplies. 


*Partly estimated. 
* Not available. 


Source: International Monetary Fund. 


ferrous metals and ores to the United 
States and the United Kingdom, and 
a substantial flow of crude petroleum 
to the United States. 


Stronger demand in Europe or the 
United States for food or beverage 
commodities resulted in important in- 
creases in the export trade of Cuba and 
Brazil. Cuba’s exports rose $59 million, 
owing to a greatly increased volume of 
sugar shipments to Europe, partly 
stimulated by the nationalization of the 
Suez Canal. The rebuilding of coffee 
stocks in the United States was the 
principal factor boosting Brazil’s coffee 
exports by an amount triple the $60- 
odd million rise in that country’s export 
total. Shipments of cotton from Brazil 
fell off sharply .in volume, while those 
of cacao declined in value because of 
lower prices, 

Venezuela was the principal benefi- 
ciary last year from the rising petrole- 
um requirements in Europe and the 
United States, which were responsible 
for nearly all the $200 million increase 
in that country’s foreign shipments. 
The closing of the Suez Canal and 
damage to pipeline facilities in Syria 
in early November’ reversed’ the 
previously substantial year-to-year gains 
in exports from the oil countries of the 
Near East, so that there was little 
change in the annual value of their 
total exports. 

The continuing (though less rapid) 
expansion: of metal-using industries in 
manufacturing countries was reflected 
not only in Canadian exports but also 
in those of countries which ship prin- 
cipally metals. Exports from Chile in- 
creased $70 million in annual value, 
owing to heavy shipments of copper at 
high prices early in the year, There 


was relatively little gain, however, in 
the value of copper shipped from the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
although volume was up 8 percent. 
Intensified demands for nonferrous 
metals were also reflected in large 
increments which emerged in the ex- 
ports of thte Belgian Congo and the 
Union of South Africa. The latter 
country’s $125-million export rise, how- 
ever, also reflected more active markets 
for other products, including wool, 
which sold at increased prices last fall. 


Higher wool prices contributed, along 
with larger wheat shipments, to last 
year’s $150-million increase in the value 
of Australia’s exports. Among other 
noticeable primary-supplier export gains 
in the Eastern Hemisphere, the largest 
was that for the Philippines—partly 
reflecting improved markets for coco- 
nut products, 

Several declines were apparent in the 
Eastern Hemisphere. Rubber exporters 
particularly fared less well last year 
than in 1955, when rubber prices 
spurted upward. The value of Indo- 
nesia’s exports fell off considerably, 
while those from Malaya were main- 
tained only by an increased price for 
tin. 

Last year’s total export gain of the 
primary suppliers was greatly exceeded 
in value by the $2.7 billion (c. i. f.) rise 
in their imports, Nevertheless, apart 
from the foreign trade of Canada, 
whose import trade balance rose $0.6 
billion, the increase in imports was not 
large relative to that in exports. The 
depletion of gold and foreign exchange 
reserves reflected in this greater im- 
balance, moreover, was largely confined 
to a very few countries, 

Canada’s substantially larger foreign 
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purchases last year figured dispropor- 
tionately in the 7%4-percent advance in 
the total imports of primary-supplying 
countries. Imports into that country 
rose 13% percent as strong internal 
ecrowth trends continued in 1956. The 
sharply higher excess of imports over 
exports was chiefly financed by a great- 
ly increased capital inflow, mainly from 
the United States. 

The expansion last year in the Latin 
American market, though above that of 
the preceding year, was comparatively 
modest; total imports of the 20 re- 
publics were up less than 4 percent 
from those of 1955. However, there 
were noteworthy increases of demand 
in individual countries. The principal 
one was the impressive continued ex- 
pansion in Mexico, whose imports 
mounted by 21 percent. In addition to 
that country’s substantially larger 
receipts from merchandise exports, 
gains in tourist receipts and in remit- 
tances from Mexican workers employed 
in the United States contributed to 
financing the rise in foreign purchases. 

The increases in the values of goods 
delivered to Peru and Venezuela were 
also sizable, although, for the latter 
country, imports other than those by 
oil companies fell off slightly. On the 
other hand, despite substantial in- 
creases in U. S. sales to Brazil and 
Argentina, there were reductions of 4 
or 5 percent each in the total imports 
of both countries, as their exports 
earnings persisted last year below 1953- 
54 levels.’ 

In Eastern Hemisphere primary-sup- 
plying areas, the market expansion was 
stronger last year, as in 1955, than that 
in Latin America. Their total imports 
rose 6 percent, and in value increased 
about as auch as those into Canada 
and Latin America together. Percent- 
age annual import gains in 1955 and in 
1956 within the Eastern Hemisphere 
were as. follows: 

Primary suppliers in Eastern Hemisphere 


Precentage change 
én imports 





1955-55 1955-56 
Sterling Area except United 


ngdom, Australia, and 


New Zealand 11.4 4+9.1 
Australia, and New Zealand .+15.9 —9.3 
Related areas of continental 

West Europe a +3.6 +23.6 
Other Eastern wieinispiere 

countries? - 13.6 9.2 

Above areas ‘combined ........ 10.9 6.7 


1Includes Western Hemisphere territories, 
which are relatively unimportant in trade. 

*Excludes Soviet Bloc countries. 

The most noteworthy increase in 
deliveries to sterling destinations was 
that for India, whose imports scored an 
extraordinary gain of 21 percent. This 
rise reflected larger shipments from the 
United Kingdom, West Germany, other 
Western European countries, and the 
European Soviet bloc, as India’s devel- 
opment program progressed in physical 
form, and was financed principally 
through a substantial drawdown of the 
country’s reserves. Large increases in 
U, S. shipments of wheat and cotton to 







August 12, 1957 


Table 4—Total Exports of 
Manufacturing Countries to Primary- 
Supplying Areas, 1954-1956 


Value in 
millions 
“Value Index of U. 8. 
(1953=100) dollars 





Area of Destination 
All primary- 
supplying areas .... 106 116 131 28,755 


1954 1955 1956 1956 


ATES Bil tle 92 106 133 4,823 
Latin American Republics 115 114 126 5,795 
pS NRE RS BS 110 117 #126 4,655 
Middle Bast® .............. ae 103 124 131 2,033 
> OS 100 106 132 5,018 
Australia and New Zealand 134 146 126 1,567 
European Soviet Bloc® ........ 126 143 177 1,134 
Cf SE air ee 102 120 132 3,730 


1Includes Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia in 
Africa. 


2Excludes Japan. 
*Excludes exports of the Federal Republic 
of Germany to the Soviet ne of Germany, 
valued in 1956 at $169 million. 


Sources: Organization for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation. United Nations. U. §S., 
Department of Commerce. 


India late in the year did not appear 
in the country’s import statistics for 
the calendar year. 

On the other hand, there was a 
large cutback in the foreign purchases 
of Australia and New Zealand. Imports 
into these countries, which in 1955 had 
been allowed to rise by nearly three 
times the gain in their exports, were 
reduced by 9 percent. Substantial in- 
creases appeared last year, however, in 
other sterling area countries. Imports 
into Hong Kong, whose sales to Indo- 
nesia and Thailand soared, rose 23 per- 
cent, with much of the increase recorded 
in Japanese goods. There were larger 
total values of deliveries last year also 
to the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, the Union of South Africa, 
Nigeria, and Iraq. 

More foreign goods were also pur- 
chased last year by the principal rubber- 
exporting countries, following their high 
export receipts of 1955. Imports inte 
Indonesia, which initiated liberalization 





measures in mid-1955, shot up 40 per- 
cent in annual value, and those into 
Malaya and Singapore also were larger 
last year. While Japanese as well as 
European goods were prominent in the 
increase of goods admitted into Indo- 
nesia, most of the rise in Malayan pur- 
chases was directed to European and 
oversea sterling countries, 

There were few other noticeable im- 
port trade shifts in primary-supplying 
areas of the Eastern Hemisphere. On 
the fringe of industrial Europe, imports 
into Spain rose by nearly one-fourth, 
with over half the increase recorded 
in those from the United States; Fin- 
land’s imports registered a large in- 
crease in the wake of a marked rise 
a year earlier in the country’s foreign 
sales; and shipments into Algeria from 
France also increased considerably. In 
the Far East, the Philippines’ foreign 
buying was cut back, with the reduction 
centering in .textiles, after a rise of 
nearly one-fifth the preceding year in 
the country’s, imports and a rundown of 
foreign exchange reserves. 


Shipments by Manufacturing 
Countries Increase 


The overall market expansion in 
primary-supplying areas experienced 
last year by the manufacturing coun- 
tries varied considerably. Nevertheless, 
apart from the exceptional gains in 
Canada and in Latin America for 
United States goods, and U. S. Govern- 
ment shipments of surplus foodstuffs 
elsewhere, there was materially less 
dissimilarity, 

More than half the 1955-56 increase 
in all shipments destined for primary- 
supplying areas from the manufactur- 
ing countries appeared in goods dis- 
patched from the United States, U. S. 


(Continued on page $3) 


Table 5—Exports of Manufacturing Countries to other Manufacturing Countries, 
1954-1956 


Exporting country and destinations 


Continental Western Europe" 
All other manufacturing countries 
Other Continental Western Europe 
United Kingdom 


Japan 


All other manufacturing countries 
Continental Western Europe 
United States 

Japan 

United States? 

All other manufacturing countries 
Continental Western Europe 
United Kingdom 
Japan 





n 
All other .manufacturing countries  ..............0.0..... 


Continental Western Burope 
United Kingdom 
Ck EE a, Le eee eae 
All manufacturing countries 
All manufacturing countries .. 
Continental Western Europe . 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Japan 


United — EE ER ae 











Value in 

Millions of 

Value Index (1958=100) U.8. dollars 
195% 1955 1956 1956 
eens Se 110 128 146 17,891 
hs 114 132 149 13,464 
~soniiaenalale 105 123 125 2,274 
. 103 124 2,003 
84 8&2 109 150 
suliabiiatdl 101 109 127 3,185 
' . 103 109 121 2,390 
wjnndeinnanta 93 116 151 72 
svabulitenta 66 7 : 131 67 
vanenansiiiotaed 115 135 169 5.562 
hive 141 186 3,768 
Tia oan 117 157 153 904 
5 AA 101 97 133 890 
. 123 184 224 776 
2 150 204 161 
184 191 63 
195 236 552 
127 146 27,414 
130 151 19,783 
ovcuansteeiedtatas 132 132 3,241 
RN TREE 115 141 3,283 
93 129 1,107 


1All continental member countries of the Organization for European Economic Cooperation, 


*Special category exports are excluded. 
Sources: 
ment of Commerce. 


Organization for European Economic Cooperation. United N 


vations. U. 8. Depart- 
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United States Trade With Hong Kong 
Shows More Rapid Growth 


Floyd Dubas 


Far Eastern Division 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


Promotion by Hong Kong merchants and: government and private 
trade groups has stimulated an increase in Hong Kong’s trade with the 
United States since 1952, and a more rapid growth is visible in 1956 


and during the first half of 1957. 


A further increase in imports from the United States depends mainly 
upon Hong Kong demand, and this is growing. But a further increase 
in Hong Kong exports to the United States requires promotional effort 
with emphasis on the introduction and supervision of improved produc- 
tion and merchandising techniques, styling and design, and overall 


product quality. 
participation in this effort. 


Hong Kong’s foreign trade before the 
Korean war was largely of an entrepot 
character, and mainland China was an 
important market. The free world re- 
strictions on trade with mainland China 
reduced the colony’s foreign trade and 
helped to stimulate the development of 
industries to produce for export. 


Prior to the Korean War, U. S. ex- 
ports to Hong Kong were largely re- 
exported to the mainland, and imports 
from Hong Kong were mostly Chinese- 
origin goods. The United States ban 
on China trade drastically reduced the 
volume of Hong Kong trade with this 
country. 


Trade Decline Follows 
China Embargo 


Since the United States adopted a 
total embargo on trade with mainland 
China, and the colony’s trade with the 
United States was chiefly in goods of 
Chinese origin destined-for the United 
States, and in American goods destined 
for the mainland via Hong Kong, trade 
between Hong Kong and the United 
States fell off substantially. Hong 
Kong’s imports from this country in 
1949, a banner trade year for the col- 
ony, amounted to $100.7 million. In 
1952, they declined to a low of $38.7 
million. The colony’s exports to the 
United States in 1949 amounted to $41 
million; then after the application of 
the embargo, dropped to $10 million. 


Industrialization Spurs 
Trade Recovery 


Hong Kong’s rapid industrialization 
was chiefly on a mechanized basis, with 
output largely in low-priced consumer 
goods for export to non-U. S. markets, 
mainly new ones in Asia and Africa. 
Thus, total foreign trade showed a sub- 
stantial recovery while trade with the 
United States lagged. However, interest 
remained active in the production of 
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Hong Kong appears to offer prospects for American 





U. 8. businessmen wanting to buy or 
sell in Hong Kong may abtain more 
than 40 lists of firms engaged in foreign 
trade there. 

The Trade Lists, prepared to assist 
U. 8S. foreign traders in establishing 
Hong Kong trade contracts, cover a 
wide variety of commodity and indus- 
try categories: 

The names and addresses of business 
firms classified according to manufac- 
turer, dealer, importer, or exporter, as 
well as basic trade and industry data 
on the particular category covered, are 
given in each Trade List. 


These lists may be purchased from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from the Department’s 
Field Offices, at $2 each. 





goods for the American market, usually 
goods which involve a major degree of 
manual labor and handicraft skills. This 
production showed only a modest 
growth at first, but in recent years 
more rapid development has taken 
place. 

Hong Kong exports to the United 
States advanced to $12 million in 1954 
from a low of $10 million in 1953, and 
in the following year increased to $15.2 
million. Hong Kong exports to the 
United States grew faster in 1956 when 
they amounted to $20 million, and in 
the first half of 1957 a still more rapid 
increase took place which indicates a 
total for the year 1957 of approxi- 
mately $28 million. 

The move to wider industrialization 
also brought with it greatly increased 
construction activity, both Government 
and private financed. These develop- 
ments introduced a greater demand for 
imports for internal consumption, of 
raw materials, equipment and machin- 
ery, and building goods. The adoption 


of improved procedures for licensing 
U. S. goods for shipment to the colony 
and the designation of a large number 
of items exportable to Hong Kong 
under general license made possible a 
greater participation by U. S. suppliers 
in the Hong Kong market. 

Imports from the United States 
climbed from a low of $38.7 million in 
1952 to $70.6 million in 1956, and an 
even faster growth took place in the 
first half of 1957 when imports reached 
approximately $40 million with indica- 
tions that the total for the year may 
reach $80 million, 


Other Factors 
Stimulate Trade 


Other factors undoubtedly have 
served to stimulate a larger trade be- 
tween Hong Kong and the United 
States. The colony has remained stable, 
currency convertibility and commerce 
in nonstrategic goods is relatively un- 
hampered, and a moderate degree of 
prosperity has been achieved. Entrepot 
trade continues to flourish through the 
efforts of a number of large and experi- 
enced merchandising houses with 
branches in world centers, and of such 
trade supporting services as banking, 
insurance, and shipping. Promotion ef- 
forts of trade associations and Govern- 
ment officials also have had a bearing 
on trade expansion. 

The colony sent a delegation to par- 
ticipate in the New York World Trade 
Fair in April 1957, and a delegation also 
was present at the trade fair in Seattle 
in 1956. A visit to the colony in April 
1957 by a U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Trade Mission encountered a 
lively interest in two-way trade, and it 
was indicated that U. S. exports could 
be expanded by the use of Hong Kong 
as a depot for U. S. goods for reexport 
to Southeast Asia and by the installa- 
tion of assembly and spare parts plants 
in the colony. 

Current Hong Kong imports from the 
United States are not substantially dil- 
ferent in character from imports prior 
to the U. S. ban on China trade, but 
the final destination and disposition of 
such imports has changed. Before the 
ban on China trade, Hong Kong’s im- 
ports from the United States consisted 
largely of manufactured goods which 
were reexported chiefly to mainland 
China. After ’the prohibition on China 
trade,-the colony's imports continue to 
be primarily manufactured items, but 
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they are principally for consumption in 
Hong Kong and partly for reexport to 
friendly Asian destinations. 


Current Hong Kong 
Exports Locally Made 


On the other hand, Hong Kong ex- 
ports to the United States have under- 
gone a major change in character since 
the application of the embargo on main- 
jand Chinese goods. Prior to the em- 
bargo, Hong Kong exports to this coun- 
try were almost exclusively raw ma- 
terials and handmade goods of mainland 
Chinese origin. After the ban on trade 
with mainland China, this trade largely 
took on the form of handmade and han- 
dicraft products made in the colony. 


Rattan furniture, basketware and 
wickerware together constitute the 
most important export from the colony 
to the United States, and amounted to 
$4 million in 1956. Miscellaneous food 
products including such food specialty 
lines as soy and other sauces, Chinese- 
type fish preparations, noodles, fruits, 
vegetables, and ginger, constitute the 
second largest category of exports to 
the United States, reaching a value of 
$3.2 million in 1956. 

Textile products rank next in impor- 
tance as a Hong Kong export to this 
country, and consist of such items as 
gloves and mittens, outerwear garments_ 
(shirts, blouses, gowns, pajamas, 
dresses) and embroidered clothing in- 
cluding handkerchiefs. The shipment 
to the United States of cotton garments, 
chiefly shirts and blouses, has shown 
spectacular growth since the end of 
1956, reaching a volume in the first half 
of 1957 of $1.9 million as compared with 
$377,648 in 1956. There is also substan- 
tial and growing exportation to the 
United States of men’s and women's 
suits, coats, and sportswear, chiefly 
woolen, which are almost entirely on a 
mail order basis and are not recorded 
in Hong Kong’s trade statistics. An- 
nual shipments in this category are esti- 
mated at about $3 million. 

Items exported ‘by Hong Kong to the 
United States whose production is 
more identifiable with the use of ma- 
chinery include flashlights, batteries 
and bulbs, and utensils and hardware. 
Other goods which involve the use of 
hand labor includ@ toys and games of 
plastic, fireworks, house slippers and 
umbrellas. Goods largely the product of 
handerafts which Hong Kong markets 
in the United States include carved 
wood furniture, imitation jewelry, jade 
stones and jewelry of precious metals 
and stones, fans, flowers, ornamental 
feathers, and art works. 


- Greater Sales in U. S. 


Depend on Several Factors 


Hong Kong merchants say greater 
sales of Hong Kong products in the 
United States are possible by utilizing 
the services of American designers, 
merchandising experts, and production 
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specialists to promote the output of 
goods suited for the American market, 
under low-cost, free port, and other 
favorable conditions offered in Hong 
Kong. The Hong Kong Government 
and business group participating in the 
world trade fair in New -York encoun- 
tered an interest among Americans in 
purchasing more Hong Kong merchan- 
dise. The Hong Kong Government takes 
the position that greater sales in the 
United States are attainable provided 
the marketing of inferior goods can be 
avoided and necessary quality, styling, 
and design specifications can be met. 

Some Hong Kong enterprises have 
attempted to introduce quality refine- 
ments for the American market while 
maintaining a firm hold on existing 
non-American markets where the bulk 
of their sales are made. In the gar- 
ment and plastic products industries, 
new firms have been organized by Hong 
Kong capital to produce solely for ex- 
port to the United States. 

Production and growth characteris- 
tics in three industries which figure 
prominently in the production of goods 
for export to the United States or in 
sales to American tourists, are believed 
to represent a cross section of these ele- 
ments in all such industries. 


Rattan Production 
Mainly by Small Firms 


The processing of rattan sticks or 
poles used chiefly as frames is prin- 
cipally a hand operation, and the weav- 
ing of peel in furniture and baskets is 
done entirely by hand. The production 
of rattan peel and core is mostly man- 
ual, and to some extent by machine. 

A large part of production for export 
is through the effort of contractors who 
organize groups of workers and process 
oversea orders received by exporters or 
manufacturer-collectors. Production is 
mainly by independents who are smail- 
scale operators and account for a large 
volume of the bulk items such as tub 
and saucer chairs and baskets. Inde- 
pendents sell to contractors or to manu- 
facturer-collectors. 


Carved Hardwood 
Items Popular 


While sales to the United States are 
showing some increase, it is believed the 
American market would probably ab- 
sorb a larger volume if quality stand- 
ards could be advanced and greater pro- 
motional effort took place. The best 
quality product is that procured 
through the larger and medium-large 
manufacturer-collectors who are in a 
position to supervise quality standards. 
Since a larger production takes place 
among the smaller producers, an appro- 
priate organization and supervision of 
style and quality standards would prob- 
ably yield quality improvements which 
would result in a wider American de- 
mand. 

Hardwood furniture and furnishings 





carved by the Chinese in Hong Kong 
are becoming increasingly popular 
among Americans who have seen them, 
and though exports to the United States 
are steadily growing a greater potential 
is possible. Woods used for these prod- 
ucts include teak from Burma and 
Thailand, blackwood, ebony, and rose- 
wood from Thailand; camphorwood 
from Taiwan; and sandalwood from 
India. Production is both on a small 
factory and home industry basis, chiefly 
by hand. The fancy decorative and 
oriental designs carved on these items 
require a high degree of craftsmanship. 
Some work consists of the use of silver 
inlay in which thin strips of silver are 
laid in a pattern, then hammered into 
the wood and coated over with a special 
varnish. 

Expansion of this industry will de- 
pend upon a program of training 
craftsmen, and the supervision and 
coordination of output. Since the usual 
demand in the United States is for indi- 
vidual, rather than standard styling, 
any notable growth in sales by export 
will require the introduction of a 
method of placing orders with specifi- 
cations, and of supervising output to 
meet those specifications, the priority 
of orders, and the use of properly sea- 
soned woods. 

The carving of ivory is a Hong Kong 
craft in which only a small number of 
skilled ivory workers are engaged. Five 
years of special training are required 
before a carver is considered sufficiently 
skilled to enter this craft which has for 
centuries been associated with the Chi- 
nese. Among the items produced in 
Hong Kong today are concentric balls, 
floral boats and figurines, with an as- 
sortment of smaller articles from left- 
over pieces, such as paper knives, book 
marks, chessmen, earrings, and ciga- 
rette holders. Exports to the United 
States in carved ivory items, and sales 
to American tourists in Hong Kong are 
showing some growth. Although the po- 
tential is probably limited by the small 
number of trained craftsmen, and the 
long period of apprenticeship needed to 
qualify, a method of placing and super- 
vising orders to suit individual tastes 
would probably stimulate exports. 


American Firms Can 
Aid Development 


Opportunities are believed to exist 
for American firms to develop enter- 
prises or to participate in existing en- 
terprises to produce for export to the 
United States and to Asian markets as 
well. Some American firms have under- 
taken to provide such services as guid- 
ance and training in production tech- 
niques, implementation of American de- 
sign and styling standards, and general 
supervision of transactions to assure the 
fulfillment of American standards and 
requirements. Some of these involve 
licensing arrangements with the use of 


(Continued on page 33) 
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New BFC Publications Available 


—Index to WTIS Reports, November 
1954-June 1957. 20 pp. 10 cents. All 
reports issued to date in the four 


parts of the World Trade Informa- 
tion Service, published by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce. Ar- 
ranged by country and year of 
issuance. 


Part 1. Economic Reports 


Listed here when available are re- 
ports, by country, including economic 
reviews (salient developments § and 
Ghanges for the year under review in 
agriculture, industry, mining, construc- 
tion, and public utilities, and plans for, 
and progress in, industrialization), texts 
of company laws and other legislation, 
and publications outlining conditions 
with respect to establishing businesses. 


Part 2. Operations Reports 


-——Marking and Labeling Require- 
ments of Switzerland. No. 57-62. 
4 pp. 10 cents. Concerned largely 
with marking and labeling of food- 
stuffs and pharmaceutical products. 
Gives, for individual commodities, 
requirements for labels, containers, 
and wrappers. Penalties for in- 
fringement. 

——Pharmaceutical Regulations of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. No. 
57-63. 4 pp. 10° cents. Defines pat- 
ent medicines and other specialties 
within meaning of decree of Feb- 
ruary 11, 1943, which controls such 
items not in commercial traffic be- 
fore February 19, 1943. Discusses 
analysis and registration require- 
ments, regulations concerned with 
alcohol, narcotics, and vaccines and 
serums, import duties and taxes, 


price control, labeling, and adver- 
tising and-sales restrictions. Lists 
strong-acting medicinal substances 
that may be dispensed only with 
a prescription, under regulations of 


March 30, 1931, through March 1,~ 


1957. 


Other country reports in part 2 that 
are available from time to time deal 
with such matters as preparing ship- 
ments, licensing and exchange con- 
trols, and baggage regulations and liv- 
ing conditions. 


Part 3. Statistical Reports 


United States Trade With Major 
World Areas, January-March 1957. 


No. 57-23. 4 pp. 20 cents. Shows 
changes in.U. S. trade by areas 
and principal commodities, first 
quarter 1957 from first quarter 
1956; U. S. exports, by commodity 
groups and leading areas of des- 
tination; imports, by commodities 
and leading areas of origin; and 
foreign trade by geographic areas 
and by quarter, January 1956-March 
1957. 

Total Export and Import Trade of 
the United States, January-April 
1957 and Preliminary May. No. 57- 
24. 12 pp. 20 cents. Tables as fol- 
lows: Value of exports, imports, 
and balance of merchandise trade; 
indexes of quantity, unit value, and 
value of total merchandise foreign 
trade; value of indexes of exports 
and imports, by economic classes; 
exports, as well as imports, by 
commodity groups and principal 
commodities; exports, imports, and 
balance of trade, by areas and 
continents; exports, including re- 








exports (and general imports), by 
leading countries and areas; bal- 
ance of trade with selected areas 
and leading countries; U. S. trade 
with Soviet bloc countries. 


In addition, publications issued in this 
part include reports on the foreign 
trade of individual countries, annual 
individual reports on trade of the 
United States with about 10 major 
countries or areas, and miscellaneous 
publications. 


Part 4. Utilities Abroad 


Numbered reports in this part, when 
available for individual countries, cover 
such fields as electric pqwer (types of 
ownership, waterpower resources, pres- 
ent and planned generating capacity and 
power production, rates and sales); civil 
aviation (airlines, airports, aircraft, de- 
velopment plans, passenger and freight 
traffic); highways (road system, con- 
struction, maintenance, long-term pros- 
pects, traffic density and vehicle regis- 
trations); and railways (track mileage, 
condition, construction plans and prog- 
ress, rolling stock, rate structure). 


The latest reports in the World Trade 
Information Service are shown on the 
list above, which may be checked to 
indicate the copies desired. 


Readers wishing to order individual 
copies or subscribe to forthcoming 
publications in one or more parts of the 
Service may tear out and use the or- 
der form. 


Orders may be sent to any U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce Field Office or 
direct to the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, U. S. Government Printing O!- 
fice, Washington 25, D. C. The remit- 
tance—check or money order—should 
be made payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents. 


World Trade Information arene Order Form 





oS eee FOP coooccccssseseneseey individual WTIS reports checked on the above list. 
Also enclosed is $.............0...... for which please CL} Part i Sannemie Raperts. $6 0 your (58.50 to foreign eddres: 
‘ Senigiten fer the tellenten Galt (] Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address} 
st wes oi a tne eae 9 [] Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a year ($7.50 to foreign address) 
a , () Part 4—Utilities Abroad. $3 a year ($4.00 to foreign address} 
FURIID | carnstcceninssacpeanenscsstbetbusthecediunansaiinbemneminanergemneaisanmneniangien Address ...sccssseeee 
a grenncniiaeapnshgneiiuennanatemngadtiteapbeeasensnitibocciaiinaaaimiaal ZONG......00000s TE Te ee damned sitibiecsintitipplianets 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. $. Government 


Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the\ Superintendent of Documents. 
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other Books — 
Reports 


International Guide to European Sources 
of. Technical Information. Paris. Pub- 
lished by the European Productivity 
Agency of the Organization for Eu- 
ropean Econemic Cooperation, 1957. 
439 pp. $2.50. 

This guide brings together for the 
first time European sources of technical 
information in the following countries: 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, 
Norway, Sweden, and the United King- 
dom. 

The publication, of special interest to 
industry and research centers, lists a 
broad coverage of industrial classifica- 
tions, a few of which are as follows: 
Physics (including acoustics and op- 
tics); nuclear research; materials test- 
ing; mechanical engineering; electronic 
engineering, radio, telecommunications; 
refrigeration engineering; foundry prac- 
tice; welding; packaging and printing; 
automotive engineering; aeronautical 
engineering; industrial chemistry; food; 
cement, concrete, lime; paints, var- 
nishes; adhesives; metallurgy; general 
wood; textiles; and plastics. 

Research subjects are indexed alpha- 
betically. Each source is listed by name 
and address, and the scope of its ac- 
tivity is briefly summarized together 
with a listing of its current research. 

An additional index, by organizations 
in their original languages, also is in- 
cluded. 

The book may be purchased from the 
OEEC Publications Office, 2000 P Street 
NW, Washington 6, D. C. 


American Goods in Canadian Marketa, 
Forrest L. Rogers. Toronto, Canada. 
Ryerson Press, 1957. 37 pp. C$1.25 
(approximately US$1.31). 

This study, published under the aus- 
pices of the Canadian Institute of In- 
ternational Affairs, develops the func- 
tion of imports from the United States 
in the Canadian economy. 

Estimates show that the ~largest 
fraction of the trade is producers’ ma- 
terials, which represented about 37 per- 
cent of the import in 1955. Capital 
goods—producers’ equipment—amount- 
ing to 27 percent in 1955, constituted 
the next largest category. Consumer 
goods, including foods, comprised only 
17 percent of the 1955 import and fuels 
and lubricants comprised 6 percent. 

Canadian commercial policy is dealt 
with in the study, in relation te the 
concentration of imports from _ the 
United States and the possibility of in- 
creasing the share of other suppliers. 
Outcroppings of inflation have been 
relatively limited by the abundance of 
commodity supply from the United 


States while the ‘capital expansion of 
the economy ‘has been facilitated. 
Consumers’ freedom of choice has 
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been sustained also in the keenly com- 
petitive atmosphere to which imports 
have contributed. In less buoyant pe- 
riods, the competition has been severe 
in some lines. On-the* other hand, in 
other lines Canadian production has ex- 
panded to take over the bulk of Cana- 
dian requirements. U. S. commercial 
policy is held to be of major importance 
in determining the direction of Cana- 
dian development. 


The author is an economist with the 
Bank of Nova Scotia. 


Statistics of National Product and Ex- 
penditure, No. 2, 1938 and 1947 to 
1955. Paris. Organization for Euro- 
pean Economic Cooperation, 1957. 
211 pp. $2.50. 


Second in a series of continuing 
OEEC publications giving comparable 
national accounts statistics for the nine- 
teen countries which are members or 
associate members of OEEC, this vol- 
ume shows estimates for 3 additional 
years—1953-1955. 


Part I contains comparative statistics 
in the form of index number series for 
the individual OEEC member countries, 
the United States, and Canada; a pres- 
entation of estimates for OEEC mem- 
ber countries combined in dollar terms 
and elaboration in the form of index 
numbers; and adjusted country sta- 
tistics, presented in national currencies 
in both current and constant (1954) 
prices. 


Part II deals with the definitions, 
sources, and methods used in establish- 
ing the data for individual countries, 
and discusses"in detail the adjustments 
made to secure comparability. 


Part III describes the detailed work- 
ing estimates used in constructing 
OEEC totals. 


The study is available from the 
OEEC Publications Office, 2000 P Street 
NW., Washington 6, D. C. 





Record Crops... 
(Continued from page 5) 


Development Law, and a tire-recapping 
plant opened in San Miguel. President 
Lemus announced in June major new 
Government construction work to be 
undertaken totaling $4.7 million, includ- 
ing Treasury and Customs buildings, 
highways; housing, a water system for 
La Union, and a market for Zacate- 
coluca. New construction permits in 
San Salvador in April and May were 
up 200 percent over last year. 


At the end of June the nation’s only 
cement plant, at Acajutla, was produc- 
ing at a rate of 2 million bags a year 
compared with a 1.6 million-bag rate 
a year ago. Work on the breakwater 
pier at Acajutla continued on schedule 
after a month’s setback in the preced- 
ing quarter from damage caused by 
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Directories of U. S. 
Firms Listed 


How and where to find informa- 
tion on business enterprises in 
the United States is presented in 
a new pamphlet for U. S. busi- 
nessmen just released by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce. 

Entitled “Sources of Informa- 
tion on American Firms,” the bul- 
letin is designed to serve as a 
guide to the more readily avail- 
able sources of information on 
business enterprises in the United 
States. 

The publication describes infor- 
mation sources for local area 
data, lists books about business 
information sources; and shows 
where to find directories, names 
of associations, pertinent trade 
journals, and other guides. De- 
scriptions of selected national di- 
rectories of many categories of 
businessmen, classified according 
to business, and examples of di- 
rectories containing regional and 
specialized industrial and trade 
information also are given. 

The 12-page booklet may be pur- 
chased from any of the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce Field Of- 
fices, at 15 cents a copy. 











heavy seas. The International Railways 
of Central America added 2 new 100- 
ton Diesel road engines and 2 new 20- 
ton Diesel switch engines. 


Further studies were in progress to 
determine the feasibility of the expan- 
sion of present hydroelectric facilities 
and the harnessing of steam geysers in 
the Ahuachapan area, and the possibil- 
ity of developing various mineral re- 
sources, including sulfur deposits near 
San Miguel, diatomaceous earth, and 
magnetite- and ilmenite-bearing sands 
along the Pacific coast. 

While the promotion of foreign capi- 
tal investment remained a matter of 
considerable discussion, there was still 
no evidence of any intended action in 
this respect. 

At the close of the quarter the Gov- 
ernment announced a $4.6 million in- 
crease -in the national budget, based 
on revised estimates of Government 
revenues. In the past few years such 
increases have been common in El 
Salvador because of ultraconservative 
budgetary practices—U, S, Embassy, 
El Salvador. 





Norway signed the Organization for 
Trade Cooperation Agreement on July 
10, 1957. 

The country was the llth to take 
this action, according to the Norwegian 
press and Foreign Office sources.— 
U. S. Embassy, Oslo. 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 


NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of Pent ha currency per dollar. The Re 
quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the dollar at 1 to 1; the 


so of the Dominican Republic, the Guatemalan 
aitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar. 








































































































Average rate Latest available quotations 
Unit 
Countr: uoted Type of exchange ? 

itil ‘ 1955 1956 1957 Ret ser ent ta Date 
(annual) (annual) (May) 8. currency 1957 

Argentina........| Peso. Official 118.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 .0556 July 25 

Free 134.48 35.16 39.20 42.60 .0235 Do. 

Boli via......ccccsses Boliviano........| Free... 302.75 7,920.00 7,750.00 8,500.00 -00012 July 20 

BraZil*...ccscwes| CTUZCILO...vee00 Official 18.82 18.82 18.82 18.82 0531 July 22 
Free 75.40 74.72 84.70 73.40 0134 Do. 

Chile..... Peso. Bankers’ free 502. 594.00 642.00 -0015 July 17 
Brokers’ £5 C6.....ccciscscccccccesiores wt 534.00 706.00 800.00 .0012 Do. 

Colombia**...... Peso.. .| Certificate ek eee EY a 4.86 .2058 July 19 
Dollars............ ; ae aS ee ee 5.75 1739 Do. 

Costa Rica.....| Colon... Official............ 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 .1764 Aug. 1 
Tasiadlieersansindtbaitiinssmamiiiantiontnsiie 6.65 6.65 6.65 6.65 1504 Do. 
Ecuador Sucre. Central bank (official)........ 15.15 15.15 15.15 15.15 .0660 - Do. 
Free 17.41 18.50 . 17.63 18.20 0550 Do. 
El Salvador....} Colon Free 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 -4000 Do. 
Honduras.........J Lempira..........| Official. 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 4950 Do. 
Mexico... Peso..... Free 12.51 12.51 12.51 12.51 0799 Do. 
Nicaragua....... wend Cordoba Official 26.00 7.05 7.05 7.05 1418 Do. 
Curb 7.32 7.75 7.75 7.75 1290 Do. 
Paraguay.....| Guaranl Official 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 -0167 Do. 
Free Sida n.a. n.a. 133.00 .0076 Do. 
Peru... Sol ange certificate............] 19.00 19.00 19.00 19.00 -0526 Do. 
19.18 19.05 19.06 19.05 -0525 Do. 

Uruguay......| Peso... | Basic eiatiiomtens 2.10 2.10 2.10 4762 July 20 
Free certificate........... paceetindn: ' ‘Sickie . 4.11 4.11 4.11 é 0. 
Free 3°39 3.90 +3 4.20 e ‘ 

Venezuela........| Bolivar Free 3.35 3.35 3. 3.35 -2985 Aug. 1 









































(For explanation of rates, see notes in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, April 8, 1957, p. 17.) 

Official rate went into effect on October 28, 
1955. Free market rate did not become opera- 
tive until November 8, 1955 (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 14, 1955, p. 2). 

*Par value changed from 6 to 7 cordobas 


per dollar, Bective July 1, 1955. 

*Auction rates in the, Rio de Janeiro auc- 
tion for July 3, 1957, for U. 8S. dollars for 120 
days delivery ranged as follows: First cate- 
gory, 42.9-44.5 cruzeiros per dollar; second 
category, 55.5-58.7; third category, 85.5-87.5; 
fourth category, 160.2-153; fth category, 


283-283. These rates must be added to the 
official selling rate, with applicable taxes, in 
order to get the effective selling rates. 

**New exchange regulations adopted June 
17, 1957. Certificates replace former official 
rate. Dollars made free for non-trade remit- 
ances. 





Swiss Economic ... 


(Continued from page 5) 


ports of petroleum products, iron bars 
and rails remained high. 

All major export industries except 
foodstuffs reported decreases in June as 
compared with May 1957, including the 
important watch and machinery in- 
dustries. The number of watch pieces 
exported was approximately 100,000 
fewer than in June of 1956, although 
the value of the watches exported was 
700,000 francs greater this year, indi- 
cating a trend toward the sale of slight- 
ly more expensive watches. 


United States Second 
Principal Trader 


West Germany and the United States 
continued to hold first and second 
place as the most important trading 
partners of Switzerland. The United 
States in second place furnished 14.1 
percent of Swiss imports and took Swiss 
products amounting to 10.8 percent of 
total Swiss exports. 


U. S. shipment to Switzerland were 
valued at 79.2 million francs, a drop of 
4 million as compared with May. Pur- 
chases by the United States in June 
were valued at 58.4 million francs, a 
reduction of 7.5 million as compared 
with May 1957 and 1.6 million as com- 
pared with June 1956. Swiss exports 
to India, China (including Hong Kong), 
and Japan continued to rise, these coun- 
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tries taking 7.2 percent of Swiss ex- 
ports in June as compared with 5.6 per- 
cent for the like month of the pre- 
ceding year. 


Money Tight; Exchange, Gold 


Reserves Increase 


Demand for funds at the end of the 
first half of the present year was met 
principally by cashing an extraordinary 
amount of dollar assets, but at the end 
of June the gold and foreign currency 
losses of the National Bank had not 
only been stopped abruptly, but actually 
the trend had been reversed. 


In January the National Bank had a 
total of gold and currency reserves of 
7,730 million Swiss francs; this amount 
was reduced to 7,312 million francs on 
May 15. 

Since mid-May Swiss foreign ex- 
change and gold reserves have increased 
by 281 million francs and reached 7,593 
million francs on the 29th of June. 
This increase is almost entirely the re- 
sult of a flowback of dollar assets from 
the United States to Switzerland. The 
tightness of the Swiss capital market is 
believed to be the main reason for this 
development. The higher rates available 
in Switzerland make local investments 
more attractive than heretofore. 


Reform Plan on Tax 
System Adopted 


The National Council adopted the 
new reform plan on the Féderal Tax 


system in its June session by a vote 
of 86 to 20. The measure provides the 
constitutional establishment of the di- 
rect federal income tax which has been 
collected since World War I on the 
basis of special laws of limited duration. 
Even this time a compromise had to 
be accepted limiting the federal income 
tax to 12 years. The bill goes now to 
the Council of States for action in Sep- 
tember, and if approved, will be sub- 
ject to a national referendum.—u. S. 
Embassy, Bern. 





Cuban Business ... 


(Continued from page 2) 
possible sale to canners in Puerto Rico 
and the United States. Pesqueras In- 
ternationales hopes to develop a frozen 
tuna fish market in Cuba using the 
waste as a mix for poultry feed. The 
Japanese “long line” system of fishing 
will be used. 

Unemployment among sugar work- 
ers rose in the last half of June as the 
1957 sugar grinding season came to a 
close. This unemployment was offset 
somewhat, however, by the absorption 
of workers in the reactivated public 
works program which has been used by 
the Cuban Government for the past 
few years as a means of bolstering the 
Cuban economy during the “dead sea- 


son” ie. the period between stgar 
grinding seasons. — U. S. Embassy, 
Havana. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 





Development of Port 
Sudan Under Way 


The most important program of sev- 
eral which are under way to improve 
the facilities of Port Sudan is the ex- 
tension of the main wharves, in the 
southeast section of the harbor, by 
1,600 feet, which will provide three 
additional berths, 

Once this extension is completed, 
berth No. 9 which now-has no modern 
unloading facilities will be joined with 
the new extension. This will almost 
double the docking space available for 
unloading of general cargo. - 

The total estimated cost of the new 
extension is S£5 million (S£1—US$2.87) 
and it is expected to be completed in 
1959. 4 

Plans have been drawn up to build 
tanks for storing up to 2,000 tons of 
vegetable oil on the northwest side of 
the harbor opposite berth No. 9. A 
jetty will be built with a pipeline con- 
necting the vegetable oil tanks to the 
vessels and this installation will speed 
the export of cottonseed oil. 

On the south side of the harbor, 
the main wharf used for the handling 
of petroleum products is being length- 
ened from 180 to 220 feet to accom- 
modate larger tankers. The largest 
tankers that visit Port Sudan at pres- 
ent are in the 16,000-ton class.—U, 8. 
Embassy, Khartoum. 





Road Problems Discussed at 
African Regional Congress 


Problems connected with improving 
the road from Capetown, Union of South 
Africa, to Nairobi, Kenya, to an inter- 
national heavy duty standard, were dis- 
cussed during the African Regional 
Road Congress in Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia, May 27-May 30, 1957. It is 
envisioned that this so-called Great 
North Road will provide the transporta- 
tion backbone to sub-Saharan Africa 
which, with its feeder roads, will tie 
together the disjointed geographic sec- 
tions of this region. 

It was the consensus that potential 
trade would develop if the standard 
of the road was improved and that this 
project would justify the establishment 
of new industries in certain of the 
areas traversed by this highway. The 
strategic importance of the road in the 
event of war was also emphasized, and 
an entire session was devoted to the 
effects of the improvement of the road 
on tourism. No. definite conclusions 
were reached as to the possible financ- 
ing of this project—U. S. Consulate 
General, Salisbury. . 
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Scottish Airport Improvement Set 


The British Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation is expected to 
announce shortly its plan to extend the main runway at Prestwick 
Airport in Scotland by an additional 500 feet to a length of 7,500 feet. 

Similarly, plans have been drawn up by the Ministry for a new 
passenger terminal building at Prestwick, with work to start this year 


on the confrol tower. 


These new works are designed to accommodate aircraft requiring 
longer runways, particularly with the growing traffic with North 


America and the prospects offered by 
economic developments such as the pos- 
sibility of the European free trade area. 


Work To Begin in September 


Work on extending the runway is 
planned to begin in September, looking 
toward the additional 500 feet. How- 
ever, this enlargement does not pro- 
vide sufficient length for the American 
jet air liners, such as the Boeing 707 
and Douglas DC-8 turbojet liners, 
which are expected to come into service 
in 1960 and 1961. The extension will, 
however, accommodate the long-range 
Britannia’s, which are scheduled into 
service next year. 

Further extension of the runway and 
construction to provide greater bear- 
ing strength so as to accommodate 
American air liners has been held in 
abeyance pending information on what 
lengths will be needed by the new air- 
craft and the estimated extent to which 
they will use Prestwick. 


Air Traffic Increases 


Air traffic into Prestwick continues 
to increase and during May 1957 there 
were approximately 24,000 passengers 
handled out of approximately 90,000 for 
the 13 Scottish airports during the pe- 
riod, not including civilians carried on 
military transports. The air freight 
handled during this period amounted 
to 118 tons, out of 360 tons in all air- 
ports in Scotland. 

The Treasury Department has ap- 





Japanese Shipping Firms 
Set Single Rate on Pottery 


Nine Japanese shipping companies— 
NYK, OSK, Mitsui, Iino Kaiun, Kawa- 
saki Kisen, Mitsubishi Kaiun, Shin Nip- 
pon Kissen, and Yamashita Kisen — 
established on August 1, 1957, a single 
rate of $26.50 a ton on shipments of 
pottery to the east coasteof the United 
States regardless of the value of the 
shipment. 

This single rate replaces the former 
double-rate system of $25.80 a ton for 
shipments valued under $300 a ton and 
$26.50 a ton for shipments over that 
amount, 

These same companies also have 
agreed to postpone the 10-percent 
freight increase, scheduled to become 
effective on July 1, until September 
1, 1957.—U. S. Consulate, Nagoya. 









proved a plan for the Ministry of 
Transport and Civil Aviation to proceed 
with the extension of the passenger 
terminal building at Renfrew Airport, 
near Glasgow, at an estimated cost of 
£150,000. The capacity of the present 
passenger concourse will be doubled, 
and other facilities and accommoda- 
tions will be provided. Renfrew Airport 
handled 374,000 passengers in 1956, or 
an increase of 22 percent over the pre- 
ceding year. 


During May 1957 there were 37,000 
passengers handled, which is more than 
one-half of the total traffic through the 
12 Scottish airports, not including the 
international airport at Prestwick. Of 
the 69,000 terminal passengers in Scot- 
land, including 9,000 for Prestwick, 
over 35,000 were handled at Renfrew.— 
U. S. Consulate, Glasgow. 





Shipyard in Sweden 
To Be Enlarged 


The Eriksberg shipyard in Goteberg, 
Sweden, has purchased an area of 
148,000 square meters immediately ad- 
joining its present grounds which will 
more than double the yard’s area. The 
new site will be used for building a 
drydock in which it will be possible to 
build tankers of up to 70,000 dead- 
weight tons, compared. with 40,000 
deadweight tons which is the present 
capacity of the yard. The capacity 
could be increased to 80,000 dead- 
weight tons if later developments jus- 
tify it. 

The drydock is expected to be com- 
pleted early in 1960. The estimated con- 
struction cost of the dock, bed, cranes, 
shops, etc., is calculated at 11,780,000 
crowns *(1 Swedish crown=US$0.193), 
making the company’s total investment 
in the new project in excess of 17 mil- 
lion crowns, as the announced pur- 
chase price of the site is 5.5 million 
crowns. 

Vessels built in the drydock will not 
be launched in the traditional manner, 
but will be floated by flooding the dry- 
dock with water. This means increased 
safety and lower costs compared with 
the ordinary method of launching, ac- 
cording to yard officials —U. S. Consu- 
late, Goteborg. 
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Contract Awarded for Taiwan Dam 


Under terms of a contract signed at the International Cooperation 
Administration, the New York firm of Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy- 
Stratton will furnish engineering services for the design of the largest 
single economic development project ever undertaken by Taiwan 
(Formosa)—the multipurpose Shihmen Dam Project which may cost 


$40 million to $50 million to complete. 

The Republic of China will pay most 
of the cost with Chinese currency. ICA 
has allogated $7.8 million in fiscal 1956 
and 195 for the project. This sum is 
earmarked to cover the cost of provid- 
ing American engineering and construc- 
tion advisory services, and procurement 
of imported equipment and supplies. 

Work on the project has been in 
progress for more than a year under the 
direction of the Shihmen Development 
Commission, an agency of the Chinese 
Government. The commission succeeded 
the Shihmen Planning Commission un- 
der whose direction engineering studies 
were conducted and preliminary plans 
were developed. 

The contract takes the place of a 
“letter of intent” under which the en- 
gineering firm (TAMS) has been pro- 
ceeding with initial phases of the work 
since June 17. It provides for TAMS to 
prepare final designs for the entire con- 
struction project, to assist in the pro- 
curement of major equipment items, and 
to inspect the construction work. A sep- 
arate contract for construction advisory 
services will be negotiated later. These 
advisory services will be made avail- 
able to the Cammission’s dam construc- 
tion department which will engage in 
the actual construction work, 


Agreement To Be in 
Force Through 1960 


The engineering agreement which be- 
came effective July 26 is to continue 
in foree through December 31, 1960, but 
may be extended beyond that date or 
terminated earlier under certain stipu- 
lated conditions. 

ICA financing for the engineering 
services is to be $600,000 for the period 
ending June 30, 1958. However, the 
agreement provides for a total U. S. 
dollar assistance for these engineering 
services of as much as $1,948,484 sub- 
ject to the appropriation of funds by 
the U. S, Congress and the allocation of 
funds for the purpose of the agreement. 

The dam and reservoir, with its hy- 
droelectric plant and other fixtures, is 
to be located at Shihmen, about 30 
miles southwest of Taipei. It is consid- 
ered by the Chinese Government as one 
of the most vital economic development 
projects ever undertaken on Taiwan. 

As planned by the Chinese, the proj- 
ect will create a reservoir of 316,000,000 
cubic meters capacity; provide an 
assured water supply for irriga- 
tion covering 135,000 acres of two- 
crop rice fields; provide a hydro- 
electric power plant with an ulti- 
mate installed capacity of 120,000 kilo- 
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watts (40,000 kilowatts initially); pro- 
vide flood-control for the protection of 
Taipei City and the lowlands along the 
Tanshui River; provide and improve 
public water supply for 340,000 urban 
population, and provide incidental bene- 
fits in the area through improvement of 
stream regulation. 


Access Roads Have 
Been Built 


During the last year the Chinese 
have built access roads and buildings at 
the dam site and initiated work on the 
portal portion of the diversion tunnel 
and Taoyuan Canal intake. They are 
proceeding with the acquisition of real 
estate, relocation of public roads and 
highways, plans for rehabilitation of 
citizens of the area, and the cutting and 
removal of forests. 

Special surveys, financed by ICA in 
the last several years, have determined 
that the project is well-planned, eco- 
nomically justifiable, and financially 
feasible. Construction costs are to be 
more firmly established from the plans 
and specifications and cost analyses 
which are. now to be prepared by 
TAMS. 








Suez Canal Management 
Law Published 


The promulgation of a new law’ 
governing the management of the 
Suez Canal Authority has been 
reported by the local press. 

The law forbids the Suez Canal 
Authority from taking any meas- 
ure contravening the Constanti- 
nople Convention of 1888 or the 
Egyptian Government’s Declara- 
ration of April 25, 1957, regarding 
the Suez Canal. 

Among other provisions of the 
law are articles forbidding any 
discrimination in the treatment 
of transiting ships, providing for 
the appointment or dismissal of 
members of the Authority and 
the fixing of their salaries by 
Presidential decree, and giving 
the Authority the right to levy 
tolls, manage the harbor of Port 
Said, and to import equipment 
without Customs formalities. The 
Authority will have an independ- 
ent budget and its funds will be 
regarded as private funds.—U. S. 
Embassy, Cairo. 
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The 19-kilometer first leg of the 98- 
kilometer Tejerias-Valencia highway in 
Venezuela has been inaugurated. This 
highway, which will connect with the 
50-kilometer stretch leading to Caracas, 
will be 32 meters wide and will have six 
lanes—3 in each direction—with fixed 
speed limits of 120, 80, and 60 kilo- 
meters an hour. It will include a 500- 
meter tunnel near Maracay and the 
total eost, excluding the right-of-way 
land costs, is expected to reach 260 mil- 
lion bolivares. 

The entire road is expected to be 
completed by the end of September 
1957, according to the Minister of Pub- 
lic Works. The Valencia airport has 
now been permanently closed to permit 
contractors to push through a segment 
of the new superhighway over the area 
occupied by it.—U. S. Embassy, Caracas. 





The Swedish Government has pro- 
mulgated a new basic civil aviation law 
to bring national civil-aviation legisla- 
tion up to date, in line with the 1944 
Chicago Convention and subsequent 
agreements. 

The new law, which was passed by 
the Riksdag on May 24 and promul- 
gated on June 6, 1957, requires a spe- 
cial Government decree to enter into 
effect. It is understood that this de- 
cree will be issued simultaneously with 
the entering into effect of the revised 
laws of Norway, Denmark, and Fin- 
land.—U. S. Embassy, Stockholm. 





Air France and Deutsche Lufthansa 
have entered into an agreement pro- 
viding, among other things, for coor- 
dination of flight schedules between 
the two carriers in service between 
Europe and South America, simplifica- 
tion of booking procedures, and an in- 
crease in capacity offered between 
these areas. 

This agreement, effective July 1, is 
reportedly supplemented by an interline 
agreement of July 8 which provides 
that each of the two carriers will act as 
general agent for the other in its own 
territories.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn, 





NOVACAP, a company organized to 
plan and develop the building of Brazil’s 
new Federal capital Brasilia, is plan- 
ning a 25,000-kilowatt hydroelectric 
power plant to supply the needs of the 
new city—U. S. Embassy, Rio de 
Janeiro. 





Royal Air Cambodge inaugurated on 
on June 25 a weekly direct service be- 
tween Phnom Penh and Hong Kong.— 


“U.S. Embassy, Phnom Penh. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Businessmen Prepare for 3 Trade Missions 


Seven businessmen and four Department of Commerce officials 


have just completed a special course of technical training prior to their 
departure as members of official U. S. trade missions to France, Austria, 
and Tunisia, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. has announced. 

These groups mark the 57th, 58th, and 59th foreign trade missions 


which the Department of Commerce 
has organized since the program was 
inaugurated in 1954. 

After hearing official welcomes from 
Undersecretary of Commerce Walter 
Williams and Assistant Secretary for 
International Affairs Henry Kearns, 
the mission men were briefed_on im- 
portant. aspects of American foreign 
economic policy, regulations governing 
imports and exports, and internal con- 
ditions within the respective countries 
of assignment. 


Group Confers With Several 
United States Agencies 


The group held conferences with of- 
ficials of departments of Commerce, 
State, Labor, Agriculture, and Health, 
Education, and Weifare as well as of- 
ficials from specialized agencies, such 
as International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration, United States Information 
Agency, and the Export-Import Bank. 

In his welcoming remarks Undersec- 
retary Williams stated: 

“We have heard a good deal recently 
about our people-to-people program. 
Through person-to-person communica- 
tion we believe that a great deal of un- 
derstanding and goodwill can~be fos- 
tered, 

“In my opinion it is imperative to 
have a favorable climate of understand- 
ing in which to conduct affairs among 
nations. This climate is not much dif- 
ferent from the healthy climate in 
which business -can progress most 
readily. 

“The one necessary ingredient for a 
favorable climate whether it be for pri- 
vate business or business among nations 
is confidence. 

“Confidence is vitally important for 
a peaceful world. Trade missions con- 
tribute significantly to building this 
confidence. Every member of a trade 
mission is a hand-picked expert in his 
business specialty. He is also a personal 
ambassador for the United States. He 
will literally travel the length and 
breadth of the country he will visit 
and will meet hundreds or thousands 
of people. He will leave a lasting im- 
pression of the United States. 

“Therefore the importance of trade 
missions which the Department of Com- 
merce sends out cannot be overempha- 
sized. As representatives of their indus- 
try, bringing new concepts and fresh 
business advice to other nations and as 
personal ambassadors they are making 
a splendid contribution to international 
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confidence and understanding so neces- 
sary to a peaceful world.” 


Businessmen Called Area 
Foreign Trade Experts 


Assistant Sectetary of Commerce 
Kearns told the mission men, “We look 
upon you as experts in your respective 
fields .. . When you return from your 
foreign assignments you will be experts 
on foreign trade with the countries of 
your assignment. The people of your 
community will call upon you to give 
them the benefit of your observations 
and experiences, 

“Mission work will confront you with 
problems. . . . We have a big job to be 
done. You gentlemen have been chosen 
because we think you can represent the 
viewpoint of the United States. 

“Despite the hard work and long 
hours, you will find this a most interest- 
ing and satisfying experience. And we 
in the Department expect to learn a 
great deal from what you yourselves 
learn.” 

The trade. mission program, inaugu- 
rated in 1954 as a part of U. S. par- 
ticipation in international trade fairs, 
was undertaken at the request of Presi- 
dent Eisenhower. Generally a trade mis- 
sion consists of 3 or 4 U. S. business- 
men selected for their specialized 
knowledge of a given industry or busi- 
ness field and headed by an official of 
the Department of Commerce. 


Trade Missions Strengthen 
International Friendships 


Before going overseas, the mission 
men are briefed in Washington by Gov- 
ernment specialists. In the foreign 
areas of their. assignment, the missions 
visit commercial and industrial centers 
and hold group meetings and private 
consultations with a view to strength- 
ening international friendship and pro- 
moting foreign trade. 

Mission members also will staff U. S. 
trade information centers at the three 
international trade fairs—Vienna, Mar- 
seille, Tunis—where private U. S. firms 
and this Government sponsor exhibits 
showing American-made products and 
the American way of life. 

The businessmen and Goverriment of- 
ficials participating in the missions, the 
dates of their visits to countries of as- 
signment, and the trade fairs in which 
they will participate are as follows: 
Austria 


Vienna International Trade Fair, 





August 24-October 2, 1957. 
Paul H. Brent, Office of Trade Pro- 
motion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce— 
mission leader; F. E. Booth, president, 
Interstate Engineering Corp., Anaheim, 
Calif.; Jack L. Goldsmith, general man- 
ager, J. Goldsmith & Sons, Inc., Mem- 
phis, Tenn., and Donald Greenaway, di- 
rector, School of Hotel, Restaurant and 
Institutional Management, Michigan 
State University, East Lansing, Mich. 


France 
Marseille International Trade Fair, 
September 7-October 15, 1957. 

Harold J. Heck, commercial attache 
in the U. S. Embassy, Paris—mission 
jJeader; Leon Kelston, Office of Export 
Supply, Bureau of Foreign Commerce— 
deputy leader; Thomas C. Ballagh, 
president of Ballagh and Thrall, Inc., 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Dave Grundfest, 
president and founder, Sterling Stores 
Co., Inc., Little Rock Ark.; and Nat 
Smilen, president, Smilen Brothers, Inc., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Tunisia 
Tunis International Trade Fair, 
October 12-November 6, 1957. 


Robert Sethian, Near East and Afri- 
can Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce—mission leader; W. Stanley Al- 
len, Jr., agriculturist, former man- 
ager of the Seattle Office of Balfour 
Guthrie & Co., Ltd.; Thomas C. Ballagh, 
president of Ballagh and Thrall, Inc., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





Swiss To Present National 
Products in September Fair 


The 38th Swiss National Trade Fair, 
one of the most important commercial 
events in Switzerland, will be staged in 
Lausanne, September 7-22, and will pre- 
sent a cross section of the country’s 
industrial, agricultural, and handicraft 
products classified under 21 commodity 
and industry divisions. 

Although by definition and organi- 
zation the Lausanne fair is a national 
show, its sponsors each year invite one 
foreign country to participate with a 
national exhibit. In the past, Argentina, 
the Belgian Congo, Belgium, Brazil, 
France, India, Morocco, the Nether- 
lands, and Tunisia have been represent- 
ed. Canada, the fair’s guest of honor in 
1956, participated with a national pa- 
vilion in which was portrayed the ori- 
gin and development of the country and 
many aspects of its present diverse and 
expanding economy. Portugal will be the 
foreign nation featured at this year’s 
fair. 

The fair will be open to the general 
public daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m, Visi- 

(Continued on page $2) 
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New Conference Program Idea To Highlight 
Instrument-Automation Exhibit in Cleveland 


A new approach by which educational conferences will be integrated 
with some 500 exhibits will highlight the Instrument Society of Ameri- 
ca’s 12th Annual Instrument-Automation Conference and Exhibit to be 
held September 9-13 at the Cleveland Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Described as a clearing house of information for instrument and 
control engineers, educators, test engineers, top executives, research 
scientists, technicians, and instrument department engineers, the 1957 
event reportedly will be the nation’s number one show in the field of 


instrumentation and automatic controls, 
exceeding all records established in the 
1956 event, which attracted 30,500 vis- 
itors representing every state in the 
United States and some 22 foreign 
countries. 

The 5-day ISA Cleveland Conference, 
organized under the theme “Instrumen- 
tation for Systems Control” will include 
clinics, workshops, and technical ses- 
sions covering introduction, terminol- 
ogy, development and significance of 
conference, theory, research and de- 
velopment; application and perform- 
ance; and economic justification. 

A new ISA show feature will be the 
Systems Workshop intended to probe 
the relatively new “systems” concept. 

The many and varied applications of 
computers to problems of design, an- 
alysis, and stimulation, which the in- 
strument engineer might face, will be 
discussed at the Computers Application 
Clinic, another Conference highlight. , 


The successful “New Ideas in Instru- 
mentation Contest” conducted as a part 
of the 1956 exhibit is to be repeated this 
year. New ideas in automation will be 
judged from all fields of instrumenta- 
tion, and cash prizes will be awarded 
to winners, 

Conference inquiries may be directed 
to Mr. H. S. Kindler, Director of Tech- 
nical Programs, Instrument Society of 
America, 313 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh 
22, Pa. 

For exhibit information, inquiries may 
be addressed to Mr. Fred J. Tabery, 
Exhibit Manager, 12th Annual Instru- 
ment-Automation Conference and Ex- 
hibit, 3443 South Hill Street, Los 
Angeles 7, Calif. 





Newest Furniture Designs 
To Be Shown in Florida 


The newest furniture and home fur- 
nishings designs, fabrics, and ideas will 
be displayed at the Third Annual Flor- 
ida Furniture Mart, August 15-16, Mi- 
ami Beach, Fla., according to the joint 
sponsors, the Florida Association of 
Furniture Manufacturers and the Flor- 
ida Furniture Travelers. 

As a result of increased demands for 
space, the exhibition area for the 1957 
Mart has been expanded to 120,000 


(Continued on page 35) 
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Brussels Fair Shows 
Encouraging Results 


The 31st Brussels International Trade 
Fair, staged April 12-27, was consid- 
ered successful by its managing of- 
ficials, despite a reduction in available 
exhibition space and a decline in at- 
tendance compared with previous years, 
the U. S. Embassy at Brussels reports. 

Figures concerning the total business 
transacted were not announced, but fair 
authorities stated that results were 
extremely encouraging. 

The official estimate of visitors was 
900,000, as compared to over a million 
in 1956, and space available for ex- 
hibits amounted to 106,000 square 
meters, some 5,000 square meters less 
than the display area occupied in 1956. 
These decreases were attributed in part 
to temporary inconveniences created by 
construction projects being undertaken 
at the fairgrounds in preparation for 
the 1958 Brussels Universal and Inter- 
national Exhibition. 


The fair attracted 4,199 participants 
from 35 countries who displayed goods 
having an estimated value of 200 mil- 
lion Belgian francs (50 franes=US$1). 
Machinery, motors, construction equip- 
ment, food products, household appli- 
ances, and furniture represented the 
most numerous items displayed under 
the 35 commodity and industrial clas- 
sifications. Products from the United 
States were shown by 181 exhibitors. 


The Belgian Congo, Canada, France, 
Hungary, Italy, Japan, Pakistan, Ru- 
mania, and West Germany participated 
officially with national exhibits. East 
Germany was represented with an ex- 
hibit sponsored by its Chamber of For- 
eign Trade. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
31st Brussels fair are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 


The Brussels International Trade 
Fair will not be held in 1958 as the 
Brussels Universal and International 
Exhibition will occupy the fairgrounds. 
The 32d Brussels fair is tentatively 
scheduled for April 25-May 10, 1959. 


Valencia Samples Fair 
Draws Peak Attendance 


Attendance at the 35th International 
Samples Fair held in Valencia, Spain, 
May 1-20, reached a record figure of 
875,000 persons of which approximately 
10 percent were foreign visitors from 
32 countries, the fair management re- 
ports. 

The total value of goods exhibited at 
Valencia was 170 million pesetas, some 
25 million more than in the past 
year, and business transactions con- 
cluded at the 1957 fair reached a 
record figure of over 500 million pe- 
setas, according to other statistics (42 
pesetas=US$1 at official market rate). 
Exhibitors from 16 foreign countries 
were among the 2,402 participants. 

An outstanding feature of the fair 
was the first international display of 
the Levante Wood Industry—“Maidema 
1957.” This exhibition, which included 
displays of machinery, tools, and raw 
materials related to the wood industry 
and presented by 329 exhibitors, occu- 
pied nearly 4,000 square yards of floor 
space. 


The pavilion of Typical Industries for 
Export housed various samples, such as 
furniture, fans, machinery, rugs, and 
fruit preserves. Other items of display 
which attracted high interest were lino- 
types, binding machinery, offset presses 
and printing equipment from England 
and France, oil refinery equipment, a 
variety of dairy and food preserving 
machinery from Italy, Swedish marine 
engines, and Spanish X-ray and dental 
equipment. 

An exhibit highlighting comparative 
figures of trade between the United 
States and Spain, showing the great 
possibilities of this country’s market 
for Spanish products, was sponsored by 
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce in 
Spain, in association with the U. S. In- 
formation Agency and the U. S. Con- 
sulate General at Valencia. This dis- 
play was quite successful in attracting 
large numbers of people, especially 
local manufacturers and exporters. 





Swiss To... 
(Continued from page $1) 


tors from abroad are granted special 
advantages, including reduced admission 
fees, free fair catalogs and other privi- 
leges, on presentation of an identity 
card issued by Swiss legations and con- 
sulates, Swiss chambers of commerce, 
agencies of the Swiss National Tourist 
Office, and the Office for Development 
of Trade. 





Yugoslav exports of unmanufactured 
tobacco in 1956 established a new rec- 
ord high at 442 million pounds, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Bank of ... 


(Continued from page. 4) 

steady rise in the index of wholesale 
prices of 210 articles in Mexico City 
from the end of October 1956, the index 
for June showed a slight break in the 
upward trend and dropped .2 percent 
below the alltime May high. This drop 
was attributable to a decline in the in- 
dexes of general foodstuffs, since the in- 
dex of other consumer goods and all 
producer goods indicated the same or 
slightly higher prices. 

Wage negotiations in contracts sub- 
ject to renegotiation this spring were 
almost completed, with wage increases 
ranging from 9 to 18 percent, with the 
average overall boost.about 12 percent. 


Trade Deficit at Peak; 
Tourist Expenditures Up 


Contrary to the usual expectations of 
a seasonal export decline in May, pre- 
liminary figures show a slight increase. 
Imports, however, increased to the high- 
est level in history, so that the trade 
deficit for the month was still at a rec- 
ord level. Trade figures for the first 5 
months of the year, of which those for 
May are still unadjusted, show total ex- 
ports worth $274,132,000 and imports 
worth $474,558,000, or an import bal- 
ance for the period of $200,426,000. For 
the corresponding period of 1956 ex- 
ports were valued at $407,708,000 and 
imports at $416,762,000, leaving an im- 
bort balance of $9,054,000. 

As usual, a considerable portion of 
the deficit was made up by income from 
tourist expenditures, which continued at 
a high level. Moreover, the export pic- 
ture for the latter half of the year was 
expected to be far brighter than for the 
first half. Although cotton shipments 
will be lower in 1957 than in 1956, prin- 
cipally Wecause there was no large 
carryover at the beginning of this year 
as In 1956, shipments from the 1957 
crop will be about 15 percent above ex- 
ports of the 1956 crop and coffee and 
sugar shipments should be larger as the 
result of current record harvests. Also, 
sulfur shipments were increasing, 


Balance of Payments 
Deteriorates- 


Tourist data of the Ministry of Econ- 
omy show tourists entering the interior 
of Mexico in the first 5 months of 1957 
as 204,056 as compared with 186,218 in 
the like period of 1956. This tourist 
trade in the first 4 months provided 
$49.2 million in foreign exchange, as 
compared with $44 million in the cor- 
responding months of 1956..In addition, 
border traders supplied $113.4 million 
in the first 4 months, as compared with 
$99.5 million in the similar period of 
1956. Total tourist and border expendi- 
tures were for January-April, $162.5 mil- 
lion, and for January-April, 1956, $143.4 
million. 

The ‘balance of payments in April 


August 12, 1957 


= 


continued to deteriorate with the trade 
defiait reaching $51 million as against 
a $15-million monthly average for 1956. 
Tourist revenue, although slightly larger 
than last year, wag only $22 million— 
insufficient to offset the deficit. In the 
first 4 months of 1957 Mexico lost $36 
million in short-term international as- 
sets, while in the like period of 1956 it 
had gained $13 million. The deteriora- 
tion as compared with last year’s de- 
velopment was expected to end in July, 
when the new cotton crop begins to 
bring in foreign exchange earnings.— 
U. S. Embassy, Mexico City. 


World Trade... 


(Continued from page 23) 
exports to primary suppliers exceeded 
those of 1955 by $1.8 billion—a gain 
more than 2% times that from 1954 to 
1955. The bulk of the rise was 
recorded in those to Canada, which rose 
nearly $% billion, and to Latin Amer- 
ica. About a fifth of the gain registered 
for all destinations in primary-supplying 
areas stemmed from larger shipments 
of grains and other foods; prominent 
among these were greatly increased 
shipments of grains under foreign cur- 
rency sales and other U. S. Government 
surplus disposal programs to Pakistan, 
India, Indonesia, Brazil, Chile, Egypt, 
and Israel. 

The gain in continental Europe’s ex- 
ports to all primary-supplying areas 
was also considerable, amounting to 8 
percent. Nearly half of the increase was 
recorded in shipments to India and 
other sterling area destinations, but in- 
creased shipments to European Soviet- 
bloc countries, which were nearly 20 
percent greater last year than in 1955, 
also contributed particularly to the rise. 

Last year’s shipments to primary 
suppliers from the United Kingdom 
exceeded those of 1955 by 6 percent, 
notwithstanding reduced sales to Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. A third of the 
$% billion gain was recorded in exports 
to Canada. Substantial gains appeared 
also in those to India and other sterling 
area destinations, which absorb over 
two-thirds of total United Kingdom ex- 
ports to all primary suppliers. 

Nearly half of the $%-billion rise 
recorded as exports of Japanese prod- 
ucts to primary suppliers reflects new 
ships for registry in Liberia. Shipments 
to Hong Kong and South Korea in- 
creased sharply, and more Japanese 
goods were also dispatched to a number 
of other destinations in» Asia and 
Africa. Apart from exports recorded for 
Liberia, Japan’s total exports to pri- 
mary-supplying areas advanced about 
13 percent. . 


United States Imports 
More Manufactures 
As compared with the gains in 


Europe’s and Japan’s sales to primary- 
supplying areas, the increases in their 





sales to the United States were sub- 
stantial. U. S. imports from other 
manufacturing countries mounted by 
nearly one-fourth to a total of $3.3 
billion (f. o, b.)—a figure about one- 


fifth as large as the total exports of 
those countries to primary suppliers. 
Shipments arriving from the United 
Kingdom rose by 18 percent, and those 
from continental Europe increased 22 
percent, 


The gains in European sales to the 


5 United States were concentrated in 


steel, automobiles, machinery, nonfer- 
rous metals, and paper and manufac- 
tures. A rise of 29 percent appeared 
in Japan’s exports to the United States 
—far less than their steep ascent from 
1954 to 1955—with textiles and clothing 
accounting for about one-third of the 
increase. 


These gains overshadowed in degree 
the large expansion again last year in 
trade between European manufacturing 
countries, in which manufactured goods 
predominate. Shipments of continental 
countries to each other—one-half of 
their combined export—rose nearly 13 
percent, and a parallel appeared in 
United Kingdom exports to the conti- 
nent. 





Hong Kong... 


(Continued from page 25) 
American brand names, and with only 
a limited investment of capital, while 
some involve the outright ownership of 
facilities. 

Development efforts of this nature 
are essential in promoting exports to 
the United States, inasmuch as enter- 
prises specializing in the type of mer- 
chandise salable in the United States 
are generally small in size, independent, 
and slow to adjust to market require- 
ments. Existing large-scale merchan- 
dising enterprises through their sales 
promotion efforts have undoubtedly ad- 
vanced the development of these small 
producers, but their influence and ef- 
fectiveness is greatest in promoting 
transshipment trade and the export of 
machine-made products of the larger 
enterprises. 





Border Dispute ... 


(Continued from page 3) 


end of the first quarter and 86.2 million 
June 30 a year ago. 

The national 1957-58 budget approved 
in June is the largest in Nicaragua’s 
history—16.2 million cordobas greater 
than the record 272 million of the fiscal 
year just ending. Revenues are esti- 
mated at 24.4 million cordobas under 
expenditures, this deficit to be made up 
from cash now in the Government 
treasury. 

The cost-of-living index (1956—100) 
dropped from 98.2 in May to 96.7 in 
June.—U. S. Embassy, Managua. 
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West German Exports of Photographic Items 
Show 15.5 Percent Gain in First Quarter 


West German exports of photographic products in the first quarter 
of 1957 rose 15.5 percent in value, according to the Business and De- 
fense Services Administration, U. S. Department of Commerce. 

Technical and scientific camera exports totaled 783, valued at 
1,623,000 German marks, a 2.5 percent decline in quantity but a 63.9 


percent increase in value, compared 
with the corresponding period of 1956 
(1 German mark=US$0.238). France, 
the United States, and Sweden were 
the principal buyers. 

The 408,167 other still-picture cam- 
eras exported in the first quarter were 
valued at 37,937,000 marks, compared 
with 443,696 cameras, valued at 33,982,- 
000 marks. Shipments to the United 
States declined 28.4 percent in number 
but increased 5 percent in value. Other 
markets which showed substantial gains 
were United Kingdom, Singapore and 
Malaya, Hong Kong, Sweden, and Italy. 

Sales of other photographic and mo- 
tion-picture equipment and apparatus 
totaled 14,663,000 marks, a 16.7 percent 
increase over the like period of 1956. 
The United States continued as the 
leading purchaser of this equipment; 
Switzerland, ~the Netherlands, and 
Sweden followed. 


Foreign sales of photographic and 
motion-picture laboratory apparatus 
and accessories amounted to 14,813,000 
marks, up 11.7 percent. The United 
States again was the principal market, 
followed by Sweden, the United King- 
dom, and Switzerland. 


West Germany’s foreign trade in 
photographic plates, though small, con- 
tinues to expand, Exports in the first 
quarter of 1957 amounted to 1,357,000 
marks compared with 1,069,000 marks. 
The three leading markets were Brazil, 
Sweden, and France. 


Shipments of sensitized, unexposed, 
unperforated film in the first 3 months 
of 1957 amounted to 4,014,000 marks, 
a 23.9 percent gain, compared with the 
like period of 1956. France, Brazil, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, and 
Sweden accounted for 60 percent of the 


* exports. 


Exports of sensitized, unexposed, per- 
forated film made an unusual gain of 
47.1 percent. Sales to France jumped 
from 143,000 marks to 678,000 marks. 
Hong Kong increased its purchases 
from 22,000 marks to 285,000 marks. 
No shipments were made to Argentina 
in the first 3 months of 1956, but in the 
first quarter of 1957 shipments totaled 
234,000 marks. 


West Germany’s continued oversea 
sales expansion of sensitized photo- 
graphic paper and cloth shows no signs 
of slackening. Exports in the first quar- 
ter totaled 8,817,000 marks, a 15.6 per- 
cent increase. Sweden, the Netherlands, 


34 





Switzerland, and Italy were the respec- 
tiveleading markets, accounting for 27.4 
percent of total exports. 

Exports of photographic products by 
the Federal Republic of Germany, by 
principal markets, for the first 3 months 
of 1956 and 1957 are given in the ac- 
companying table. 

West German Exports of Photographic 
Products, First Quarter of 1956 and 1957 





1956 1957 
Number 1,000 Number 1,000 
marks marks 

Technical ane. Saenee Cameras 
France hie 105 28 293 
United States .... 139 168 233 284 
Sweden  .........cc 37 37 7 178 
Other at 4867 680 515 863 





303 «= 990 733 «1,623 
Other Still Cameras 





United States ... 54,207 7,514 38,826 7,889 
United Kingdom 33,473 1,810 34,316 2,167 
Singapore and 

Malaya ............ 4,330 585 7,304 2,076 
Hon Kong ae 3,882 920 7,732 1,995 
Sweden ............... 32,469 1,483 vi. 316 61,964 
ea = ll tt 6,555 1,951 
Canada ... i la 18 676 1,619 
Switzerland ......... 18,410 1,326 6,380 1,591 
a 254,032 17,121 236,062 16,685 

URRB sesisiscitienil 443,696 33,982 408,167 87,937 


Other Photographic and Motion-Picture 
Equipment and Apparatus 


United States...... 1,643 1,777 
Switzerland ........ 775 1,145 
Netherlands ....... 706 898 
me Til 776 

796 701 

647 669 

7,291 8,697 

12,569 14,663 





Pintemeite and Motion-Picture Laboratory 


Apparatus and Accessories 





' United States .... 2,531 2,951 
Sweden ..... 785 1,018 
United Kingdom 1,063 989 
Switzerland ........ 587 922 
Netherlands ....... 634 836 
I ~ nnccesessilitionant _ 7,662 8,102 

Total 13,262 14, 813 
Photographie ames Sensitized, Unexposed 
ED tind nlinceininail 186 196 
SWeEdeN . .......cec.es000 95 ~ 188 
Sa re 96 155 
UE cnratihinttes i. 692 818 

ae 1,069 1,357 
Unperforated Panes Sensitized, Unexposed 
FYance  .......-ce- 241 563 
Ni ais al a 334 803 
Switzerland ........ 119 ’ 277 
Netherlands ........ 208 267 
Sweden. ........cec0ere 138 221 
NEE wltihineninhd 2,200 2,410 
Total 3,240 4,014 
Perforated Film, Sensitind, Unexposed 
/ | es +t 
Sweden ...... ; 280 81 
Hong Kong 22 285 
Austria ....... . 258 272 
it ST 267 253 
Argentina ............ — 234 
CY eee 1,496 1,588 
| ee de 2,468 er 


Establishment of TV 
Studied in Ireland 


Proposals to establish television in 
Ireland have been made to the Irish 
Government by a U. S. firm and an 
Irish firm. 

No indication of the Government's 
reaction to the specific offers of these 
firms has been given, although the Gov- 
ernment apparently considers television 
a must for Ireland. Consideration is be- 
ing given to the possibility of commer- 
cial television under Government super- 
vision, the Minister for Posts and Tele- 
graphs stated recently. The Govern- 
ment no doubt is aware of the fact that 
commercial television may be available 
to most of the Republic within 2 years 
from the Independent Television Author- 
ity transmitter to be established in 
Northern Ireland. 


British standards are expected to be 
used inasmuch as British receivers are 
already in use in Ireland to pick up the 
BBC broadcasts. Furthermore, a station 
in the Republic could reach a large part 
of the British market and since com- 
mercial television is limited in the 
United Kingdom, broadcast time on the 
Irish station might be very attractive 
to British and American firms seeking 
to sell on the British market. 





Fishing Industry Possibility 
Seen in Province of Libya 


The variety of commercial fish re- 
ported to be in the Mediterranean 
coastal waters off the Libyan Province 
of Cyrenaica presents a possibility for 
development of a fishing industry there, 
local observers believe, 


Types of fish found in these waters 
include tunny, sardines, and such meat 
fish as marjan, red mullet, trillyh, gara- 
gone, gahlon, shoula, and magzig. 

A number of fishermen living in 
Cyranaica are interested in the fishing 
industry, but because of insufficient 
capital they are unable to purchase 
proper equipment, according to the 
group’s spokesmen, Both nets ‘and 
boats apparently could be produced 
domestically if financial assistance were 
available—U. S. Embassy, Tripoli. 





Sensitized Paper and Cloth, Unexposed er 
Exposed, but not Developed 





Sweden ............0 641 736 
Netherlands ........ 539 658 
Switzerland ........ 414 530 
pS Se eee 312 443 
Renee J 126 885 
eee 302 380 
sntename a 280 858 
iat TRS 331 325 
United Kingdom 240 316 
eee 4,444 4,638 
ee 7,629 3.317 
Grand total... 75,207 86,851 
Source: Der ‘Adichetia der Bundes Re- 


publik Deutschland. 
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Mink Fur Production 
Increases in Finland 


Finnish production of farmed raw 
mink fur increased from 180,000 pelts 
in 1955 to 210,000 pelts in 1956, accord- 
ing to trade estimates. 

Blue-fox fur production declined from 
5,000 pelts in 1955 to 4,000 in 1956, 
while silver-fox output dropped from 
2,000 pelts to 1,000. 

Muskrat was the only wild fur animal 
for which hunting licenses were granted 
in Finland in 1956, as the severe 
winter of 1955 caused a big loss in the 
squirrel stock, Offerings of muskrat 
pelts declined from 600,000 in 1955, an 
exceptionally high year, to 210,000 pelts 
in 1956. Production of other types of 
furs in 1956 was negligible. 

Furs dressed and dyed in Finland in 
1956 approximated 360 million Finnish 
marks for imported skins and 290 mil- 
lion marks for domestic (230 Finnish 
marks=US$1). The latter figure covers 
jambskins, almost exclusively as all 
mink and fox furs are exported un- 
dressed, and the dressing of muskrat 
skins is done to a great extent by pri- 
vate individuals in the countryside.— 
U. S. Embassy, Helsinki. 


Newest Furniture ... 


(Continued from page 32) 

square feet. In addition to the Dinner 
Key Auditorium, site of the 1956 event, 
facilities of the Miami Beach Auditori- 
um will be available this year. More 
than 150 of the nation’s leading manu- 
facturers of furniture and home fur- 
nishings will exhibit select merchandise 
which in their judgment will prove the 
most popular items of purchase in the 
coming seasons. 

Buyer attendance at the 1957 show, 
which is limited to the trade, reportedly 
will exceed the approximately 3,600 per- 
sons, representing buyers from all over 
the country and many of the Latin 
American countries who registered at 
the 1956 event. Invitations to attend 
the Third Annual Mart have been sent 
to all retailers in Florida, neighboring 
states, and the Caribbean areas. 

Additional information concerning the 
Third Annual Florida Furniture Mart 
may be directed to the Florida Furni- 
ture Mart, Room 308 Roper Building, 20 
SE Third Avenue, Miami 32, Fla. 








India Drops TV Proposal 


The Indian Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting reportedly has drop- 
ped its proposal to establish a television 
station at Bombay for the time being. 

‘This action has been taken in line 
with the Government’s economy drive. 
—U. 8. Embassy, New Delhi. 
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Foreign Shipments of British Photographic 
Goods Higher in First 3 Months of 1957 


British exports of ‘photographic prod- 
ucts, except exposed and developed 
motion-picture film, rose 13.6 percent in 
the first quarter of 1957 and were 
valued at £3,853,993, according to the 
Business and Defense Services Admin- 
istration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 

Foreign shipments of box cameras in 
the first 3 months of 1957 totaled 89,665, 
valued at £74,816, a decrease of 28.8 
percent in number and 26.4 percent in 
value, compared with the corresponding 
period of 1956 (£1—US$2.80). Exports 
of other cameras, including motion-pic- 
ture cameras, increased 79.6 percent in 
value—from £117,547 to £211,151—al- 
though the number declined. 


Sensitized photographic paper, silver 
halide type, sold abroad was valued at 
£303,082, a 31.5 percent gain over the 
like period of 1956. Shipments of other 
sensitized paper, including dye line, and 
cloth were 23.3 percent lower. 

Sensitized still photographic film ex- 
ports were valued at £1,258,790, some 
16.2 percent greater than in the first 3 
months of 1956. Sensitized motion- 
picture film shipments were valued at 
£546,226, an increase of 11.7 percent. 


The accompanying table shows details 
of British exports of photographic 
products, except exposed and developed 
motion-picture film, for the first quar- 
ter of 1956 and 1957. 


British Exports of Photographic Products, 




















First Quarter 1956 and 1957 
{In pounds sterling] 
1956 1957 
Unit Quantity Value Quantity Value 
Ne TERE Oe OR number ............ 125, 256 101,650 9,665 
Other cameras, including ND deities ie GE 10,086 117,547 “pus 211,151 
Cine projectors other than 36 mm oo... AO ccccccescceees 3,299 194,843 563 168,601 
All other cine and = on ap- 
paratus and cine sou reproducing 
NS Maan sali atic sanectaenelsciianieah Sbipabnpencteeineeie LER 2,518 $1,320 1,784 238 
ther Cine appliances and Parts, 1.6.8 o....cccccccccccccesssseseersesescene — eacanece eee 226,41 
hot and motion-picture lenses 
and er photographic appliances 
Se I Reece essdlln tphctucrhculahecstind, cid basdiccccedessoocevvaetestowiornd "  - amends 298,835 at 413,533 
Sensitized paper, with silver salts ....... hundredweight .. 5,394 230,407 7,125 303,082 
Other sensitized paper, including dye 
I I  ceciliones ee 6,381 261,671 5,401 200,832 
Ph 0) Pee ae 14,439 76,318 14,399 77,731 
Roll film and film packs .. Es hundred ......... 488 381, ° 47,170 382,487 
X-ray film, all types .......cccccccceccsccececeeceeeee 1,000 square feet ... 6,483 566,21 6,543 680,776 
pi a RA A pee 135, $86 1,585 195,527 
Motion-picture film, Ls = empend hervemnseg x" 
Standard gage, negative .. 1,000  ~ yl feet... 13,081 110,561 12,545 136,118 
Stamdard gage, Positive occ ccccecceccee ooceeeeceee 31,544 169,493 40,304 219,594 
All other, including substandard : 23,429 208,920 19,890 190,514 
hotographic Ee * non ET 8,011 140,824 11,586 189,612 
w base paper for sensitizing Oe IIE ealbianiectpnens 13,156 148,924 8,606 111,316 
A ES EC RE tl, MAE OTe, AE Ee SE 8,393,746 sae 8,853,993 


Total 
Source: Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom. 





Argentine Shoe Production 
Over 40 Million Annually 


Argentina’s total annual production 
of all types of leather shoes is estimated 
at between 40 million and 50 million 
pairs. 

Of this output, approximately 25 per- 
cent has been estimated to be men’s 
shoes, 35 percent women’s types, and 40 
percent for children. 

Raw material requirements are sup- 
plied fully by domestic sources. Thou- 
sands of leather-shoe manufacturers 
operate in Argentina, but very few have 
large-scale production, Between 40,000 
and 50,000 workers are employed by 
this industry. About 10 percent of the 
total shoe output is handmade, while 
the remaining 90 percent is turned out 
in factories and workshops. The fac- 
tories do not have complete machine 
production, but mixed machine-hand 
labor is used in which the latter pre- 
dominates. 

Principal problems of the industry, 
according to published articles of its 
representatives, are so-called clandes- 


tine production by small non-registered 
producers who evade payment of mini- 
mum wages and social benefits and thus 
gain a competitive advantage in produc- 
tion costs; low productivity per laborer 
—factory owners want permission to 
reestablish piece-work rates, which the 
union opposes—and worn and outmoded 
equipment. 

Importation of shoes is prohibited as 
a policy of protection of local industry. 
Exports are negligible-—U. S. Embassy, 
Buenos Aires, 


Danish TV Shows Growth 


Danish television is still expanding. 
The number of licensed television re- 
ceivers exceeded 80,000 in June, and 
the number may exceed 100,000 by the 
end of 1957. 

Contrary to expectations, the Danish 
Government did not impose a special 
tax on television receivers during its 
crisis program. 

A vigorous campaign for use of tele- 
vision commercials has developed, but 
thus far it has not succeeded.—U. §. 
Embassy, Copenhagen. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Controls Eased on Some 
Items, Placed on Others 


Exporters now may ship certain car- 
bon black furnaces to most countries 
without applying for individual licenses, 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. has 
announced. 

Items removed from BFC’s Positive 
List today are: Carbon black furnaces, 
controlled atmosphere types, intermit- 
tent or continuous, and parts (Schedule 
B Nos. 775140 and 775150). 

Individual export licenses will con- 
tinue to be required for shipments to 
Hong Kong, Macao, the Iron Curtain 
countries, and the communist-controlled 
areas of Viet Nam and Laos. Shipments 
to other countries may be made under 
general license GRO without prior ap- 
plication to BFC. 


BFC said these relaxations could be 
made without jeopardizing the national 
security. 


Items Added fo Positive List 


Effective August 8, certain other com- 
modities, including aircraft hose, power- 
controlled searchlights, and _  electro- 
static precipitators, will require 
individual export licenses for shipment 
to all destinations, except Canada, BFC 
announced. 


Added to BFC’s Positive List are: 
Aircraft hose (B No, 208910); power- 
controlled searchlights designed for 
military use, and parts (B Nos. 706600 
and 709998); Cottrell-type electrostatic 
precipitators and parts (B No. 775360); 
and firearms silencers (B No. 947450). 

BFC said this action was taken to 
protect the national security. 

These actions are published in BFC’s 


Current Export Bulletin No. 789, dated 
August L 


ICA-Afghan Valley 


Project Successful 


Estimated added income resulting 
from Afghanistan’s Helmand Valley rec- 
lamation project will reach $24 million 
annually within 6-8 years under a pro- 
posed modification of the project plans, 
according to a report released by the 
International Cooperation Administra- 
tion (ICA). 

The report was prepared by Tudor 
Engineering Co. of San Francisco and 
Washington, which sent a group of 
American experts to Afghanistan in the 
summer of 1956 to survey the project 
and suggest ways to help the Afghans 
realize the fullest benefits from the 
undertaking in the earliest possible 
time. As part: of U. S. economic assist- 
ance to Afghanistan, ICA financed the 
survey mission. 

The $24 million in added annual 
income foreseen within the next 6-8 
years takes into account $10 million in 
increased annual income which the 
report said already has been realized 
by Afghanistan since work was started 
on the project in 1946. 


New Cultivable Land Opened 


The project is using the waters of the 
Helmand River to irrigate lands some 
of which have not been extensively 
cultivated in more than 2,000 years. It 
also includes industry, power, and trans- 
portation features. Sq important is the 
project to Afghanistan that the country 
has established the Helmand Valley 
Authority to administer the develop- 
ment for resettlement of thousands of 
Afghan farmers. 

The work has been carried out under 
contract between the Afghan Govern- 
ment and Morrison Knudsen Afghani- 
stan, a subsidiary of the American 
engineering firm of Morrison Knudsen, 
Inc., which made the original surveys 
in 1946. 

Work done to date represents a cost 


equal to $95 million in all currencies. 
The contracts with MKA have been 
financed in part by $39 million in loans 
from the U. S. Export-Import Bank. 
The Tudor report recommended that 
the remaining work on the project be 
carried out in two phases. It estimated 
Phase I would add 121,000 acres of 
cultivatable land to the 194,000 already 
opened to settlers and that Phase II 
projects, which would be started upon 
completion of Phase I within the next 
6-8 years, would make available an ad- 
ditional 224,000 acres of cultivatable 


land. Thus the total acreage benefited 
will approach 540,000. 


Flaxseed Taken Off CCC List 


Competitive bid sales of flaxseed for 
export have been discontinued, the Com- 
modity Credit Corporation announced in 
its monthly sales list for August. 

This action was taken because stocks 
have been reduced largely to less-than- 
carload lots. 4 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 
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Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. $. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En- 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 
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